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A Salute to Fathers
Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. 
Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. (Psalm 127:3-5, ESV)

Junteenth Milestones: Black Independence Day
Black Independence Day, otherwise 

known as Juneteenth, is one of the 
most important days in Black History, 
representing freedom and liberation.

Following are a few facts that you 
may not have known about the cele-
bration of the emancipation of the last 
enslaved Americans.

President Abraham Lincoln issued 
the preliminary Emancipation Procla-
mation on September 22, 1862, but it 
took another two and one-half years 
before emancipation was achieved in 
every state. The final version became 
law on Jan. 1, 1863.

Union soldiers arrived in Galveston, 
Texas, on June 19, 1865, to announce 
that the Civil War had ended and that 
the enslaved were free. Union General 
Gordon Granger delivered the good 
news in Galveston, Texas, issuing Gen-
eral Order No. 3 and officially freeing 
America’s final slaves.

The end of the war also meant the 
end of extreme religious persecution, 
where Blacks in some states like South 
Carolina were forced to worship in se-

cret because all-Black churches were 
outlawed. 

On January 1, 1980, Juneteenth be-
came an official state holiday in Texas. 
African-American state legislator Al 
Edwards’ bill marked Juneteenth as 
the first emancipation celebration to 
receive official state recognition.

Juneteenth is not a federal holiday, 
but 43 of the 50 U.S. states and the 
District of Columbia recognize it as a 
ceremonial holiday. There are more 
than 200 cities in the nation that cele-
brate Black Independence Day with 
festivals or other events.

June 19 still held significance near-
ly 100 years after slavery. It was on 
June 19, 1964, that the Civil Rights 
Act was approved after surviving an 
83-day filibuster in the US Senate. 
The law signed by President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, guaranteed equal access 
to public accommodations “without 
discrimination or segregation on the 
ground of race, color, religion, or na-
tional origin.”

Reprinted from www.newsone.com
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Texas Juneteenth Day Celebration, 1900. (Austin History Center, Austin Public Library). 
On June 19, 1865 Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger, landed at 

Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were now 
free. This announcement was made two and a half years after President Lincoln’s 

Emancipation Proclamation, which had become official January 1, 1863.



2 • Union Review • June 2019

Follow us on @TheNationalBaptistCongress and @RHBoydPublishing

This Issue...

Juneteenth Milestones: 
Black Independence Day

p. 1

From the Publisher
p. 2 

Congress 2019 Highlights 
p. 3

New Congress Dean and 
 Associate Dean Named  

at 113th Session 
p. 4

Documentary Looks Back at 
Church Shooting 

p. 5

Congress 2019  
Pictorial Highlights 

p. 6 

To Be Black and Father
p. 8

The Faith of a Father
p. 8

Ministry Opportunities
p. 8

THE NATIONAL  BAPTIST 
UNION REVIEW

R. H. BOYD, D.D., LL.D.
Founder (1896–1922)

H. A. BOYD, D.D.
(1922–1959)

T. B. BOYD, JR., D.D.
(1959–1979)

T. B. BOYD III, D.D.
(1979–2017)

LaDonna Boyd, MBA
President/CEO

David Groves, D.Min., Ph.D.
Director of Publications

EDITORIAL STAFF

Tia Ferrell, M.S. 
Coordinator

Olivia M. Cloud, M.R.E. 
Associate Editor

Vivian Crutcher, M.Div.
Landon Dickerson, M.T.S.

Amy L. Lee, B.S.
Niger Woodruff, M.Div.

Brittany Batson, B.A.
Freida Crawley, B.S.

Carla Davis, B.A.

THE NATIONAL BAPTIST UNION REVIEW (USPS 372-300 or ISSN 

0744-7353) is  published monthly with one extra edition at 

6717 Centennial Boulevard, Nashville, Tennessee 37209-1017, 

by the National Baptist Publishing Board/R.H. Boyd Publishing 

Corporation. Periodical postage paid at  

Nashville, Tennessee.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

The National Baptist Union Review  
 6717 Centennial Boulevard

Nashville, Tennessee 37209-1017

To our loyal readers, 
June is a significant month as we 

take the time to honor our fathers, cel-
ebrate the coming of summer, and con-
vene at the National Baptist Congress. 
I am especially grateful to my father, 
Dr. T. B. Boyd III, for his leadership, 
love for his family, and commitment to 
the community. I am also grateful for 
his prudent leadership over the R.H. 
Boyd Publishing Corporation and for 
the National Baptist Congress for more 
than 40 years.

The 113th session of the National 
Baptist Congress was an epic event! We 

continue to receive positive comments 
regarding the execution of the entire 
Congress, as well as the variety of offer-
ings for all members of the family. RHB 
staff and I are very pleased to know that 
so many of you responded positively to 
the changes that have been made to the 
Congress programming and format! 
During the Congress week, we truly 
engaged in Fellowship with Christ and 
with one another.

There aren’t enough ways to say 
thank you to the stellar team of Host 
Committee members from Charlotte’s 
St. Paul Baptist Church! Dr. and Mrs. 
Scott were gracious and attentive hosts. 
They ensured that we were treated like 
royalty in the Queen City.

We now set our sights on Dallas for 
the 114th annual session, and we are ex-
cited to have R.H. Boyd board member 
Dr. T. L. Brown and Mrs. Ruth Brown 
and the New Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
as our hosts. They already have begun 
planning for our arrival in Dallas.

In the months ahead, additional de-
tails are forthcoming about our excit-
ing new Congress 365 format!  With 
our new Congress dean, Dr. Gerald 
Dew, and associate dean Dr. Marlon 
Coleman, we are postured to give our 
attendees a new Congress experience. 
For more information on the 114th 

session, including early bird registra-
tion, seminars, courses, entertainment, 
and other events, or to download var-
ious forms, please visit our website at 
www.nationalbaptistcongress.org and 
social media pages @nationalbaptist.

On a somber note, June marks the 
anniversary of the tragic shooting of 
nine faithful Christians at Mother Em-
manuel Church in Charleston, SC. 
The surviving victims and all the fami-
lies impacted continue to heal and put 
their lives back to some semblance of 
normalcy. We continue to uplift them 
in prayer. We also applaud Stephen 
Curry and Viola Davis for telling the 
story of the Charleston 9 in the docu-
mentary Emanuel. 

Finally, Happy Juneteenth to every-
one! Let us remember with reverence 
our forebears who bore the burden of 
enslavement, yet through their perse-
verance left a legacy of which we can 
be proud.

Words from the Publisher 
LaDonna Boyd

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd
President/CEO

Congress 2019: Fellowship with Christ” 
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Congress 2019 Highlights
A Week of Events Emphasize Fellowship and Faith in Christ

The 113th annual session of the 
National Baptist Congress gathered 
at the Sheraton Charlotte Hotel 
under the theme “Fellowship with 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:4–9). The 
week’s activities included nationally-
known speakers, teachers, and gospel 
performers, as well as daily general 
sessions, special luncheons and events 
for children and youth.

The family-oriented conference, 
sponsored by the R.H. Boyd Publish-
ing Corporation, is a gathering place 
for faith leaders and laypersons to 
obtain leadership training, gain inspi-
ration and information from church 
professionals, and spend time in fel-
lowship with other believers who have 
a mission and mandate to serve Christ. 

The Congress offers Christian 
education training and fellowship to 
believers of all ages and in various dis-
ciplines, including hermeneutics for 
preaching, social media for churches, 
evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible 
School, ushers, diaconate, women’s 
ministry, and more. 

The Congress Sunday School at the 
host church, St. Paul Baptist Church, 
set the tone for the week, and featured 
a well-developed review of the lesson 
by Dr. Monica Redmond, executive 
pastor at the church. 

Teens and children from the 
East Coast to the Southwest regions 
of the country participated in 
various ministries and competitions, 
including BTU, drill and dance 
team competitions, and oratorical 
competitions, and a youth rally that 
featured spoken word and youth  
sharing their Christian testimonies. 
The winning teams beamed with pride 
as their coveted awards were announced 
and they came forward to receive the 
trophies symbolizing their victory.

The NMBCA Summer Meeting 
preceded the Congress kickoff, 

as churches around the country 
convened for their session. 

The Faith Leaders’ Luncheon fea-
tured an inspirational message from 
Pastor Bryan Carter, senior pastor of 
Concord Church in Dallas, Texas. 
The luncheon closed with prayers for 
specific ministries within the church.

Following the luncheon, Congress 
faculty members gathered for their 
annual training session, led by Dr. 
Eric Johnson, pastor of Galilee Baptist 
Church in Louisville, Ky and Dr. 
David Groves, director of publishing 
at the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corp.

Many attendees took advantage 
of the afternoon seminars offered 
on a broad variety of subjects, from 
women’s ministry to church growth to 
addressing sexual abuse in the church. 
“Dangerously in Love: How to Reach, 
Rescue and Restore Victims of Abuse,” 
a session on the journey to wholeness 
after sexual abuse, was facilitated by 
Ashes of Tamar author Tonya Neal.  
Dr. Jacquie Hood Martin led a 
seminar on envisioning a new church 
with emerging and nontraditional 
leadership roles.

Dr. Peter Wherry, senior pastor of 
Charlotte’s Mayfield Memorial Baptist 
Church, closed Tuesday’s activities 
with a profound message during the 
Late Night service.

The first official day of Congress 
began on Wednesday with the March 
for Jesus Parade, led by president/
CEO Ms. LaDonna Boyd, along with 
R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation 
board members, Congress guests, and 
several drill teams. 

During the opening session, 
Ms. LaDonna Boyd gave a State of 
the Congress address, followed by a 
message of inspiration from 2019 host 
pastor, Dr. Robert C. Scott, senior 
pastor of Charlotte’s St. Paul Baptist 
Church. Mrs. Yvette Boyd made a 

presentation on behalf of the R.H. 
Boyd Family Endowment.

During the Wednesday morning 
session, Ms. Boyd presented the R.H. 
Boyd Excellence Award to Mr. Oscar 
Alexis, Dr. Heather Burton, and Dr. 
Pamela Hardy for their many years of 
loyal service to the Congress in the drill 
team, oratorical, and dance ministries, 
respectively. The renowned Pastor 
Shirley Caesar closed the session with 
her powerful gospel singing voice.

Following the opening session, a 
capacity crowd filled the Women of 
Wisdom Luncheon to hear a rousing 
message from Ambassador Suzan 
“Sujay” Johnson Cook, followed 
by more inspirational singing from 
Pastor Shirley Caesar. The luncheon 
also featured the First Lady’s Fashion 
Show, with models attired in garments 
carried by Congress vendors.

The afternoon’s activities were 
devoted to Youth Congress and adult 
courses, along with drill team and 
dance competitions.

Wednesday evening’s Praise and 
Laughs, hosted by Christianee Porter 
(The Christi Show as Ms. Shirleen), 
featured an inspirational gospel 
concert of songs from artist Erica 
Campbell of the Mary Mary singing 
duo, and powerful selections from St. 
Paul’s choir. 

On Wednesday night, Reverend 
Dr. Kimberly Moore, senior pastor of 
Emmanuel Missionary Baptist Church 
in Gastonia, NC, was the inspiring 
Late Night featured preacher. 

Thursday morning brought a new 
day of activities for Congress attendees. 
Dr. Kevin W. Cosby, pastor of St. 
Stephen Church in Louisville, Ky., 
and president of Simmons College of 
Kentucky, challenged attendees during 
his message to the morning session 
attendees. Also during the Thursday 
session, Ms. Boyd presented  the R.H. 

Boyd Service Award to Ms. Barbara 
Patterson for her dedicated service to 
the NMBCA and the Congress. 

Course instruction continued 
in the afternoon, along with drill 
team, dance, BTU and oratorical 
competitions. 

Family Night on Thursday 
featured premiere showing of 
Overcomer, a Christian-themed movie 
from the producers of The War Room. 
Both movies star Priscilla Shirer, an 
author, motivational speaker, actress, 
Christian evangelist and daughter 
of Dallas mega-church pastor Tony 
Evans. Miss Aryn Wright-Thompson, 
who plays a featured role in Overcomer 
as Hannah Scott, attended the 
viewing. Those who attended the 
viewing praised the film for its high 
quality message and production.

Bishop Claude Alexander, senior 
pastor of The Park Church in Charlotte, 
closed the Late Night sessions as the 
Thursday night preacher. 

The Friday session featured 
selections by Gospel artist Le’Andria 
Johnson, with NAACP national 
president Mr. Derrick Johnson 
as the keynote speaker. Following 
his message, Ms. Boyd presented 
Mr. Johnson with the R.H. Boyd 
Humanitarian Award.

The graduation ceremony and 
Youth Night concluded the Congress 
activities for 2019.

During the week, attendees were 
given an opportunity to pre-register 
for the 114th Congress. Dr. T.L. 
Brown and New Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church in Dallas, Texas will be the 
hosts. Anticipation is already high 
among prospective attendees for what 
the 2020 Congress will bring.
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Ms. LaDonna Boyd
Host

“Run forward when possible, walk ahead when you can, stagger onward when 
you must, but never cease your forward movement.” Vernon Howard

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! It is with a deep sense of humility, 
gratitude, and appreciation that I pen these opening words of thanks to our 
president and CEO, Ms. LaDonna Boyd, for appointing me to the position 
of dean of the National Baptist Congress. This is a great honor and a high 
privilege, one that I shall not take lightly; but shall, with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, serve at increasingly elevated levels of effectiveness to move Congress-
Forward. 

I come to this position with 34 years of involvement and participation in 
the Congress. I was blessed to serve 13 years as an instructor in the “Preaching 
Class,” along with the late Dr. Nehemiah Davis and with Dr. A. Charles 
Bowie, pastor emeritus of East Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio. 
What a joy it was to be in that number!

My Congress participation began in 1985, when Dr. T. B. Boyd III was 
president/CEO. Ms. LaDonna Boyd now holds this prestigious position and 
is ensuring new and innovative opportunities and possibilities for growth and 
expansion. Among them are: 
1. “Congress 365”—Ms. Boyd’s vision of positioning the Congress so 

attendees, constituents, and/or visitors may access the many training tools 
and trainers 365 days of the year. This opportunity will be a game-changer 
in the delivery of Christian education through a denominational 
organization. 

2. Expanding the youth activities—under the leadership of the associate 
dean, Rev. Dr. Marlon Coleman, to include “Praise/Performing Arts.” 
These expressions will include, but may not be limited to: drill teams, 
praise dancers, mime teams, step teams, and spoken word artists. These 
initiatives will move the Congress-Forward.

Our National Baptist Congress is positioning itself to continue as the 
premier organization for training and developing local church members, 
workers, leaders, ministers, and pastors for effective ministry. Our tools for 
moving Congress Forward includes an enhanced/experienced faculty, relevant 
courses, prolific general session speakers, and specialized instruction and 
training in biblical studies certified by an accredited Bible college/seminary. 
Participants in the Congress are guaranteed an awesome Congress-Forward 
experience of learning and growing.

The great opportunity Christian education affords us is the ability to apply 
scripture to our daily lives in ways that shape us into Christlikeness. However, 
when we apply scripture to our lives, that application must be with the aid of 
Christ and His Spirit. Abraham Kuruvilla says, “The child of God is never to 
attempt obedience with self-resources: that would be a self-glorifying, flesh 
driven, merit-attempting, grace-rejecting, faith-negating obedience to divine 
law…” May our engagement with and application of the scriptures always be 
with the aid of Christ and His Spirit, this process is Congress-Forward.

Dr. Gerald M. Dew
#CongressForward

Editor’s Note: Dr. Dew is pastor of the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 
in Chicago.  He is an instructor in the National Congress. He is director of 
the South Side Center for Urban Leadership and Affiliate Professor of Ministry 
at Northern Seminary in Chicago. He is a devoted husband to his wife, 
Marva, and is a caring father to two adult two children.

New Congress Dean and Associate Dean Named at 113th Session

Ms. LaDonna Boyd, president/CEO, poses with newly-appointed  
Congress dean, Dr. Gerald Dew (r) and associate 

 (Youth Congress) dean Dr. Marlon Coleman.

The 2019 National Baptist Congress was a huge success. The high level of 
energy and excitement combined with the synergy, and the atmosphere all 
have laid the framework for the success of future Congresses. Now more than 
at any other time, Congress 365 has the potential to become a reality for 
generation of believers across the globe! Our impact is growing from being an 
annual encounter to a unending, life-changing experience.

This year the positive experience I had as an adult brought me back in time 
to my fond memories of Congress as a child. We are successful when we can 
connect memories of joy with present day experiences of delight! One of my 
goals for the Congress is create positive memories that are not only shared, 
but also repeated to the delight of Congress delegates. 

As the associate dean of the Congress, my biggest highlight from the 113th 
session was the testimonials of the young people during the combined youth 
experience. Several of the youth shared that they have survived difficult life 
experiences because their youth groups were, in fact, their support groups. 
Only at the National Baptist Congress can young people share their faith in 
a way that encourages others to do the same.

The National Baptist Congress is now the launchpad for unlimited 
potential to be developed. We have the opportunity to attract churches and 
families by offering them the highest quality Christian education in an 
environment that produces disciples as well as afford opportunities for fun 
and entertainment. Join us and together we will change the world for Jesus.

Marlon J. Coleman, Th.D., MBA
Associate Dean, National Baptist Congress
Lead Pastor, The Temple of Hope (Antioch)

Dr. Gerald A Dew
Pastor, Antioch Baptist Church

Chicago, Ill.

Congress-Forward

Dr. Marlon Coleman
Lead Pastor, The Temple of Hope (Antioch)

Muskogee, Okla.

Congress Has Unlimited Potential

The cover image for this year’s Commentary was inspired by a kaleidoscope, 
bringing together our themes of fellowship and vision. Regardless of life’s 
distractions and our personal journeys, pain, and experiences, each of us is 
unique and we come together, beautifully broken, like colors and shapes in a 
kaleidoscope or a piece of art. The kaleidoscope is an amazing visual of harmony 
and order, similar to us as believers coming together to use our spiritual gifts to 
draw others into in the Kingdom of God. We are prayerful that the 2019–2020 
Boyd’s Commentary will enlighten readers to see new aspects of their faith. We 
all are constantly gaining new revelations and inspirations as God reveals Himself 
in deeper ways through Scripture, prayer, and study. 

Order your  
copy of  
Boyd’s 

Commentary 
2019–2020 

Edition  
today!

www.rhboyd.com
1-877-4RHBOYD
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Documentary Looks Back at Church Shooting
Emmanuel Film Remembers the Nine Lives Lost in Charleston, SC

On June 17, 2015, tragedy struck the nation 
when a white supremacist gunman took the 
lives of members of the Emanuel A.M.E. 
Church. 

In the documentary, witnesses, survivors 
and family members affected by the events in 
the Charleston, SC church share their stories. 
The documentary examines how faith, hope, 
and forgiveness help in healing a community 
after the church shooting. It weaves the history 
of race relations in Charleston, the significance 
and impact of Mother Emanuel Church, and 
the hope that somehow emerges in the after-
math of the shooting at the Mother Emanuel 
in 2015, when nine innocent people were mur-
dered by a white supremacist.

In the documentary Emanuel, executive pro-
duced by Steph Curry’s Unanimous Media, Vi-
ola Davis and Julius Tennon’s JuVee Productions 
and Mariska Hargitay, director Brian Ivie shed 
light on the events and highlights the power of 
forgiveness. “The documentary highlights how a 
horrible tragedy can bring a community togeth-
er, and spreads an important message about the 
power of forgiveness,” said Curry. “Stories like 
this are the reason we created Unanimous and 
entered the entertainment space. I hope the film 
inspires others like it does me.”

“We, along with the country, grieved each 
family’s loss,” add Davis and Tennon. “Yet, mi-
raculously, from this devastation we witnessed 
tremendous benchmarks of humanity. The sur-
vivors found courage to love in the face of 
hate.” The documentary focuses less on the 
shooter, more on the victims and the neighbor-
hood, showing “how faith, hope and forgive-
ness healed a community after the church 
shooting.” What a stunning, moving trailer - 
that song makes all the difference.

The film opened in theaters nationwide for a 
limited run through Fathom Events on June 17 
and 19 only. The film was made in direct part-

nership with the City of Charleston and the 
families affected by the tragedy. The producers 
will donate their share of profits from the film 
to the survivors of the shooting and the fami-
lies of the victims.

“Emanuel” documents the events of June 17, 
2015, when 21-year-old Dylann Roof walked 
into a Bible study group at Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
S.C., and killed nine African-American mem-
bers during their closing prayer.

The 75-minute film premiered at Geena Da-
vis’ 2018 Bentonville Film Festival last May, 
where it won the jury prize award for docu-
mentary, and screened at the Heartland Inter-
national Film Festival in October, where it was 
the audience-award winner. It will screen at the 
DOC NYC festival, which runs Nov. 14-15.

Curry said in a statement, “‘Emanuel’ is an 
incredibly powerful film and we’re honored to 
come on board as executive producers. The 
documentary highlights how a horrible tragedy 
can bring a community together, and spreads 
an important message about the power of for-
giveness. Stories like this are the reason we cre-
ated Unanimous and entered the entertain-
ment space. I hope the film inspires others like 
it does me.”

Unanimous Media was founded by Curry, 
CEO Jeron Smith and CCO Erick Peyton to 
produce TV, film and digital content mostly 
centered around family, faith and sports. The 
company announced a multiyear development 
and production deal with Sony Pictures 
Entertainment in April. “The ‘Emanuel’ 
documentary truly embodies Unanimous’ core 
values,” said Smith. “The shooting was intended 
to incite fear and hopelessness, but instead the 
victims and their families exhibited love and 
faith. This film celebrates their strength, and 
we couldn’t be more honored to be a part of it.”

The documentary, shown in theaters across the country on June 17 and 
19 only, has been hailed by critics as a powerful film and essential 
viewing. The film is the product executive producers Stephen Curry of 
the Golden State Warriors and actress Viola Davis.

Director Brian Ivie said, “I could not have asked for better 
partners than Stephen, Viola, and their teams to represent 
this story, and more importantly, these families, and their 
strong faith, to the world. We are beyond grateful.”

Reprinted from www.variety.com.

Visit www.nationalbaptistcongress.org for Details and Preregistration
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Congress 2019 Pictorial Highlights
Fellowship with Christ
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Please visit www.nationalbaptist.com/resources/ministry-opportunities for more details.

Saint Paul Baptist Church
Oxnard, Calif. 
Senior Pastor

Saint Paul is seeking a senior pastor who is a dy-
namic disciple maker, who will lead the church into 
a renewed season of local and global mission en-
gagement. We are seeking a pastor who is a dynamic 
preacher, faithfully relating God’s Word, applying it 
in concrete ways to current culture, is gifted in and 
enjoys interacting with and relating to others. Has 
a vision for leading intergenerational ministry. A 
pastor who will partner in ministry with staff, lay 
leaders, and other members of the church family. 

Send resume and cover letter addressed to “Pasto-
ral Search Committee,” Attention Minister Charles 
Simpson P.O. BOX 642, Oxnard, CA 93033. Ap-
plications will be accepted until position is filled.

Greater Solid Rock Baptist Church 
Riverdale, Ga.
Minister, Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

The Greater Solid Rock Baptist Church is seeking 
a part-time youth and young adult minister. General 
duties include: plan, direct, administer and evaluate 
a comprehensive youth ministry relevant to today’s 
youth with specific focus on the spiritual, physical, 
recreational, social and emotional development of 
youth; direct the teaching programs of the youth 

ministry to include, but not limited to Sunday 
school, mission organizations, and Discipleship 
Training in coordination and cooperation with the 
senior pastor. Salary and other benefits will be 
negotiated. Please submit a resume and cover letter 
to the church’s email address: gsrbc.youthminister.
search@gmail.com.

Mt. Prospect Baptist Church 
Rock Hill, South Carolina
Senior Pastor

Mt. Prospect is seeking a senior pastor who is a 
creative leader earnestly seeking God’s will above all 
other motivations. The candidate will act as a shep-
herd of God’s people, effectively helping the church 
grow in their faith and consistently reach the lost. 
Email cover letter, resume and three references; 
including pastoral leader, and two audio or video 
(links or files), (CD or DVD) of candidate leading 
worship to: ssca1es2@aol.com. Applications will be 
accepted until position is filled.

Second Baptist Church of Elgin 
Elgin, Ill 
Pastor 

Second Baptist has a rich history that reflects 
nearly 153 years that God has ordained and blessed 
our ministry Please visit www.sbcelginil.org to learn 
more about SBC, the pastoral search and to submit 

By Rev. Niger Woodruff
Myths of absentee or deadbeat black fathers 

are product of racist stereotypes. Mainstream 
culture lacks an honest portrayal of African-
American men as nurturers and caregivers, 
especially in regards to black children. We know 
the failure to recognize the humanity of black 
men continues the atrocities of mass 
incarceration, over-policing and state-
sanctioned violence; but when our society does 
not see the humanity of black men, it shows it 
lacks the imagination to see the full possibilities 
and promises of black manhood. 

Misinformation about single-parent homes 
and socio-economic status remain the tropes 
that traffic undue moral judgments on black 
men. Statistical data may paint a bleak picture 
of the harsh realities of racism black men face in 
the criminal justice system, but the whole truth 
about black fatherhood cannot be painted with 
a broad brush. There is ample evidence and 
statistical data to show black men are wonderful 
parental caregivers to their children. In fact, a 
2013 survey by the National Center for Health 
Statistics stated African-American fathers are 
the most responsible caregivers when compared 
to men of any other racial group. Could some 
black men be much better parental caregivers 
than they are at the moment? Absolutely. But 

so could some white men, Asian men, Latino 
men, and others. To be black and a father is to 
be a man who understands his humanity in the 
face of a culture that demands the right to 
refute his manhood. 

A beard is regarded as a sign and symbol of 
manhood in many cultures and religious 
traditions. I have sported a beard for thirteen 
years. I first grew a beard when my daughter 
was an infant baby. Staying up round the clock 
feeding and changing her, I simply did not have 
time to shave. However, as much as a beard is a 
clear sign and symbol of my masculinity, being 
a nurturer and caregiver to my daughter is a 
sure sign and symbol of my manhood. 

Warming bottles, changing diapers, reading 
books, and having tea parties with a growing 
baby girl helped me understand what it means 
to be a man. Masculinity is not being a chest-
beating brute. Masculinity is being gentle when 
rocking your baby to sleep. Masculinity is being 
sensitive to different communicative cries of 
your infant baby. Masculinity is being honest 
and vulnerable about your wholehearted love 
for your child(ren). Being a good dad is not a 
rare exception for black men. Being a good dad 
is the expectation for black men. Every day is 
Father’s Day! Celebrate Black Fathers. 

To Be Black and Father
Challenging Myths about Black Fathers

By Rev. Niger Woodruff
I’ve been tall, skinny, and black all of my life. I’ve basi-

cally been six feet tall  since I was 10 years old. I once 
showed my daughter a picture of me sitting on the couch 
at my grandmother’s house with my siblings, her aunts 
and uncles. I was all arms and legs. I looked like a grand-
daddy long-leg spider. 

As a ten-year old boy I sat straight up with my back flat 
against the back of the couch and my feet pressed on the 
floor while my 8-year-old brother’s legs next to me in the 
photograph did not even reach the end of couch cushion. 
Being that I am the same size now as I was 30 years ago, 
when my daughter looks at me today, I really want her to 
see how much my faith has grown. 

My faith is not the same size it was when I was a 10-year-
old boy. The reach of my arms may be just as it was then, 
but my faith extends so much farther. My legs may be just 
as long as they were then, but my faith walks in step to the 
rhythm of God’s everlasting grace.  My hands may be just 
as big as they were then, but now, when my daughter 
hands me her hopes, my faith is strong enough to hold her 
up in prayer. Even though my body may be the same size 
as it was when I was a boy, as a man, my faith is so much 
bigger, stronger, and more black-identified today than I 
was three decades ago. 

Men, may your faith grow and mature. Men, may your 
children see your faith shine bright. 

Happy Father’s Day!

The Faith of a Father

an application, if God calls you to do so. Questions 
regarding the search/application process should be 
submitted directly to the Pastoral Search Commit-
tee: secondbaptistchurchofelgin@gmail.com. 

The application period will remain open until July 
8, 2019.

Ministry
Opportunities

We want to hear  
from you!

Send news from your 
church, about your Sunday 

school, VBS, or Congress 
experience 
 to us at:  

unionreview@rhboyd.com

Your church is news!


