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Congress Courses 2018 (continued from page 4) 

YC5401A 
Drill Team (Ages 12 & Younger)
This course teaches techniques and methods for 
Drill Team presentation. It integrates military ma-
neuvers with Scripture verses and Christian hymns 
as a way to increase Bible knowledge and under-
standing and to enliven the worship experience for 
children. Drill Teams must be enrolled in this class 
to compete. 
YC5401B 
Drill Team (Ages 13 & Older)
This course teaches techniques and methods 
for Drill Team presentation. Must be enrolled 
in this class to compete. It integrates military 
style commands and movements with Scripture 
verses, hymns, and other aspects of Christian 
worship that lead to a greater understanding of 
the Bible.
YC5501A 
Religious Dance for Children (Ages 5–11)
This three-part course examines Christian 
dance theory, the theological and histori-
cal foundations of religious dance for chil-
dren, and principles of dance techniques. It  
teaches students ages 5–11 to appreciate a vari-
ety of worship art forms. This group learns the 
broader implication of what it means to praise 
and worship God in the Christian context.
YC5501B  
Religious Dance for Youth (Ages 12–17)
This is a three-part course that examines 
dance theory, the theological and historical 
foundations of religious dance for youth, 

and principles of dance techniques. It teaches 
students 12–17 to appreciate a variety of 
worship art forms. This group learns the broader 
implication of what it means to praise and 
worship God in the Christian context.
YC5502 
Religious Mime
This class teaches the techniques of mime for indi-
viduals and groups who wish to use this creative art 
form in worship and ministry. It examines the bib-
lical bases for mime and helps students to develop 

authentic methods of spiritual expression to praise 
God within the context of worship.
YCA5904 
Choir
This course is a music ministry for young people. 
It teaches both children and youth basic music and 
voice usage for Christian worship. Children are 
given instruction on singing in parts and harmony, 
and on the development of their vocal cords. They 
also learn the importance of worship discipline.
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Longtime friends Mr. James Shaw, Jr. (l) and Mr. Brennan McMurry will be recipients of the 2018 R.H. Boyd Humanitarian Award  
during the 112th Congress. Mr. Shaw has been hailed nationally for his heroism when he intercepted an active shooter recently  

     at a Waffle House restaurant  near Nashville, Tennessee.
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Congress Offers More in 2018

The R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation is 
pleased to announce that the 112th Congress will 
be held in Memphis, Tennessee, June 17–22, at the 
Sheraton Memphis Hotel and the Memphis Cook 
Convention Center. The host pastor, Pastor Keith 
Norman, and the First Baptist Church-Broad are 
prepared for an unforgettable event this year. The 
theme for the 2018 session is “Set Free” (Luke 
4:18–19). We are excited to partner with the City 
of Memphis and the Civil Rights Museum to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the assassination 
of Dr. King by honoring his life and legacy.

Our Congress line-up for 2018 is exciting and 
new! We are especially excited to have Tamela and 
David Mann as our featured artists for Praise 
and Laughs Gospel Show. We will hear inspiring 
messages from our General Assembly keynote 
speakers, which include Bishop Marvin Sapp, 

Dr. C. J. R. Phillips, Jr., and Host Pastor Keith 
Norman. Both the young and the young at heart will 
be inspired by our Youth Rally speaker, Mr. Israel 
“Izzy” Idonije, and musical guest Mr. Jonathan 
McReynolds. The R.H. Boyd Humanitarian Award 
will be given to Nashville heroes Mr. James Shaw, 
Jr. and Mr. Brennan “BJ” McMurry, who will also 
speak at the Youth Rally. Mrs. Edith McKinney 
will receive the R.H. Boyd Service Award for her 
many years of excellence with the Congress. This 
year’s Bible Conference speakers are Dr. Gerald 
Dew and Dr. Anthony E. Sharp. 

Dr. Jacquie Hood Martin and Ms. Cheryl 
Jackson will keynote the Women of Wisdom 
(WOW) Luncheon, which includes the First 
Lady’s Fashion Show, hosted by Mrs. Yvette Boyd.

Dr. Quaford Coleman will moderate the Faith 
Leaders Luncheon, which will include panelists 

Rev. S. M. Wright, and Mr. Darryl Thornton. 
Security professionals Mr. J. C. Shegog and Mr. 
Lewis Hurd, Jr., will lead the Lunch and Learn 
session on church security. Late Night speakers 
include Rev. Earle Fisher, Dr. Jason Mitchell, and 
Rev. Christopher W. Williams. Congress activities 
will also include a tribute to the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. at the Civil Rights 
Museum in Memphis, commemorating fifty years 
since his assassination.

Many courses and seminars for adults, children, 
and youth are offered in various disciplines, 
including hermeneutics for preaching, social media 
for churches, evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible 
School, diaconate ministry, and more. The adult 
courses are accredited for continuing education credit 
by the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology at 
Virginia Union University. (Continued on page 7)
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The National Baptist Congress wel-
comes all new and returning vendors to 
participate in our 112th annual session. 
This year’s Congress will be held in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, June 17–22,  at the Cook 
Convention Center and the Sheraton 
Memphis Downtown Hotel! The week 
will feature an outstanding list of keynote 
speakers and entertainment. 

The deadline to register your booth is 
Friday, June 8, 2018. Please note, there 
will be no on-site vendor registration. To 
register your booth, call 1-800-382-6772 
or visit www.nationalbaptistcongress.org to 
download registration forms. 

All vendors are required to attend the 
Vendor Orientation that will be held on 
Monday, June 18, from noon–1:00 p.m. 
Setup will immediately follow.

You don’t want to miss out on this great 
opportunity to showcase your best prod-
ucts and services to hundreds of Congress 
attendees! Clothing and accessory ven-
dors can also have their products modeled 
during the First Lady’s Fashion Show.
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Greetings!
In less than a month, the 112th Na-

tional Baptist Congress will convene in 
the beautiful city of Memphis, Tennes-
see, June 17–22. This year’s Congress will 
feature special opportunities for church 
leaders and laypersons. 

This year’s Congress theme is “Set 
Free,” which is based on Luke 4:18–19. 
The host pastor, Rev. Keith Norman, 
is a highly respected member of the 
Memphis community. First Baptist 
Church–Broad and the hospitality 
committee are working tirelessly to 

render an event of ministry and service 
in the name of the Lord. 

There are many special features at 
this year’s Congress, including the in-
augural Lunch and Learn. The lunch 
topic will be church security measures, 
facilitated by security experts Mr. J. C. 
Shegog and Mr. Lewis Hurd, Jr.

 The fourth annual Women of 
Wisdom Luncheon and the First 
Lady’s Fashion Show will be combined 
this year for a spectacular time of 
inspirational messages and fashion 
enjoyment. The WOW features 
advocate and motivational speaker Ms. 
Cheryl Jackson, and Dr. Jacquie Hood 
Martin, life coach, author, speaker and 
trainer. Individual tickets are $35 with 
registration or $50 without. 

Praise and Laughs will be hosted by 
the dynamic David and Tamela Mann. 
Tickets are $35 for early registered 
adults and $20 for youth. After June 2, 
all adult tickets are $50, and all youth 
tickets are $30.

Congress is proud to present our 
inaugural Faith Leader’s Luncheon on 
Friday, June 22, featuring Pastor S. M. 
Wright II, and Mr. Darryl G. Thornton, 
chief administrative officer of St. John 

Church of Grand Prairie/Southlake 
Texas, and moderated by Dr. Quaford 
Coleman. Individual tickets are $35 with 
Congress registration or $50 without.

Our Late Night Services will offer 
a panel of new voices, including Rev. 
Earle Fisher, Pastor Jason Mitchell, and 
Pastor Chris Williams. 

We welcome vendors to our annual 
session, and the deadline to register 
is June 8. There will be no on-site 
registration for vendors. Also, please 
plan to attend the Vendor Orientation. 

While in Memphis, we will pay trib-
ute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the 
Civil Rights Museum during our Night 
at the Museum. Admission is comple-
mentary for all Congress registrants.

For more information on Congress 
events or to download the registration 
and forms book, please visit our website 
at www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.

Yours in Christ,

Ms. LaDonna Boyd
President/CEO

Words from the Publisher 
LaDonna Boyd

2018 Congress 
Vendors

Tribute to a Faithful Servant

Lynne Bennett Rodgers was a fixture at the National Baptist 
Congress for many years. She was a dedicated member of McGee 
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church for over 35 years and a founding 
member of the church’s Marching for Jesus Drill Team. Mrs. 
Rogers was also one of the head drill team leaders at the Congress, 
and set the standard for generations of teams. 

For 34 years, she served and led the McGee Chapter Drill Team 
and others to accomplish great works for the Lord. Through her 
dedication, love, and sacrifiice for the ministry, she touched and 
changed the lives of thousands of children and adults. The R.H. 
Boyd family extends our deepest sympathies to the family of Mrs. 
Rodgers and take comfort in knowing she now rests in the arms of 
our Savior.

Remembering
Lynne
Pryor
Bennett
Rodgers
(1947 –2018)
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BS1015A
Analysis of the New Testament 
This course is a survey examination of the New 
Testament books of the Bible. The Gospel ac-
counts, Acts, and the epistles are examined for 
their historical and theological perspectives. This 
study also includes dates of composition, author-
ship, purpose, audience, and exploration of the 
major themes of each book and their relationship 
to the New Testament and the Bible as a whole.
BS1030
The Gospel of John
The course examines the Gospel of John as a book that 
reveals Jesus intently as God. The “I Am” statements 
will be examined in relationship to the Gospel’s 
prologue and Jesus’ relationship with God the Father. 
CTM1120 
Teaching That Connects
This survey course offers general teaching tech-
niques that educators can use to improve their 
teaching. Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences 
will be examined.
MEC2500
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary Dept. #1
This course provides training for women in Christian 
auxiliary missionary work. Geared toward women in 
all life stations and situations, this course facilitates 
women’s ministry from a benevolent perspective. It 
helps women to develop support groups that can 
be oriented to helping the church achieve its overall 
ministry program goals. 
PSG 1100 
Modern Christian Men’s Ministry
This course examines men and their relationship 
with God. It will analyze how men connect with 
God, identify specific male characters in the Bible 
as role models, and provide examples for improving 
one’s devotion to God. Other components of male 
spirituality will be examined such as church leader-
ship, marriage and family, Christian brotherhood, 
and fatherhood.
PSG1302 
Fighting the Good Fight
This course examines spiritual warfare and the 
Christian’s battle with living the life that is accept-
able to God. As a consequence, this course will ex-
amine the concepts of good and evil as they relate 
to God and satanic influences.
PSG1900 
Contemporary Christian Women 
This course examines and offers guidance and open 
dialogue to the issues that many Christian wom-
en currently face, such as career choices, marriage, 
motherhood, single parenting, and health risks. It 
examines the role of women in biblical culture and 
illustrates how the ministry of Jesus offers a new ap-
proach to inform Christian womanhood. It places 
the Bible within its own timeframe of development 
and enables readers to grasp a better meaning of the 
Word of God as meant for the people of that time, 
and conversely, contemporary society.  
PSG1930  
Understanding My Faith:  
Why Am I a Christian?
This course helps learners understand their religious 
beliefs and practice as followers of Jesus. It chal-
lenges the believer to become a disciple and min-
ster to others during everyday communication and 
through leading by example.

PSG1935 
Marriage God’s Style 
This course provides a critical examination and 
comparison of society’s new types of marriages (e.g., 
alternative marriages, long-distance marriages) and 
the impact they place on society, as compared to God’s 
plan for the institution of marriage as the relationship 
between a man and a woman. It examines marriage 
as an institution that serves as a prerequisite to the 
concept of family. The biblical basis for marriage in 
the Christian context is analyzed.
PSG1940 
Getting Ready for College
This course discusses practical lessons to aid 
parents and high school students in the transition 
to college. Topics include how to search for grants 
and other forms of financial aid, choosing the right 
program of study, and maintaining a relationship 
with God and resisting temptation during college. 
Parents and students are encouraged to take this 
course together. 
SM3000
Music, Liturgy, and  Worship
This course examines the importance of music and lit-
urgy in worship. It demonstrates how to plan a worship 
service that incorporates thematic music and liturgy 

for Christian worship services and other programs. 
Designed for music ministers, it also shows worship 
leaders and minsters of music how to work within the 
framework of the pastoral and other ministries to pres-
ent programs of worship.

SM3100 
The Dynamics of the Usher’s Ministry
This course is a study providing an examination 
of the critical roles and essential components of 
ushering. It covers signs, signals, church etiquette, 
and policy comprehension for ushers to properly 
carry out their responsibilities as hosts of the 
church. Proper seating instruction is also included 
in this course of study.
SM3200 
Effective Church Nursing
This course is a study of ethical principles that will 
assist the Christian nurse in administering safe 
health practices to congregants while serving the 
local church, ministry groups, and large numbers 
of people. Nurses will be taught observation 
techniques as well as basic health techniques. Life-
saving techniques will also be taught.

NOTE: Course offerings and schedule  
are subject to change. Visit 

 www.nationalbaptistcongress.org  
for frequent updates.

(Continued on page 4)

2018 Congress Course Offerings

6:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Registration

7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
Courses

7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
Drill/Dance Classes

8:30 a.m. 
Parade Staging

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
March for Jesus

9:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
General Assembly

Noon
Lunch and Learn: Church Security 

Noon – 2:00 p.m. 
Youth Rally

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Drill/Dance Competitions

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Courses

7:30 p.m. –  9:00 p.m. 
Praise and Laughs Gospel Show (Ticket Required)

Featuring David and Tamela Mann, Host Church Choir
10:00 p.m. – Midnight

Late Night Service

7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Registration

Noon – 4:00 p.m.
Faculty Orientation

10:00 a.m.
Chaperone Orientation: Drill/Dance Teams 

9:00 a.m. – Noon
Check-in

Noon – 6:00 p.m.
Drill/Dance Teams Class 

10:00 p.m. – Midnight
Late Night Service

Congress Schedule Overview* 
SUNDAY, JUNE 17

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School at First Baptist Church-Broad

MONDAY, JUNE 18

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20

7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Courses

9:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
General Assembly 
Noon – 1:50 p.m. 

Women of Wisdom Luncheon & Fashion Show 
11:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Book Signing(s)
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Courses

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Drill/Dance Competitions

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
VIP Reception (Invitation Only)

7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Night at the Museum
10:00 p.m. – Midnight

Late Night Service

THURSDAY, JUNE 21

11:00 a.m. – Noon 
Vendor Orientation

Noon – 7:00 p.m.
Vendor Set-up  

TUESDAY, JUNE 19

7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Courses

9:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
General Assembly
Noon – 1:50 p.m.

Faith Leaders’ Luncheon

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Courses

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Graduation

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Youth Night

*Times/events subject to change.

FRIDAY, JUNE 22
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SM3300 
Dynamic Preaching: Engaging Today’s  
Believers Through Homiletics 
This is a study course of basic preaching principles 
and biblical exposition that will help sharpen the 
skills of the preacher. It will investigate basic speaking 
and composition techniques for successful commu-
nication of the biblical message. Students will learn 
to use the biblical text as the foundation for preach-
ing and how to preach in an expository manner. Each 
learner will compose a brief sermon and an outline.
SM3360 
Women in Ministry and Leadership
This course examines the call of women to do min-
istry and leadership in the church. It also examines 
the biblical foundation and models for successful 
ministries that were spearheaded by women. A va-
riety of biblical women and their contributions to 
ministry are analyzed for contemporary ministry 
models. The spiritual needs of women are also ex-
plored and discussed as a way to be remain relevant 
to contemporary Christian women.
SM3370 
Youth Ministry: Keeping It Real and Relevant
Youth are distracted in many ways. The traditional 
church therefore has a hard time attracting youth. 
This course outlines the importance of eliminating 
the generation gap by making God’s Word and appli-
cation relevant for the challenges youth face each day.
SM3400 
Wanted: Servant-minded Deacons
This course examines the biblical appointment of dea-
cons and the modem of their service provided by the 
apostles. It focuses on deacons as one of the two offices 
of the church and how the Bible uses it as a spring-
board to develop other ministries of the church.
SM3526 
The Development of the Baptist Training 
Union Discipleship Ministry
This course provides a practical, strategic, step-by-
step guide in developing a ministry training pro-
gram for the local church. It helps leaders to focus 

on ministry and biblical training as a way to educate 
and inform church leaders and workers. It focuses 
on teaching Baptist doctrine, policy, and practice. 
SM3620 
Marketing Your Church
Why do some churches take off while others lie in a 
rut? Many times it is because the church’s best points 
have not been marketed to others. The church can-
not be secret or passive about its minorities. This 
course will show churches/pastors and others how 
to make prominent their best features. 
SM3640 
Making the Most of Technology
This course explores ways the church can use modern 
technology to enhance the ministry of the church. It 
examines uses for social media, software for preach-
ing, teaching, and other ministry forms. 
SM3790 
We Shall Overcome: Mobilizing the 
Church for Social Justice
Jesus said (Luke 4:16–21) that He had come to 
free people from oppression. Following Jesus’ mod-
el, this course examines empowering others to use 
their skills, talents, and resources to confront social 
evils and social injustice.
YCA5903 
Should I Tag Along?
This course offers tweens and teens an opportunity 
to resist peer-pressure and being a follower. The in-
structor will lead the discussion to help youth build 
self-esteem and personhood. 
YCA5908 
How to Deal with Bullying
Youth face many issues in life. One of them is bul-
lying. How does the Bible help me stand up against 
bullying? This discussion enables youth to hear the 
words of the Bible speak to this situation. 
YC5000 
Growing with Jesus (Ages 4–6)
This course is for preschoolers to help them learn 
the Bible through the use of story and to help them 
learn more about God. A variety of biblical stories 
will be used to help them to build character, leader-
ship, and to grow in the Christian faith.

YC5020 
Young Learners (Ages 7–9)
This course focuses on teaching early elementa-
ry students basic biblical principles that challenge 
them to learn, apply, and live God’s Word daily. This 
course focuses on biblical principles of valuing oth-
ers and how to use these values in the development 
of relationship with others. Other Bible stories that 
emphasize Jesus’ love will also be examined.
YC5030 
Adventurers with Jesus (9–11) 
This course focuses on the faith development of older 
elementary students. Stories are connected to a more 
cognitive based understanding of how God’s Word 
informs behavior, lifestyle, and conduct. Select pas-
sages of Scripture from both the Old and New Testa-
ments will be used to illustrate a progression of faith.
YC5100 
Seekers for Jesus (12–14)
This course focuses on tweens’ and early teenagers’ 
faith development, explored from a cognitive un-
derstanding of the Bible and its use in the church. 
Participants will also learn how biblical principles 
are to be used to guide the understanding and expe-
rience of this age group. 
YC5120 
Teen Scene (15–17)
This course examines the faith cognitive develop-
ment of older teenagers. It builds on the learning 
concepts introduced in the previous class.
YC5300 
Oratorical Scholarship Competition:  
Techniques for Public Speaking
This is an in-depth study of techniques and methods 
used to enhance public speaking within the context 
of the church. This course is for contestants in the  
T. B. Boyd, Jr. Oratorical Contest. Contestants must 
be in the 11th or 12th grade. Students will learn 
the various types of speech (persuasive, informative, 
instructional, entertainment, and special occasion) 
as well as the parts of speech that will help them 
to develop solid composition for oral presentation. 
Selection of proper topics will also be studied.

Congress Courses....
(Continued from page 3)

CONGRESS 2018: JUNE 17 – 22
New Congress City • New Congress Courses • New Congress Calendar

2018 CONGRESS FEES & REGISTRATION STRUCTURE
Registration Open Now – June 8  

(Register in groups of 10 or more by June 8, for discount)

• ADULTS: $125 per person (early online registration). $150 per person (after June 8). Group/church 
registrations of ten or more, $120 per person. (Group registrations must be submitted together for 
discount to apply.)

• YOUTH/CHILDREN (AGES 1–17): $80 per youth (early online registration). $90 per youth (after June 
8). Group/church registrations of ten or more, $75 per youth. (Group registrations must be submitted 
together for discount to apply.)

• DRILL/DANCE TEAMS (Must have at least five team member participants/eight team members 
required to compete): $30 per member (early online registration). $40 per member (after June 8). 
Teams must register by June 8.

• PRAISE AND LAUGHS GOSPEL SHOW Featuring David & Tamela Mann: Adult: $35 (registered 
Congress guests/$50 non-registered guests) discounted ticket price available until June 8for Congress 
registrants. After June 8, regular ticket price applies). Youth: $20/$30 (discounted ticket price available 
until June 8 for Congress registrants. After June 8, regular ticket price applies).

• WOMEN OF WISDOM (WOW) LUNCHEON: $35 with Congress registration; $50 without registration. 
• FAITH LEADERS LUNCHEON: $35 with Congress registration; $50 without registration.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Registration materials will be mailed to registration address given. Materials for registrations received 
after May 17 will be distributed on-site. Early discounts are for online registrations only. Registration 
forms can be downloaded from the Congress website: www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.

Look a
t  

What’s 

New!

David & Tamela Mann

(Continued on page 8)
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Get 50% off all VBS crafts while supplies last!
Code: Craft50 

Get 15% off all other VBS products while supplies last!
Code: VBS15 

Order Your 2018 VBS Kit Today!
Call Toll-Free: 877-4RHBOYD

VBS: Follow the Leader with the RHB Crew!
The 2018 Vacation Bible School theme “Follow the Leader!” is a study of 

Jesus coming to earth as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world. John the Baptist pointed Jesus out to his disciples, and immediately 
they went from following John to following Jesus (John 1:29–36). John 
pointed to Jesus as the one true Leader whom all should follow. The Bible 
verses used in each of the lessons are supporting Scriptures that emphasize 
Jesus’ leadership and illustrate the significance of His sacrifice. 

Humility is certainly one of the most important characteristics a good 
leader must possess. Jesus not only humbled Himself, but He required His 
followers to exercise humility as well. How amazing that is! The Son of God 
demonstrated humility even though He possessed all power in heaven and 
on earth.

 The RHB Crew—Diggs, Kym, Olivia, Carlos, Trevor, their teacher, 
Tulani, and the rest—want to get to know you and your VBS kids better as 
we all study the Word together and Follow the Leader!
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Don’t Miss These 
Congress Events!

Join the March for Jesus Parade!
Wednesday, June 20 • 9:30 a.m.

All Congress messengers are invited to wear your 
white outfits and join this National Baptist 
Congress tradition by participating in the march 
that shows our faith. Let’s celebrate the legacy that 
was begun by Dr. Henry Allen Boyd and now 
continues with Ms. LaDonna Boyd! 

Parade staging begins at 8:30 a.m.
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A Celebration of Legacy
R.H. Boyd Gathers Community Leaders and Partners

Teens and children participate in various ministries and 
competitions, including dance teams, oratorical contests, 
and drill teams, as well as a comedy night, youth explosion, 
and service projects. 

The National Baptist Congress is the education arm 
of the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, where faith 
leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training 
and tools for maximizing their talents and efforts for the 
Kingdom. Founded in 1906 by Rev. Dr. R. H. Boyd, 
the Congress continues to provide Christian education, 
leadership training, and fellowship to believers of all ages. 

For additional details and registration, please visit 
www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.

The R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation recently cele-
brated the continuation of five generations of Boyd fam-
ily leadership by hosting an evening of entertainment, 
conversation, and fellowship on April 28, 2018 at the 
Kimpton Aertson Hotel, one of Nashville’s newest ven-
ues. During the event, R.H. Boyd honored community 
partners, announced new endeavors for literacy and edu-
cational pursuits, and paid homage to the longevity of the 
historic institutions that comprise the R.H. Boyd family 
of companies. 

The invitation-only event attracted a host of leaders 
in the Nashville community. Each guest was requested to 
donate a new book for the company’s literacy initiative 
for students between the ages of 5 and 10. A part of the 

company’s new initiative is to leave a legacy by providing 
tools for increasing literacy rates for youth in Nashville.

According to the Nashville Literacy Collaborative, 
nearly two-thirds of Nashville’s public school children do 
not read on grade level. There is a massive citywide effort 
to improve reading levels, and R.H. Boyd is a proud sup-
porter of this initiative.

During the event, a number of presentations were made 
to Ms. LaDonna Boyd, president/CEO of the R.H. Boyd 
Publishing Corporation, including a solo tribute from her 
brother, Justin Boyd, and a book of letters from prominent 
women across the country, presented by her mother, Mrs. 
Yvette Boyd. Ambassador Bobby Jones also paid tribute to 
Ms. Boyd, having known the family for a number of years.

Congress Offers More in 2018 
(Continued from page 1)

Dr. Gerald Dew
Bible Conference Speaker

Dr. Anthony E. Sharp, I
Bible Conference Speaker


