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A Mother’s Hands....

Her hands held me gently from the day I took my first breath.
Her hands helped to guide me as I took my first step.
Her hands held me close when the tears would start to fall.
Her hands were quick to show me that she would take care of it all.

From “Her Hands,” by Maggie Pittman

Congress 2019

”Fellowship with Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:4–9)

Charlotte, North Carolina • June 9–14 • Sheraton Charlotte Hotel
Visit www.NationalBaptistCongress.org for registration information and updates.
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Words from the Publisher
LaDonna Boyd

To our loyal readers,
In recognition of Mother’s Day, I
salute my own mother, Mrs. Yvette
Boyd, and all the women who have
shown motherly love and compassion
to another. A mother’s love is truly a gift
from God, and we hope you enjoy the
special stories shared by our staff about
the special women in their lives.
Congratulations to the three beautiful and poised African-American women who wear the crowns of Miss America, Miss USA, and Miss Teen USA.
They are an inspiration to many and
may their accomplishments open doors
for future generations! As a former Miss
Tennessee in the Miss Black USA pageant system, I greatly appreciate the

representation that this trio of queens
provides for women of color.
We are just a few weeks away from
the 113th National Baptist Congress,
which will convene in Charlotte, NC,
June 9–14. We certainly are excited
about the broad spectrum of speakers,
seminar and workshop leaders, Christian entertainment, late night speakers,
presenters, and luncheon keynotes.
This year’s Congress theme is “Fellowship with Christ,” based on 1 Corinthians 1:4–9. Host Pastor Robert C.
Scott and his team are planning diligently for our arrival in the Queen City.
Our week will begin with our annual Congress Sunday school, following
by morning worship with our host
church, St. Paul Baptist Church.
Our Faith Leaders’ Luncheon, featuring the dynamic Pastor Bryan Carter is sure to be an inspiring and informative session, with Pastor Denny
Davis serving as master of ceremonies.
Ambassador Suzan “Sujay” Johnson
Cook headlines this year’s Women of
Wisdom luncheon. Ambassador Sujay
is known across the nation and in many
parts of the world as a powerful woman
who can speak the Word. The same can
be said of Pastor Shirley Caesar. Don’t
wait to get your tickets, as this event is
sure to sell out!
This year’s Praise and Laughs features an inspirational gospel concert
with artist Erica Campbell of the

Congress Family Night Features Film Preview

Attendees at the 113th Congress will have the unique opportunity to see a preview showing of Overcomer, staring Alex
Kendrick, Priscilla Shirer, and Aryn Wright-Thompson.
Life changes overnight for basketball coach John Harrison (Kendrick) and the high school where he and his wife
teach when they learn the largest manufacturing plant in
town is shutting down. Uncertainty swirls as hundreds of
families depart, leaving John fearful for the future of his
family and his team. But John is inspired by an unexpected friendship, and an unlikely athlete (Wright-Thompson)
pushing her limits on a journey toward discovery. With
newfound resolve and the support of the community,

world-renowned Mary Mary duo, and
will be hosted by church lady Ms.
Shirleen (aka Christianee Porter of
The Christi Show). The evening promises to be one of inspiration and entertainment.
Dr. Kevin W. Cosby, pastor of St.
Stephen Church in Louisville, Ky., and
president of Simmons College of Kentucky, will bring the Thursday morning
message. St. Stephen is the largest African-American congregation in the state.
Friday’s general session will include
an inspiring message from NAACP
president/CEO Mr. Derrick Johnson.
All attendees, including drill and
dance team groups, are encouraged to
secure lodging at our overflow hotels,
The Host Committee and the R.H.
Boyd Congress staff are working feverishly, putting together last minute details to ensure a Congress that both
informs and inspires.
For more information on Congress
events, updates, or to download
various forms, please visit our website
at www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.
Onward,
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Hannah and her coach challenge the impossible in the
biggest race of her life.
Filled with a powerful mix of faith, a twist of humor,
and a ton of heart, Overcomer follows the Kendrick Brothers’ previous features Facing the Giants, Fireproof, Courageous, and their No. 1 box-office hit, War Room. Overcomer is scheduled to open in theaters across North America
on August 23, 2019.
The film will be shown during Family Night of the Congress. Please check the Congress schedule for details. Click
on the promotional image below to view a movie trailer.
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Congress 2019: Fellowship with Christ
Congress Presenters & Speakers Offer Inspiration and Innovation

Ms. LaDonna Boyd
President/CEO, R.H. Boyd
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National Baptist Congress

Dr. Robert Scott, Host Pastor
Senior Pastor, St Paul Baptist Church
Charlotte, NC

Rev. Bryan Carter
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Dallas, Texas

Pastor Denny D. Davis
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Grand Prairie, Texas

Dr. Suzan “Sujay” Johnson Cook
US Ambassador-at-Large
for International Religious Freedom

Pastor Shirley Caesar
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Louisville, Ky.
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Dr. Peter Wherry, Senior Pastor
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Charlotte, NC

Dr. Jacquie Hood Martin
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The 113th annual session of the
National Baptist Congress annual
session will be hosted at the Sheraton
Charlotte Hotel, located at 555 South
McDowell Street, Charlotte, NC. The
2019 session theme is “Fellowship
with Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:4–9).
“We are anticipating an enthusiastic
gathering, which will consist of pastors
and faith leaders, community activists,
politicians, students, and laypersons
of all ages,” said Ms. LaDonna Boyd,
president/CEO of the R.H. Boyd
Publishing Corporation and the
National Baptist Congress.
The Congress is the educational
component of R.H. Boyd Publishing
Corporation, where faith leaders and
laypersons gather to receive leadership
training and tools for furthering
their gifts, talents and efforts for the
Kingdom. The Congress continues
to provide Christian education and
fellowship to believers of all ages by
offering courses and seminars for
adults, children, and youth in various

disciplines, including hermeneutics for
preaching, social media for churches,
evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible
School, diaconate ministry, and more.
Teens and children have the
opportunity to participate in various
ministries and competitions, including
dance teams, oratorical contests, and
drill teams, as well as a comedy night,
youth explosion, and service projects.
This year’s lineup of featured
speakers and entertainment include
the 2019 host pastor, Dr. Robert C.
Scott, senior pastor of Charlotte’s St.
Paul Baptist Church, who will address
the Congress on Wednesday, June 12,
along with Ms. LaDonna Boyd, who
will deliver the annual State of the
Congress address.
The Faith Leaders’ Luncheon
features speaker Pastor Bryan Carter,
senior pastor of Concord Church
in Dallas, Texas, with Pastor Denny
Davis of St. John Baptist Church
in Grand Prairie, Texas serving as
moderator.

Dr. Kevin W. Cosby, pastor of St.
Stephen Church in Louisville, Ky.,
and president of Simmons College
of Kentucky, will bring the Thursday
morning message. St. Stephen
is the largest African-American
congregation in Kentucky.
This year’s Praise and Laughs
features an inspirational gospel
concert with world renowned artist
Erica Campbell of Mary Mary and is
hosted by church lady Ms. Shirlean
(aka Christianee Porter of The Christi
Show). Ambassador Suzan “Sujay”
Johnson Cook headlines this year’s
Women of Wisdom Luncheon, with a
special performance by Pastor Shirley
Caesar, and others.
The Late Night speakers for the
113th session offer inspiring new
voices to give a fresh word from God.
Tuesday night’s speaker is the Reverend
Dr. Peter Wherry, senior pastor, of
Mayfield Memorial Baptist Church,
located in Charlotte. On Wednesday
night, Reverend Dr. Kimberly Moore
Follow us on

senior pastor of Emmanuel Missionary
Baptist Church in Gastonia, NC is
the guest preacher. Bishop Claude
Alexander, senior pastor of The Park
Church in Charlotte, is the Thursday
night preacher.
Family Night on Thursday will
include a premiere of Overcomer, a
Christian-themed movie from the
producers of The War Room. Both
movies star Priscilla Shirer, an author,
motivational speaker, actress, Christian
evangelist and daughter of Dallas
mega-church pastor Tony Evans.
In addition to the courses offered,
a series of seminars will be offered,
including “Dangerously in Love:
How to Reach, Rescue and Restore
Victims of Abuse,” a special session on
the journey to wholeness after sexual
abuse, facilitated by Ashes of Tamar
author Tonya Neal. Additionally,
Dr. Jacquie Hood Martin will lead a
seminar on envisioning a new church
with emerging and nontraditional
leadership roles.
@NationalBaptist

@NationalBaptist
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CONGRESS 2019 SCHEDULE OVERVIEW
SUNDAY, JUNE 9
9:15 a.m.

St. Paul Baptist Church
Congress Sunday School,
followed by the
Morning Worship Service.

MONDAY, JUNE 10
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Vendor Orientation

12:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

Vendor Setup

TUESDAY, JUNE 11
7:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.

Noon–1:45 p.m.

Women of Wisdom Luncheon/
Fashion Show
2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Courses

7:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.

Praise and Laughs Gospel Show
10 p.m.–Midnight

Late Night Service

THURSDAY, JUNE 13
7:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.

Courses

9:30 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

National Missionary Baptist
Convention of America
Summer Board Meeting

11:45 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

Drill and Dance Team Check-In

2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Chaperone Orientation
12:00- 5:00 p.m.

Drill and Dance class
12:00 p.m.- 1:30 p.m.

Faith Leaders’ Luncheon
2:00 p.m.– 5:00 p.m.

Faculty/Staff Orientation
10 p.m.–Midnight

General Assembly
Book Signing

2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Courses

Youth Activities

2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Drill and Dance Competitions
7:00 p.m.

Family Night:
Overcomer Movie Premiere
10:00 p.m.–Midnight

Late Night Service

Late Night Service

FRIDAY, JUNE 14

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12

Courses

7:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.

6:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

9:30 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

7:00 a.m.– 9:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.

Registration

General Assembly

Courses

Combined Youth Experience

Drill and Dance Classes

Youth Activities

7:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m.

2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Parade Staging

9:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.

March for Jesus

9:30 a.m.–11:45 a.m.

General Assembly

Priscilla Shirer is a wife and a mom first above all of her many accomplishments. But put a Bible in her hand and a message in her heart and
you’ll see why thousands flock to her conferences and dive into her Bible
study series’ and books each year.

Drill and Dance Competition

Registration

7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Priscilla Shirer: Mom Movie Star

Courses

2:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Drill and Dance Competitions
6:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

Graduation

7:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.

Youth Night

Mrs. Shirer places her roles as wife and mother to three sons (pictured)
above her many other accolades and accomplishments.

The star of The War Room and Overcomer is a graduate of Dallas
Theological Seminary. She holds a Master’s degree in biblical studies and
considers it a privilege to serve believers from every denomination and
culture by helping them to know the truths of Scripture and encouraging
them to experience these truths by the power of the Holy Spirit.
In addition to Priscilla’s participation in many church and para-church
conferences across the globe each year, Going Beyond Ministries hosts
AWAKEN – an outreach event in their hometown designed to encourage
and mobilize women locally. This free gathering brings together thousands
of women from different denominations and backgrounds several times
a year in an effort to stir revival.
Going Beyond Ministries also equips believers through books and
Bible study resources. Priscilla has authored over a dozen video driven
studies for women and teens on a myriad of biblical characters and topics
including Jonah, Gideon, the Exodus, and the Armor of God.
Her books include Discerning the Voice of God, God Is Able, and two
New York Times bestsellers – The Resolution for Women and Fervent: A
Woman’s Battle Plan for Serious, Specific and Strategic Prayer, which was
named the 2016 Christian Book of the Year. Her latest offering is a 365day devotional called Awaken: 90 Days with the God Who Speaks.
In 2016, Priscilla ventured into the world of children’s publishing with
The Prince Warriors, a four-book fiction series and accompanying 365day devotional (Unseen) designed to equip tween boys and girls for victory
in spiritual warfare.
Priscilla has been married to husband Jerry for 20 years. Between
studying and writing, she spends most of her time cleaning up after (and
trying to satisfy the appetites of ) their three growing boys – Jackson,
Jerry, Jr. and Jude.

Don’t Miss a Single Event!

Download the Congress 2019
Registration Book!
www.nationalbaptistcongress.org

Dr. Suzan
“Sujay”Johnson Cook
Speaker

Follow us on

@TheNationalBaptistCongress and @RHBoydPublishing

Pastor Shirley Caesar
Songstress

Ms. LaDonna Boyd
Host

Congress Course Lineup for 2019*
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Sessions Offer Diverse Opportunities for Learning and Fellowship

*Congress Courses Subject to Change. Please visit www.nationalbaptistcongress.org for up-to-date information.

SEMINAR 1:
Foundation for Ministry
This seminar examines the foundation
upon which one structures personal
ministry. It analyzes calling, ministry
gifts, biblical outlook, concept of God,
vocation, and theological perspectives
for the practice of ministry. The seminar
proposes to enable students to establish
a strong foundation upon which to
build their ministry and understand the
various ways God calls to ministry and
His purpose for doing so.
SEMINAR 2
Tools for Biblical Languages
This seminar introduces students to
the basic tools for using New Testament
Greek as resource in preaching and
teaching. Students will learn the Greek
alphabet and introductory words from
the Johannine literature. Word usage
for the creation of illustrations will also
be explored. These tools will enable students to understand various nuances of
the biblical text and how to use them
within the preaching and teaching contexts to grow and enliven understanding for the practice of ministry.
SEMINAR 3
Christian Women’s Ministry
This course answers questions about
what women’s ministry is and how programs can be developed to establish a
unified effort to motivate and articulate
the message of God to this special group
of Christian servants. It also examines
the biblical foundation and models for
a successful women’s ministry. A variety
of biblical women and their contributions to ministry are analyzed for contemporary ministry models. The spiritual needs of women also are explored.
SEMINAR 4
Dangerously in Love: How to
Reach, Rescue and Restore
Victims of Abuse
This interactive course will explore
real-life situations, providing wisdom
on such critical questions as: What is
the best way to communicate with domestic abuse victims in your church?
What is the church’s role in addressing
domestic violence? What tools, and
other resources can you offer that will
help provide the best care to victims of
abuse? Become better equipped, as a
member of the faith community, to
show the light and love of Christ, fellowshipping with him by joining him
in His work to reach, rescue and restore
victims of abuse.
SEMINAR 5
The Vision Led Church
In a sincere, matter-of-fact way, the
seminar highlights the nuances that
plague and stifle the work of the church.
Strategic planning, which allows for
both God and governance, is needed in
the church today in order to move the
masses forward toward the work God intended. The word and role of Scripture,
applied to daily living, has a meaningful
and empowering effect on the people
and the communities where churches

seek to serve. Prepare to engage in one of
the most influential and Spirit-filled
journeys upon which your church and
membership can embark.
BS1015B—Analysis of the
Old Testament
This course is a survey examination of
the New Testament books of the Bible.
The Gospel accounts, Acts, and the Epistles are examined for their historical and
theological perspectives. This study also
includes dates of composition, authorship, purpose, audience, and exploration
of the major themes of each book and
their relationship to the New Testament
and the Bible as a whole.
PSG1304—Discovering Your
Spiritual Gifts
This course provides an examination
of spiritual gifts and how the Christian
can discover and use them in ministry
and life. Students gain a foundation to
develop their individual ministries in relationship to the church and the areas of
ministry appropriate for their giftedness.
PSG1600—Outreach Ministry:
Personal Evangelism for
Today’s Christian
This course presents a methodological study of evangelism that
teaches an unobtrusive and comfortable
approach to daily evangelism. It examines
techniques for evangelizing individual
persons and small groups. It studies the
establishment of a personal relationship
with people as precursor to accepting
Christ as Lord and Savior.

instruction.
CTM 2301—Adult Christian Life:
Teaching Tools for Christian
Education
The focus of this course is to provide a practical approach to communicating effectively with adults while investigating creative methods for
instructing adults. Contemporary
teaching/learning methods will be discussed, and instruction will be given
in lesson planning. The most up-todate resources for focused teaching
will be used and encouraged.
MEC2500—Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary Department #1
This course provides training for
women in Christian auxiliary missionary work. Geared toward women in all
life stations and situations, this course
facilitates women’s ministry from a benevolent perspective. It helps women to
develop support groups that can be oriented to helping the local church achieve
its overall ministry program goals.
MEC2503—Christian Brotherhood
This course provides training for
Christian men in missionary work. This
course shows Christian men how to
unite to facilitate ministry in the church
and the community. It examines the
brotherhood as a Christian fellowship
of men working together to support the
variety of ministries in the church. It
also addresses issues related to what it
means to be a man, a husband, a father,
and a disciple of Jesus Christ.

Don’t Miss a Single Event!

Download the Congress 2019
Registration Book!
www.nationalbaptistcongress.org

PSG1900—Christian Women
This course examines the various
contributions Christian women make
to the faith. It examines their values,
strengths, weaknesses, and ability to
mentor young women in their struggle
to live for Jesus.
PSG1935—Marriage God’s Style
This course examines biblical marriage as instituted by God in Genesis
1—2, and supported by Jesus and the
Apostle Paul.
CTM 2100—Teaching SchoolAged Children (6–11)
The focus of this course is to provide
a practical approach to teaching and
communicating effectively with schoolaged children. The course investigates
the skill levels, capabilities, and limitations of 6–11 year olds and provides creative teaching methods for maximum
comprehension in the classroom. Contemporary teaching/learning methods
will be discussed, and lesson planning

SM3000—Music, Liturgy,
and Worship
This course examines the importance
of music and liturgy in worship. It
demonstrates how to plan a worship
service that incorporates thematic music and liturgy for Christian worship
services and other programs. Designed
for music ministers. It also shows worship leaders and minsters of music how
to work within the framework of the
pastoral and other ministries to present
programs of worship that teach and
nourish congregations in their desire to
glorify God.
SM3001—The Excellent
Choir Member
This course examines the responsibilities of choir members and how their
role is important to the ministry of the
church on various levels. It examines
choir etiquette and the choir ministry
as a supporting wing of the church and
pastoral ministries. Proper selection of
Follow us on

songs that complement the sermon are
also examined. Additional but limited
time will be given to voice, hearing, and
note training.
SM3100—The Dynamics of the
Usher’s Ministry
This course is a study providing an
examination of the critical roles and
essential components of ushering. It
covers signs, signals, church etiquette,
and policy comprehension for ushers
to properly carry out their responsibilities as hosts of the church. Proper
seating instruction is also included in
this course of study.
SM3200—Effective Church
Nursing
This course is a study of ethical principles that will assist the Christian nurse
in administering safe health practices to
congregants while serving the local
church, ministry groups, and large
numbers of people. Nurses will be
taught observation techniques as well as
basic health techniques. Life saving
techniques will also be taught.
SM3320—Pastoral Leadership
and Care
This course is for both new and experienced pastors. It will provide an
analysis of time management, stress, difficult church members, church conflict,
counseling, delegating authority, and
responsibility. It will also examine pastoral care from the perspective of the
church caring for its pastor.
SM3325—Hermeneutics for
Dynamic Preaching
This course prepares students to uncover meaning of the biblical text for
preaching and teaching. It examines
culture, social structures, words, people, lifestyle, and language as resources
for development of sermons and lesson plans. Students will learn methods
to discover the jewels embedded in the
text that will provide a better understanding of what the original writer
intended for readers to know. Word
usage will also be examined as a way to
uncover theological meaning related
to the text in question.
SM3351—Spouses of Pastors
and Ministers
This course is a study designed to
give encouragement in the midst of
the unreal expectations placed on the
minister’s spouse and family. It provides ministry situations and case
study analyses for ministry couples. It
analyzes the role of ministers’ spouses
and their families and the congregation’s understanding and expectations
of the first family.
SM3375—Single’s Ministry for
Christian Adults
This course analyzes how single adults
can praise and worship God in their
work, play, and overall lifestyle environments. It examines the realities of human sexuality, dating, and living together as an alternative to Christian marriage.
Continued on page 5

@NationalBaptist

@NationalBaptist
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Congress Hotel Information
Lodging Available at Overflow Hotels

• Ask for the National Baptist Congress group rate.
• Please contact hotel for additional information on check payments.
• For more information, visit: www.nationalbaptistcongress.org
Home2 Suites by Hilton Charlotte University Research Park
625 McCullough Drive, Charlotte, NC 28262
(704) 659-5100
Room Rate: $109.00
Residence Inn by Marriott Charlotte University Research Park
8503 North Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28262
(704) 547-1122
Room Rate: $94.00 (Studio King) • $109.00 (Deluxe)

SM3400—Wanted:
Servant-Minded Deacons
This course discusses the role of the
diaconate in a successful and fruitful
partnership between pastor and congregation. It examines Acts 6:1–7,
1 Timothy 3:8–13, and other passages of
Scripture to discover the role, function,
and responsibilities of deacons. It also
studies the deacon family ministry plan.
SM3401—The Ministry of
the Deaconess
This course is an overview of the role
and spiritual development of the
deaconess and church mother. It also
examines their biblical foundation and
historical development in the local
church. Biblical women such as Eunice,
Lois, and Phebe are examined.
SM3500—Modern Discipleship:
Sunday School and Small
Group Study
This course explores the growth and
development of the Sunday school,
how to develop and organize the Sunday school for growth, how to move
people into positions of leadership, and
effective ways to train and equip leaders. It also examines how to use the
Sunday school as a tool for evangelism
and other church ministries.
SM3526—The Development of
Contemporary Training for the

youth ministry and provide training to
those who seek to develop or engage in
ministry to youth between ages 12–17
and young adults to age 25. It examines
issues of leadership, biblical principles
and application, activities, and methods of reaching and motivating youth.
SM3675—Faith and Finances
This course examines how faith impacts our finances, budgets, forecasts,
and planning. It analyzes Christian
stewardship in terms of the use of our
money and other tangible assets.
SM3685—Religious Dance
for Adults
This is a three-part course that examines dance theory, the theological
and historical foundations of religious
dance for youth, and principles of
dance techniques for adults. It teaches
students to appreciate a variety of worship art forms. This group learns the
broader implication of what it means
to praise and worship God in the
Christian context.
YC5020—Young Learners
(Ages 6–8)
This course is an age-appropriate
study focusing on God’s Word and its
relevance in the life of middle/elementary children today that will challenge
them to apply and live God’s Word daily. It focuses on the central principle of

Join the Parade!

March for Jesus Parade

Staging at 8:30 a.m. / Parade at 9:00 a.m.

www.nationalbaptistcongress.org

Church (CTC) Ministry
This course provides a practical, strategic, step-by-step guide in developing
a ministry training program for the local church. It helps leaders to focus on
ministry and biblical training as a way
to educate and inform church leaders
and workers. It focuses on teaching
Baptist doctrine, policy, and practice.

Christian love as shown in the ministry
of Jesus. Select Scripture passages that
evaluate Jesus’ love for others will be examined as the context for teaching children about God’s love for them. John
3:16 is the underlining emphasis of the
session along with John 14–16. Other
Bible stories that emphasize Jesus’ love
will also be examined.
SM3665—Leadership in Training: YC5030—Adventurers with Jesus
Engaging in Youth Ministry
(Ages 9–11)
This course is an age-appropriate
This course examines ministry to
Follow us on

@TheNationalBaptistCongress and @RHBoydPublishing

Fairfield Inn & Suites Charlotte Uptown
201 S. McDowell Street, Charlotte, NC 28204
(704) 372-7550
Room Rate: $149.00
Hyatt Place Charlotte Airport/Lake Pointe
4119 South Stream Blvd, Charlotte, NC 28217
(704) 357-8555
Room Rate: $104.00
Hampton Inn Charlotte–University Place
8419 North Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28262
(704) 548-0905
Room Rate: $89.00
study focusing on God’s Word and its
relevance in the life of older elementary
children today that will challenge them
to apply and live God’s Word daily.
Specifically the focus of this week’s session will be on what it means to believe
in Jesus. It will examine the areas of
faith by analyzing passages of the Bible
from both the Old and New Testaments. Select passages such as Moses
before the Red Sea, Jesus in Jerusalem
and Nazareth, the Transfiguration, and
the faithful biblical heroes of Hebrews
11 will be studied.

Must be enrolled in this class to
compete. It integrates military style
commands and movements with
Scripture verses, hymns, and other aspects of Christian worship that lead to
a greater understanding of the Bible.
YC5501A—Religious Dance for
Youth (Ages 5–11)
This is a three-part course that examines Christian dance theory, the
theological and historical foundations
of religious dance for children, and
principles of dance techniques. For
children ages 5–11. It teaches students to appreciate a variety of worC5100—Seekers for Jesus
ship art forms. This group learns the
(Ages 12–14)
The faith development of tweens and broader implication of what it means
early teens will be examined. Select Bi- to praise and worship God in the
ble stories and passages will be explored Christian context.
to evaluate students’ comprehension of YC5501B—Religious Dance for
basic biblical values and principles.
Youth (Ages 12–17)
YC5120—Teen Scene
This is a three-part course that ex(Ages 15–17)
amines dance theory, the theological
This course examines the faith cogni- and historical foundations of religious
tive development of older teenagers. It dance for youth, and principles of
builds on the learning concepts intro- dance techniques. For youth ages 12–
duced in the previous class.
17. It teaches students to appreciate a
variety of worship art forms. This
YC5300—Oratorical Scholarship
group learns the broader implication
Competition: Techniques for
of what it means to praise and worship
Public Speaking
This is an in-depth study of tech- God in the Christian context.
niques and methods used to enhance YC5502—Religious Mime
public speaking within the context of
This class teaches the techniques of
the church. This course is for contes- mime for individuals and groups who
tants in the T. B. Boyd, Jr. Oratorical wish to use this creative art form in
Contest. Contestants must be in the worship and ministry. It examines the
11th or 12th grade. Students will learn biblical bases for mime and helps stuthe various types of speech (persuasive, dents to develop authentic methods of
informative, instructional, entertain- spiritual expression to praise God withment, and special occasion) as well as in the context of worship.
the parts of speech that will help them YCA5904—Choir
to develop solid composition for oral
This course is a music ministry for
presentation. Selection of proper topics young people. It teaches children and
also will be studied.
youth basic music and voice usage for
YC5401A—Drill Team
Christian worship. Children are given
(Ages 12 and Younger)
instruction on singing in parts, harmoThis course teaches techniques and ny, and development of their vocal cords.
methods for Drill Team presentation. They also learn worship discipline.
Must be enrolled in this class to com- YCA 5914
pete. It integrates military maneuvers Youth Summit 13-17
with Scripture verses and Christian
This course examines relevant issues
hymns as a way to increase Bible knowl- facing youth. Its purpose is to provide a
edge and understanding and to enliven Christian perspective in an exchange of
the experience of worship for children.
ideas and thoughts that both challenge
and inform youth in decision making.
YC5401B—Drill Team (Ages 13
__________________
and Older)
This course teaches techniques and *NOTE: Congress course offerings
methods for Drill Team presentation. and schedule subject to change.
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A Milestone in National Pageantry

For the First Time Miss America, Miss Teen USA, and Miss USA All Are African-American
Despite a long history of segregation and racism,
America’s top pageants have broken racial barriers
in recent decades. Vanessa Williams became the
first black woman to win the Miss America title in
1984. Carole Gist won Miss USA in 1990. Janel
Bishop won Miss Teen USA in 1991.
Each competition has had multiple black winners since. Last week, for the first time, black women wore the crowns of all three major pageants simultaneously.
Cheslie Kryst, 28, won the Miss USA contest,
and Kaliegh Garris, 18, won Miss Teen USA. They
joined Nia Franklin, 25, who was crowned as the
2019 Miss America in September.
The three wins have become a powerful symbol of how much American views on beauty have
evolved from a past marred by racism and gender
stereotypes, even as black women leaders are still
severely underrepresented in other fields, like corporate America or in Congress.
“It is important to little brown and black girls
to see three strong figures, three strong women,
African-American women that are doing so much
great work,” Ms. Franklin said on Saturday. “People will argue that race doesn’t matter. But race
does matter in America, because of the history, because of slavery.”
News of the pageant wins resonated with many
on Saturday, drawing words of support from the actress Halle Berry and Senator Kamala Harris, who
is vying for the 2020 Democratic Party presidential
nomination, among other influential figures.
“Nia, Cheslie, and Kaliegh: you are trailblazers,
creating your own path on your own terms,” Ms.
Harris said on Twitter.
The attention comes as the country increasingly rethinks long-held gender norms, spurred on

Nia Franklin, Miss America, Cheslie Kryst, Miss USA, and Kaliegh Garris, Miss Teen USA achieved history as 2019 marks
the first year when all three crowns are held by African-American women.

by the #MeToo movement. Pageants have recently
sought to put more emphasis on the offstage lives
of the women and girls, highlighting their accomplishments and charity work, instead of only their
appearances. Last year, the Miss America Organization announced it would end the swimsuit contest,
among other changes.
It’s the racial history of pageants that the “trifecta
of black winners” perhaps highlights the most, said
Ashley Nkadi, a former Miss Black Ohio who has
written about the pageants’ past.
“I think the image of it is very important, especially knowing where mainstream pageantry has
come from,” she said.

Black women have long been underrepresented
in the contests, said Elwood Watson, a professor
of history and African-American studies at East
Tennessee State University. For decades, they were
barred from Miss America contests.
“They have always been seen as ‘the other,’ and
white women have always been the standard of
beauty,” he said.
The 1968 Miss America pageant held in Atlantic City is one of the most infamous examples of
that dynamic. The competition was held as a fight
for civil rights raged across the country; only white
women were in the pageant.
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Honoring Motherhood

RHBPC Staffers Share Special Thoughts and Remember Heartwarming Moments
Mothers Lead by Example

Mrs. Yvette Boyd (second left), with her children,
Shalae, LaDonna and Justin

As a mother, I have always tried to lead by
example and stress to my children the Golden Rule:
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you.” I also taught my children that any achievements
in life require time. Never be envious of your friends
if they reach their goal(s) before you; be happy for
them. Another important life truth that I tried to
teach them is always remember: To have a friend is
to be a friend.
Yvette Boyd, Coordinator
R.H. Boyd Endowment
Always on My Mind
My mother always stressed to her daughters that
education is essential to a woman’s capacity to take
care of herself. Whenever I came home during
college breaks, my mother and I would sit at our
kitchen table to catch up on the incidentals of our
lives. During one Christmas break, I remember
telling her about a sweater I’d seen in a department
store. It was really beautiful, but beyond a college
student’s budget. I went back to school in January
and didn’t return home again until spring break.
During our catch-up session, my mother smiled
and said, “Go in the guest bedroom. There’s
something I want you show you.” I got up from the
kitchen table, thinking she’d gotten a new bedspread
or similar addition to the decor. On the bed lay the
sweater I’d told my mother about. I was beyond
ecstatic! Of course, being the thrifty woman that
she was, she’d gotten it on sale. I dearly loved that
sweater and kept it for many years after it was out of
fashion. That sweater, more than a garment, was a

reminder to me that I was on my mother’s mind,
even when I was away from her, and that she listened
to me...really listened to the babblings of a young
woman full of ideas, dreams, and ambitions.
Olivia M. Cloud
Associate Editor
The Most Giving Spirit
Most people think they have the best mother in
the world. I’m no different. I think mine was the
best. I have so many good memories with my mom.
The Lord called her home in 1992, and I still miss
her every day. The memory that I pulled from one
of many to share is from Christmas. My mom was a
great cook (the best) and a great baker (the best).
During the Christmas season, she would bake every
kind of cake imaginable. She would make sure that
my two older brothers and I each had our favorite
cake during the holidays. The dining room table
would be full of cakes! Best of all, once the cakes
were on the table, we never had to wait until Christmas day to cut a slice from our favorite. She would
always say, “Cut what you want and enjoy. You may
not make it until Christmas.” My mom was an
amazing lady who had the most giving spirit of anyone I have ever known, and I think of her daily.
Ms. Anna Kirby
Customer Service Rep.
My Umbrella
My grandmother, “Nana,” has been my umbrella
in life. She is the strong woman whom God brought
to protect me in the midst of my childhood storm.
My Nana and Granddaddy together raised their
biological children and their adopted children, one
of whom was my mother. When I was born, my
mom already was battling mental illness. When I
turned five, she asked my nana to raise me. Instead

Jori Wright and “Nana”
Patricia Heard
(circa 2000) and (r) in 2019.

of saying, “No, I think my child-raising years are
over,” or “Girl, are you crazy?” she said yes to a
journey that would be far from easy.
As I got older, drugs and homelessness crippled
my mom’s life; nevertheless Nana became the mother
figure that I needed, my umbrella. She was at every
game, step practice, dance recital, you name it. My
nana even pushed me in high school and always
preached about how important it is to further your
education. She surrounded me with positive influences and put me in programs where I could have
mentors who took me to different colleges to show
the kind of career fields they could offer.
By the time I reached high school, I hadn’t even
planned on going to college due to all of the personal, mental, and emotional highs and lows I had battled. But I kept hearing my nana say, “Gurl, if you
don’t go, I’ma get you! But no, Jori, all jokes aside,
forreal, forreal. I want you to go to college because
I wish I would have listened to my grandmother
and went. As a parent you’re supposed to want better for your child or grandchild.”
So I listened to my nana and became the first
generation college graduate in my family. I thank
my nana through it all—through the tears, through
the yelling, through the laughing, and of course, all
the love. She deserves all the thanks. I can never
thank God enough for sending my grandmother to
cover me, love me, and nurture me to womanhood.
I never realized until earlier this year, when I gave
a testimony about my life during chapel service here
at work that my nana was my umbrella sent by God
to protect me during my life’s storm.
Ms. Jori Wright
Accounts Receivable Clerk
Not Today, Son...
After a hard day’s work my mother was coming
up the walkway toward the front door. For some
reason, I ran onto the porch and threw a tantrum,
what the old folks used to call a “hissy fit.” My
mother looked at me, then walked around me and
went inside the house. Normally, my parents didn’t
tolerate a lot of what they called “foolishness” from
children, but I guess that day she was just too tired
to deal with me.
Sam Hyde
Production Supervisor

Please visit
www.nationalbaptist.com/resources/ministry-opportunities for more details.
First Missionary Baptist Church
Huntsville, Ala.
Staff Minister for Youth and Young Adults
First MBC prayerfully announces a call for applications from persons interested in applying for this
of full-time staff position. To apply for this position, please go to: www.fmbc.org for further details
and application package. Applications will be accepted until June 14, 2019.
Olympia Fields, Ill.
Grace Missionary Baptist of Markham
Senior Pastor
Located in southern suburb Chicago, we seek
a full-time servant leader committed to preaching
and teaching; whose life bears testimony of divine
calling and gifts for ministry; and who exposits
biblical principles and Scripture in dynamic,
creative and insightful ways to our membership.
Applications will be accepted until June 30, 2019.
Follow us on

Israel Missionary Baptist Church
Atlanta, Ga.
Senior Pastor
Israel Missionary Baptist Church is a God-fearing ministry that was founded five decades after
slavery was abolished. IMBC was founded in 1916
by a prayer band that, through faith, desired a place
where they could worship God in truth and Spirit
and become, “A church with a Christ-like spirit and
a God-given program. We are a great people, with
great power, seeking a great senior pastor! Applications will be accepted until June 10, 2019.
Greater Beulah Missionary Baptist Church
Dothan, Ala.
Pastor
The pastor has the primary responsibility for
preaching and teaching the Word of God and sustaining biblical doctrines of Greater Beulah MBC.
In addition, the pastor is responsible for discipling

@TheNationalBaptistCongress and @RHBoydPublishing

Ministry
Opportunities

and equipping the saints for ministry providing
spiritual, pastoral, outreach, administrative and servant leadership to the congregation of GBBC. Applications will be accepted until June 17, 2019.
Mt. Prospect Baptist Church
Rock Hill, SC
Senior Pastor
Mount Prospect is a multi-generational church
with a mission, as a family of believers, to come
together to worship, to praise, and to study God’s
Word. MPBC is seeking a senior pastor who is a
creative leader that earnestly seeks God’s will above
all other motivations. The candidate will act as a
shepherd of God’s people, effectively helping the
congregation to grow in their faith and consistently
reach the lost. Candidates should send: cover letter, resume, and three references, including pastoral
leader to Mt. Prospect Baptist Church, Attn: Shelma Scales, P. O. Box 10608, Rock Hill, SC.

