
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS  
FOR STARLIGHT BANDS

A WORD OF EXPLANATION
Because this is the small child’s introduction to parliamentary 

law, the approach should be as simple as possible. Explain to 
the children in the Band the need for laws and parliamentary 
procedure in order to ensure businesslike, efficient meetings, 
as well as to maintain courtesy and friendliness in the business 
meeting. Explain the reason why we must have some laws 
to govern groups when there are more than two or three 
working together. The Constitution of the Starlight Band 
follows the plan of the model Constitution and that of the 
Women’s Auxiliary. The few bylaws are simple and easily 
understood. The following is a brief description of the duties 
of each officer so the children may know what is expected of 
them. See that they understand fully the job they are elected 
to do. Strive to teach them that they hold office in order to 
serve the Band and their Lord Jesus Christ. Teach them why 
they should not follow the example of leaders who seek office 
for selfish reasons.

CONSTITUTION
Article 1. The society shall be known as the Starlight Band of 

the _______________________________________ Church.

Article 2. Its objectives shall be contributions, the study of the 
Bible, the spreading of information, and the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom through the work of a local Women’s Auxiliary 
sponsored by a National Convention.

Article 3. Any child under 12 years of age may become a 
member of the Starlight Band by paying 25¢ each month, which 
shall be given to the causes named in the guide.

Article 4. The officers shall be leader, president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer, and corresponding secretary. The president 
cannot vote while presiding. If she wishes to speak, she may ask 
the vice president for permission to take the chair.



Article 5. The officers of the Band shall be selected semi- 
annually or annually, as the Band thinks best. Meetings shall be 
held each week.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS
1. Leader

The leader shall have a general oversight of the work of the 
Band. Let her be a person of integrity and honesty of character, 
embodying the ideals she is seeking to develop in her Starlight 
Band. The leader is elected by the missionary society.

Leaders should study the interests of the Band, develop the 
talents of the boys and girls, and help them prepare for the 
parts assigned them on programs. The purpose of the office is 
to train the head and heart of each individual member to do 
good work for God. Leaders must be familiar with the rules of 
conducting business so they can show the president his/her 
duties; and they must also teach the secretary and treasurer 
how to manage their books properly so that the business of 
the Band may be done correctly and the young people are 
trained in habits of exactness.
2. President

It is the duty of the president to be at every meeting unless 
absent for a good cause, in which case she should send word 
to the leader that she will be absent. At the hour appointed 
for the meeting, it is the president’s duty to take the chair 
promptly and call the Band to order. When the minutes 
have been read, it is proper to say, “Are there any errors in 
the minutes?” If not, they stand approved. After reports of 
committees, the president should say, “You have heard the 
report. Will you adopt it as read?” Then, it is in order for a 
member to say, “I move its adoption”; another should say, “I 
second the motion.” If no one objects, the president shall say, 
“It is moved and seconded that the report be adopted. All in 
favor of its adoption say ‘aye,’ opposed ‘nay.”’ After the vote 
has been taken, she will announce whether or not it has been 
adopted.



HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE PRESIDENT
You are just beginning your work as president of the Starlight 

Band. Of course, you want to be the best president the Starlight 
Band has ever had, don’t you? If you follow these suggestions 
and the other suggestions your leader will make, I am sure she 
will vote that you have been an excellent president who gave 
100 percent when your term of office is finished.

A.  Study your  Bible readings daily (as suggested and outlined  
in your Sunday school quarterly).

B.  Pray each day for your Starlight Band, asking God to help 
you to be faithful.

C.  Study your lesson with thought and care each week so that  
you may give the part of any member who is absent.

D.  Be on time for each meeting and start on time, even if the  
leader happens to be late.

E.  Always be reverent and encourage the others to be reve- 
rent also.

F. Willingly obey what your leader asks you to do.
3. Vice President

The vice president should help the leader and president and 
preside whenever called upon to do so.
4. Recording Secretary

The recording secretary shall keep a correct list of members 
in a book, marking the attendance at roll call, and write the 
minutes of all meetings of the Band.
5. Corresponding Secretary

The corresponding secretary shall write all the letters of the 
Band and send a report each month to the state corresponding 
 secretary of all money raised and how the money was spent.
6. Treasurer

The treasurer shall collect the dues of members, keep a 
record of their names and addresses, keep all funds secure, 
and send money to the national corresponding secretary for 
the different causes at the close of each month.

 
 



COMMITTEES FOR THE STARLIGHT BAND
Committees are very helpful in a Starlight Band. They give 

each child a feeling of ownership of the Starlight Band; they 
develop a sense of responsibility; they encourage teamwork, 
etc. (See that these committees report at each meeting.) 

(a) MEMBERSHIP—Membership committees should always 
be alert to enlistment opportunities. Try to get all the children 
in your neighborhood or community to join your Sunday school 
and Starlight Band. Invite children who have moved into your 
community to come to your Sunday school and Starlight Band 
functions. If they cannot come with you or they do not know 
the way, report this to your leader, and she will see that a way 
is provided for them to attend.

(b) SICK—Appoint children to visit the sick children in each 
section of the city or community and bring them fruit, flowers, 
and literature to read.

(c) NEEDY—Find out the names of children in your community 
who are in need of food or clothing, and report to the Band. 
The leader must help children to get food and clothing. Do not 
look after only the children but older people, too. Take them 
flowers or fruit, and read and sing to them.

(d) ROOM COMMITTEE—Always have the room tidy and 
ready for the meeting. Place hymn books and Bibles for 
members’ use, and return or store them after the meeting.

(e) HAND WORK COMMITTEE—This committee helps the 
leader to distribute and put away material.

(f) INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE—Have each child who is old 
enough to make handkerchiefs, quilts, and other craft work. 
Give some of the items away to persons who are in need. Sell 
some of them to help raise money for the missionaries (home 
and foreign field) and for Christian schools and orphanages. 
Also do the following:
1. Encourage the attendance of guests and visitors.
2. Have special stories and games.
3. Serve light refreshments.

(g) MISSIONARY COMMITTEE—Bring the latest news from 
the denominational home and foreign mission fields, and 
develop the spirit of giving to missions on the part of each child.



OUR GREATEST TASK— 
GETTING THE CHILDREN SAVED

Although Christian literature offers volumes of plans and 
suggestions for children’s salvation, all too often, as teachers, 
we fall short of the goal. We talk to our pupils about the 
necessity of being saved, and still we circumvent the very 
heart of the process. We promote them to the next class, 
hoping we have laid the foundation for a born-again 
experience.

It is so easy to present the plan of salvation to children. 
Their hearts are open and receptive, and they readily accept 
the invitation if we have given them the fundamentals upon 
which faith is built. This plan has been successful with third 
grade boys between eight and nine years old. They have no 
doubts about it; they know they are saved. They are very 
receptive, responsive, reverent, and deeply interested in the 
Word.

The invitation is given at various intervals, especially when 
lessons are closely correlated. Usually, three or four children 
will respond at a time, and their testimonies will be helpful for 
others in accepting the Lord.

The procedure is very informal, having been worked 
out carefully and prayerfully in advance. It is given quite 
extemporaneously, with text quoted from the Word. We 
know that the Word of God is quick and sharp (see Hebrews 
4:12); it is like a fire and a hammer (see Jeremiah 23:29), and 
it shall not return to Him void (see Isaiah 55:11). I think we 
should not give it from memory or from a quarterly, but we 
should read it directly from the Bible, with places marked for 
quick reference. We should always teach from the Bible, with 
quarterlies used for reference and not for textbooks.

This age group can be quite restless. All toys and trinkets 
must be put away, all distractions eliminated. Fun-lovers should 
be given separate seats. Often, a direct question—calling the 
inattentive one by name—will be sufficient to concentrate 
attention upon the presentation. In the question-and-answer 
method suggested, there should be the opportunity for 
individual response.



SUGGESTED PROGRAM
(or Order of Service)

 1. Opening Song
 2. Scripture Recitation
 3. Prayer
 4. Recitation of Starlight Band Motto
 5. Hymn
 6. Minutes of Last Meeting and Roll Call
 7. Business
 8. Lesson Taught by Leader
 9. Starlight Band Song
   10. Bible Memory Work
   11. Offering
   12. Announcements
   13. Dismissal with Lord’s Prayer

THE MESSAGE ITSELF
What do we call this Book? Yes, it is called the Bible. It is 

also called the Word of God. Is this Book different from other 
books? Yes, it tells us about God. Do you know the name of 
the three Persons in the Trinity of God? Yes, they are God the 
Father, God the Son in Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit. 
Each of them has His own work to do, but these three are 
called the Trinity, the Three-in-One, or One God. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is also our Savior. The most important thing the 
Bible tells us is the way to get to heaven—the way to be saved.

When our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, wicked men put 
a crown of thorns upon His head. They nailed His hands and 
feet to the cross. Then, a soldier thrust a spear into His side, 
and the blood ran out. Every last drop of His blood was shed 
for our sins. He suffered and died on the cross for our sins. The 
Lord Jesus had no sin. Were you ever punished for something 
you had not done?

We have read in the Bible that if we confess our sins, Jesus 
Christ, because He is faithful and just, will cleanse our hearts of 



all sin with the blood He shed for us. Every human being born 
into this world is sinful. Little babies do not sin, but as soon as 
they get big enough, they begin to sin. The Lord Jesus will give 
us a clean heart. When we have been born again, we become 
children of God (read John 3:3). When we say we are sorry 
for our sins and ask Him to forgive us and wash our hearts in 
His blood, He will do it. He says that whatever we ask in His 
name, He will do (John 14:13–14). Now, we have all our sins 
washed away in the blood of the Lord Jesus. We have been 
born again; we have become children of God. No matter how 
wicked anyone has been, the Lord Jesus will forgive him/her 
and take his/her sins away. He will write his/her name in the 
Book of Life.

Would you like to ask Him to save your soul right now and to 
write your name in the Book of Life? Let us fold our hands, bow 
our heads, and close our eyes while we pray. (The children will 
repeat the following prayer after the teacher.)

PRAYER
“Dear Heavenly Father, we come in the name of the Lord, 

Jesus Christ. We believe that He is the Son of God, that He 
lived on this earth, and that He was crucified on the cross of 
Calvary. We believe He died for our sins and that He went 
back to heaven. We believe that He hears us when we pray 
with sincere hearts and that His Holy Spirit is everywhere.

“We ask You now, dear Lord Jesus, to forgive all our sins and 
to wash our hearts in Your precious blood. We ask you, dear 
Lord, to come into our hearts, to make us children of God, and 
to write our names in Your Book of Life.”

(Every child should say his/her own name if he/she feels 
ready to do so—let the Holy Spirit lead. All may not respond at 
the same time. Just wait quietly, without urging or hurrying the 
children, and help with words if needed. The rest of the prayer 
may be in unison.)

“Dear Lord Jesus, I ask You to write my name, __________, 
in your Book of Life right now. I thank You for saving my soul.

“We accept You as our Savior. We thank You for forgiving 
our sins and for saving our souls. We believe You have done it. 



We thank You, dear Lord Jesus, and we ask You to help us to 
sin no more. We ask this in Your name. Amen.”

Say to the children, “And now, He has written your name 
in His Book, for He said whatever we asked in His name, 
He would do. We need to pray every day and keep the sin 
washed away in His blood. We need to read the Bible. It is 
God’s Word to us, His children.

“Prayer connects us with God, just as the light wire connects 
our light globe with the powerhouse. If we cut the wire, the light 
goes out. If we do not pray, we lose touch with God. If we do not 
pray, Satan will influence us to sin. He will try to separate us from 
our heavenly Father. Let us keep close to God through prayer and 
through reading the Bible. Let us pray for one another.”

The children with whom this method has been used have 
repeatedly given their words of testimony. They are sure they 
are saved, and their changed attitudes are evidence of their 
changed hearts. This sugges ted procedure is usually adopted 
by most teachers. It should be well-rehearsed and prayerfully 
prepared. All discussions and dialogue must be kept strictly in 
line, or time will run out before the main objective is reached.


