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Celebrate Herstory
R.H. Boyd salutes the many, many women who, whether by design, intention, or accident, served as pioneers in various fields of endeavor and paved the way for 
other women to strive for greater heights.

Shirley Chisholm Ruby Bridges Anita Hill Katherine Johnson

Selma Burke Alexa Canady Mae Jemison Ava DuVernay

Patricia Roberts Harris Misty Copeland Loretta Lyncch Dorothy Height
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Congress 2019 Registration Open Now!
”Fellowship with Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:4–9)

Charlotte, North Carolina  •  June 9–14  •  Sheraton Charlotte Downtown Hotel 
Sponsorship Opportunities Available!

Visit www.NationalBaptistCongress.org for registration information.
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To our loyal readers, 
Happy Women’s History Month! 

We salute the great women of the past 
and present for their many contributions 
to our world. From mothers nursing 
babies to women running corporations 
and nations, I salute each of you for the 
hard work that you do. It’s so exciting 
that in America and around the world, 
women are demonstrating new capa-
cities and allowing girls and young 
women to set their aim to higher targets 
of accomplishment. 

The time is rapidly approaching 
for the 113th National Baptist Con-
gress, which will convene in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, June 9–14. 

This year’s Congress, held at the Sher-
aton Downtown Charlotte, will fea-
ture opportunities for church leaders 
and laypersons. During our recent 
visit to Charlotte, we were encour-
aged by the pastors and leaders who 
attended the breakfast held at the 
host church, St. Paul Baptist Church. 
Each of the pastors in attendance 
committed to attending the 113th 
Congress as well as bringing members 
of their congregations.

This year’s Congress theme is “Fel-
lowship with Christ,” which is based 
on 1 Corinthians 4:1–9. The host pas-
tor, Dr. Robert C. Scott, is an esteemed 
member of the Charlotte community, 
and the host church has a history of 
impactful ministry service in the 
Queen City. Dr. Scott and the host 
committee are working vigorously and 
enthusiastically with the R.H. Boyd 
staff to offer an epic Christian educa-
tion training event for ministry and 
service in the name of the Lord. 

There are many special features at 
this year’s Congress, including the 
second annual Lunch and Learn, the 
fifth annual Women of Wisdom 
Luncheon and the First Lady’s Fashion 
Show will be combined for a 
spectacular time of inspirational 
messages and fashion enjoyment. 
Individual tickets are $35 with 
Congress registration or $50 without. 

Praise and Laughs will again be a 
fulfilling evening of entertainment. 
Our second annual Faith Leader’s 
Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, 
June 11, following the NMBCA sum-
mer meeting. We are very excited to 
have Rev. Bryan Carter as our keynote 
speaker this year. The luncheon is an 
opportunity for pastors and leaders to 
fellowship during this exchange of 
ideas and information. 

This year’s Late Night Services will 
feature a panel of dynamic and inspir-
ing preachers who are well regarded in 
the Charlotte area.

We welcome vendors to our annual 
session, and the deadline to register is 
June 10. Please note there will be no 
on-site registration for vendors or large 
groups. All vendors should plan to 
attend the orientation to obtain vital 
information regarding the week of 
Congress. 

For more information on Congress 
events, updates, or to download 
various forms, please visit our website 
at www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.

Words from the Publisher 
LaDonna Boyd

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd
President/CEO

By Veronice Miles

Women’s Day originally was pro-
posed in 1906 by Nannie Helen 
Burroughs, then corresponding sec-
retary of the Women’s Convention, 
Auxiliary to the National Baptist 
Convention, in her annual report to 
the Convention which convened 
that year in Memphis, Tenn. The 
Convention voted to accept her pro-
posal and designated the fourth 
Sunday in July as National Women’s 
Day, with the intent of galvanizing 
women to raise money for foreign 
missions, the Women’s Convention’s 
primary emphasis. 

Ms. Burroughs also proposed that 
the day afford women an opportunity 
to deliver prepared addresses or 
speeches “written from research and 
study of the firsthand current infor-
mation about the missionary enter-
prise.” Women’s Day, therefore, served 
the dual purpose of preparing women 
as public speakers and disseminating 
information about foreign missions.  

The first Women’s Day was ob-
served in July 1907, yielding an en-
couraging return and creating the 
foundation upon which Women’s Day 
might become an annual observance. 
In her 1908 report, Ms. Burroughs 
challenged the Convention to make 
the fourth Sunday in July an annual 

observance of National Women’s Day; 
a challenge that the Convention ac-
cepted and supported. 

In their article, “Something With-
in,” Jualyne E. Dodson and Cheryl 
Townsend Gilkes note that in addi-
tion to “raising money for foreign 
missions, Women’s Day was intended 
to raise the women themselves—train-
ing them for public speaking and in-
formed leadership through authentic, 
prepared, challenging speeches—mu-
sic and techniques on how to get, will-
ingly, larger contributions for foreign 
missions.”

The observance of Women’s Day is 
as important today as it was in 1906 
as women continue to claim their 
voices in a cultural and religious mi-
lieu that is still learning to value 
women as proclaimers of the Gospel 
and co-workers in the ongoing min-
istry of the church. 

Since its initiation in 1906, Wom-
en’s Day has become one of the most 
important and lucrative days in the life 
of the church. Though most prevalent 
in African-American churches, Wom-
en’s Day has gained popularity in other 
ethnic and cultural religious communi-
ties. Women’s Day remains a major 
fundraising day in many congregations, 
though its primary focus upon foreign 
missions has diminished or expanded 
to include other concerns. 

As suggested in the 2009 Lection-
ary Cultural Resource, Women’s Day 
offerings have “insured the financial 
stability of many churches, support-
ed missions to Africa and other coun-
tries, as well as provided financial 
support for pastors and delegates to 
denominational meetings and con-
ventions.” Women’s Day offerings 
have similarly supported denomina-
tional colleges through scholarships 
and direct contributions.

Perhaps the most significant impact 
of Women’s Day is that it continues to 
afford women an opportunity to plan 
worship and proclaim the Gospel as 
speakers and preachers, as well as ad-
dress the unique joys, struggles and 
concerns evident in the lives of wom-
en in our worship communities and in 
the large society in which we live. Of 
particular note is the attention given 
to the experiences of biblical women 
in many Women’s Day sermons, invit-
ing women and their worship com-
munities to value women’s contribu-
tions to religious life and acknowledge 
the injustices in church and commu-
nity against which women continue to 
struggle. Women have accomplished 
much in religious life since 1906, yet 
there is much work to be done. 
______________
Dr. Miles is assistant professor of Homiletics and 
Christian Education, Wake Forest University 
School of Divinity, Winston Salem, N.C. 

HERSTORY: Women’s Day in the Baptist Church
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113th Congress Gathers in Queen City

Ms. LaDonna Boyd
President/CEO, R.H. Boyd Publishing 

Corporation and the  
National Baptist Congress

Continued on page 8

The 113th National Baptist Con-
gress (NBC) will be June 9–14, 2019 
in Charlotte, NC, at the Sheraton 
Charlotte Downtown Hotel. St. Paul 
Baptist Church is the host for this 
year’s event. The 2019 Congress will 
feature an outstanding list of keynote 
speakers, lecturers, instructors and 
guest artists.

On Wednesday, June 12, the Con-
gress officially opens with the annual 
March for Jesus Parade. Immediately 
afterward, the opening session begins, 
and will include a State of the Congress 
address from Ms. LaDonna Boyd, pres-
ident and CEO of both the Congress 
and its sponsoring institution—the 
R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation. 
Under her leadership, the Congress 
has expanded to include Lunch and 
Learn, Praise and Laughs, and Women 
of Wisdom. 

The opening session will include an 
inspirational message from Dr. Robert 
Scott, host pastor and senior minister 
at St. Paul Baptist Church.

Pastor Scott was called by unanimous 
vote of the congregation, and was 
installed as St. Paul’s sixth senior 
minister in April 2017. He graduated 
with honors from Jackson State 
University, and received his Master of 
Divinity degree from Duke University 
Divinity School. He earned his  
Doctor of  Ministry degree from 
United Theological Seminary, grad-
uating with high distinction.

Dr. Scott is an officer of the Hamp-
ton University Ministers’ Conference, 
and is on United Seminary’s board of 
trustees, where he was named out-
standing alumnus of the year in 2018. 
Dr. Scott and his wife, Pier Charisse 
Scott, have one daughter, Charis.  

The Thursday morning session 
message will be delivered by Dr. Kev-
in W. Cosby, pastor of St. Stephen 
Baptist Church in Louisville, Ky., and 
president of Simmons College of Ken-
tucky, the nation’s 107th HBCU. St. 
Stephen is the largest African-Amer-
ican congregation in Kentucky. Dr. 

Cosby and his wife, Barnetta, have 
two adult children.

Rev. Bryan Carter is the keynote 
speaker for the 2019 Faith Lead-
ers Luncheon on Tuesday, June 11 at 
11:00 a.m. Respectfully described as a 
“difference maker,” Rev. Carter serves 
as a co-presenter/developer for 33 The 
Series, a curriculum on authentic man-
hood published by Lifeway Christian 
Resources, and as a presenter for “The 
Art of Marriage” curriculum published 
by Family Life Ministries. He hosts 
the E. K. Bailey Expository Preaching 
Conference annually. Rev. Carter reg-
ularly appears at conferences, work-
shops, leadership events and worship 
services throughout the country as well 
as internationally.

Rev. Carter is heavily involved in 
the communities that surround Con-
cord as well as the city of Dallas.

This year’s training event will feature 
traditional Congress events, as well as 
a host of activities for children, youth 
and adults. Central components of 

the Congress include seminars and 
workshops, and expansion of drill, 
dance, and mime ministries. 

The keynote speakers for  Sunday 
June 9 and Thursday June 13 will be 
 announced in the April edition of the 
Union Review, along with informa-
tion on the entire speaker and artist 
line-up for this year.

Congress classes are taught by a high-
ly credentialed faculty, where more than 
90 percent of its members have graduate 
degrees in their respective fields of study. 
Furthermore, each faculty  member is re-
quired to attend a faculty workshop on 
the Monday (June 10) before the Con-
gress session begins to receive further 
training and provide teaching plans and 
syllabi. This orientation session also pro-
vides opportunities to update faculty 
concerning teaching methodology and 
any changes in Congress programming. 

Beyond the scheduled Congress 
events, the city of Charlotte offers 
visitors much to see and do.

Dr. Robert Scott, Host Pastor
Senior Pastor, St Paul Baptist Church

Charlotte, NC

Dr. Kevin W. Cosby
Senior Pastor, St. Stephen Baptist Church, 

Louisville, Ky.
President, Simmons College of Kentucky

Rev. Bryan Carter
Senior Pastor, Concord Church

Dallas, Texas

By Rev. Olivia M. Cloud
The late Dr. Robert Schuller often said, “It is 

impossible to imagine something out of nothing 
without faith.” 

An act of faith occurred as Jesus was on His way 
to Jarius’ house (Mark 5:25-29). Through the rush 
of the crowd, Jesus felt the touch of persistence. He 
encountered a woman on a mission who intended 
to get her goal accomplished.  

On the day this nameless woman crept up to 
Jesus, many people were trying to get to the 
Savior. He was healing the infirmed, giving sight 
to the blind, and feeding the hungry. But in the 
midst of His activity, the power that left His body 
let Him know that someone nearby had acted out 
of faith.

The unnamed woman was likely anemic, sick, 
and tired—physically and emotionally. She probably 
had an unpleasant order. She was broke, having  
spent all of her recourses looking for healing, yet to 
no avail. After a decade of hemorrhaging blood, 

losing blood, by now, she was not only sick and 
tired, she was sick and tired of being sick and tired. 

She was tired of feeling bad…tired of spending 
her money on doctors and medicine…tired of being 
an outcast from her community. Likely thinking 
she had nothing to lose, the woman put it all on the 
line that day. She persisted in her quest for healing 
and reached out to Jesus in faith.

Within the context of this article, let’s call her 
Persistina, because she gives us a powerful example 
of how women of faith must persist, especially when 
the odds appear stacked against us. 

Persistence
The woman was sick for twelve years. Yet, she 

must never have given up on the possibility of 
healing. Surely there were days and nights when she 
asked God, “How long?” She must have wrestled 
with every possibility, just as Jacob wrestled with 
the angel as he sought a blessing.

This woman exhausted all her resources trying to 
get healed. Doctors couldn’t help her. She kept 
going to them until she was broke. Instead of getting 
better, she only grew worse. Still, she kept on. And 
because she refused to give up, she was healed. 

One day I watched an interview with composer/
producer Quincy Jones. The interviewer asked him 
something like, “What’s the biggest mistake you’ve 
ever made in judging an artist’s talent?”

Jones replied, “I told Luther Vandross he would 
not make it as a solo artist.” Of course, Vandross 
became an internationally acclaimed recording 
artist. What if Vandross had not persisted in 
fulfilling his dream of becoming a recording star?

When we pray for what we desire in order to 
achieve wholeness, it does not always come in an 
instant. Persistina probably began praying for 
healing the moment her sickness took hold of her. 
The utterance of our prayer often signals the 
beginning of a faith journey which will lead us to 

Nevertheless, She Persisted …
The Hemorrhaging Woman Persevered in Faith to Gain Wholeness
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During a pre-Congress visit to 
Charlotte to the meet with the 2019 
Host Committee, St. Paul Baptist 
Church hosted a breakfast for pastors 
from churches in the Charlotte/Meck-

lenburg County, NC area and parts of 
South Carolina. 

The breakfast was an opportunity 
for R.H. Boyd staff, Host Commit-
tee members, Congress workers and 

pastors to get to know each other as 
the final planning for the national 
event takes place. 

All of the pastors left the breakfast 
committed to attending the 113th 

Congress and encouraging  their con-
gregation members to register. R.H. 
Boyd staff members in attendance con-
ducted a walk-through visit with the 
Host Committee and visiting pastors.

Host Church Sponsors Breakfast for Area Pastors

CONGRESS 2019 FEES AND REGISTRATION
Registration Open Now (Register in groups of 10 or more by June 8, for discount)

• ADULTS: $125 per person (early online registration). $150 per person 
after June 8. Group/church registrations of ten or more, $120 per person. 
(Group registrations must be submitted together for discount to apply.)

• YOUTH/CHILDREN (AGES 1–17): $80 per youth (early online registra-
tion). $90 per youth after June 8. Group/church registrations of 10 or 
more, $75 per youth. (Group registrations must be submitted together for 
discount to apply.)

• DRILL/DANCE TEAMS (Must have at least five team member participants 
to compete): $30 per member (early online registration). $40 per member 
(after June 8). All teams must register by June 8.

• PRAISE AND LAUGHS GOSPEL SHOW Adult: $35 (registered Congress 
guests/$50 non-registered guests) discounted ticket price available until 

June 8 for Congress registrants. After June 8, regular ticket price applies). 
Youth: $20/$30 (discounted ticket price available until June 8 for Congress 
registrants. After June 8, regular ticket price applies).

• WOMEN OF WISDOM (WOW) LUNCHEON: $35 with Congress 
registration; $50 without registration. 

• FAITH LEADERS LUNCHEON: $35 with Congress registration; $50 
without registration.

 NOTE: Registration materials will be mailed to registration address 
given. Materials for registrations received after May 17 will be 
distributed on-site. Early discounts are for online registrations only. 
Registration forms can be downloaded from the Congress website: 
www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.

Vendor Fees and Schedule
•  $295 – Early Bird Rate for 10 x 10’ Booth (through–May 15)
•  $395 – Regular Rate for 10 x 10’ Booth (May 16–June 10)
The National Baptist Congress welcomes all new and returning ven-

dors to participate in our 113th annual session. This year’s Congress will 
be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14,  at the Sheraton Char-
lotte Downtown Hotel, located at 555 South McDowell Street. The week will 
feature an outstanding list of keynote speakers and entertainment. 

The deadline to register your booth is Friday, June 1, 2019. Please note, 
there will be no on-site vendor registration. To register your booth, call 
1-800-382-6772 or visit www.nationalbaptistcongress.org to download reg-
istration forms. 

All vendors are required to attend the Vendor Orientation that will be 
held on Monday, June 10, from 11:00 a.m.–noon. Setup will follow 
immediately.

You don’t want to miss out on this unique opportunity to showcase your 
best products and services to hundreds of Congress attendees! Clothing and 
accessory vendors can also have their products modeled during the First Lady’s 
Fashion Show. 
Vendor Orientation

Monday, June 10, 2019 ................................ 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Vendor Set-up

Monday, June 10, 2019  ................................. 12:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Vendor Sale Dates/Times

Tuesday, June 10  .............................................. 8:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.
Wednesday–Thursday, June 12–14  ................ 8:00 a.m.–10:00 p.m.
Friday, June 14  ................................................ 8:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. 

Vendor Dismantling
Friday, June 14  ................................................ 7:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.

For more information, email us at congress@rhboyd.com, or visit the Congress 
website: www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.

Save 20% if you register by May 15!  
Visit www.nationalbaptistcongress.org and use coupon code: CHARLOTTE

Register 
& Save!
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Worshiping God with Dance
Congress Teaches Ministry Through Liturgical Movement
Dr. Pamela Hardy
Congress Dance Ministry Coordinator

 The time is almost here for us to gather again! 
The National Baptist Congress, “A School of Meth-
ods for Christian Training,” has always endeavored 
to uphold the highest level of value and integrity in 
Christian ministry. The Congress has always been 
on the cutting edge, leading the way and setting 
examples for the community to follow. For that rea-
son, the ministry of dance has become an integral 
part of the Congress.

For two decades, I have been honored to serve 
as the dance ministry coordinator. In that time, I 
have embraced the Congress’ mission to elevate this 
ministry to a higher level. Therefore, I will continue 
to do all that I can to serve in the spirit of excellence 
and facilitate the ongoing vision of the Congress in 
order to make this the most purposeful and mean-
ingful experience possible.

The ministry of dance continues to emerge and 
evolve in our churches. We must realize that we are 
not just dancers. We are ministers of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, I believe that it is our re-
sponsibility to know all we can about the ministry 
to which God has called us so that we may render 
Him our best service. To know that we are part of 
something that is so much bigger than we are is ex-
citing. As we go back to our churches, the anoint-
ing we will have received during our time together 
at the Congress will bestow a new anointing upon 
those God sends us to minister to.

This year, we will have an excellent staff of in-
structors who will bring years of wisdom and expe-
rience as well as new insight to the dance ministry. 
We as a team are excited about the overall direction 
of the educational aspect of what we will be bring-
ing to the ministry during the Congress. Let us all 

endeavor to learn and to grow in our gifts and call-
ings for the sake of the Kingdom.

It is vitally important for all dance leaders to at-
tend the faculty orientation. This will be a time of 
gathering important information for your group. 
Each group will be taught the same material ap-
propriate for their ages. We are asking those of you 
who have several team members of different ages to 
encourage them to go to their respective classes. We 
will then all be together for a time of learning the 
choreography to be presented on the last night of 
the Congress.  

We are also encouraging as many of you as 
possible to preregister as early as possible. Sign 
up to be a part of the choreography clinics. The 
clinics will be held Wednesday–Friday mornings.  

They are designed to be a time of constructive 
learning. The purpose is to encourage, educate, 
and learn from each other.  Let us all strive to be 
better and to learn all we can in order to bring 
all the glory to God alone. We have a limited 
amount of time for the clinics, so please get your 
groups registered early.

This is just a brief overview of the many things 
to look forward to this year.  Please come with an 
expectant heart, ready to receive from the heart of 
God. This will be a time of increased vision. God 
wants to equip you and release you into your desti-
ny and purpose like never before. What an exciting 
time to come to the Congress. God is on the move! 
You have been chosen to be a part of the Kingdom 
of God for such a time as this!  

By Mr. Oscar Alexis, Congress Drill Team Coordinator
Greetings to all of our drill teams, and a special greeting to the teams that 

will be joining us for the first time during the 2019 National Baptist Congress, 
because the youth who participate in drill team ministries are our future. 

 It is with great pleasure that I take this opportunity to express what 
a magnificent time we had last year at the 112th National Baptist Congress 
in Memphis, Tenn. We have an outstanding Congress, and our drill teams 
play such an important role in helping to maintain its greatness and vitality. 
I congratulate each team for a job well done, and I look forward to seeing 
everyone in the summer.

This year’s Congress will be held in Charlotte, N.C., on June 9–14. I ask 
that all drill teams take advantage of the online registration as on-site Drill 
and Dance Team registration will not be available. Also keep in mind that the 
Congress has reserved specific hotels for the drill and dance teams. The list is 
included in this edition of the Union Review. It is important that all teams take 

advantage of the hotels within the Congress housing block in order to receive 
certificates and trophies for their  performances. 

As a reminder, all teams, regardless of whether they are a senior or junior 
team, must have at least 10 members to make presentations before the judges. 
Teams with less than ten members will be scheduled to make presentations 
before the parent body. 

Any team attending our Congress for the first time, regardless of how many 
years the team has been in existence, will be classified as a first-year team. We 
ask all first-year teams to perform straight drills, for which extra points will be 
provided. 

Finally, I want to reiterate that although this is a competition, I encourage 
all participants not to lose sight of our mission as Christians, which is to share 
the message of Jesus and glorify God through our gifts. We hope to have the 
greatest Congress ever in 2019. Continue to pray for our Congress as I will be 
praying for all of the teams.  

Calling All Drill Teams to Attention
Let’s Get Ready for the 113th Congress in Charlotte, NC!
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SEMINAR 1: 
Foundation for Ministry 

This seminar examines the foundation 
upon which one structures personal 
ministry. It analyzes calling, ministry 
gifts, biblical outlook, concept of God, 
vocation, and theological perspectives 
for the practice of ministry. The seminar 
proposes to enable students to establish 
a strong foundation upon which to 
build their ministry and assist students 
in understanding the various ways God 
calls to ministry and His purpose for 
doing so.
SEMINAR 2 
Tools for Biblical Languages 

This seminar introduces students to 
the basic tools for using New Testament 
Greek as resource in preaching and 
teaching. Students will learn the Greek 
alphabet and introductory words from 
the Johannine literature. Word usage 
for the creation of illustrations will also 
be explored. These tools will enable stu-
denst to understand various nuances of 
the biblical text and how to use them 
within the preaching and teaching con-
texts to grow and enliven understand-
ing for the practice of ministry.
SEMINAR 3 
Christian Women’s Ministry

This course examines the ministry of 
women in the church. It answers ques-
tions about what women’s ministry is 
and how programs can be developed to 
establish a unified effort to motivate 
and articulate the message of God to 
this special group of Christian servants. 
It also examines the biblical foundation 
and models for a successful women’s 
ministry. A variety of biblical women 
and their contributions to ministry are 
analyzed for contemporary ministry 
models. The spiritual needs of women 
also are explored and discussed as a way 
to relate to this very pivotal group of 
Christians.
BS1015B—Analysis of the  
Old Testament

This course is a survey examination of 
the New Testament books of the Bible. 
The Gospel accounts, Acts, and the Epis-
tles are examined for their historical and 
theological perspectives. This study also 
includes dates of composition, author-
ship, purpose, audience, and exploration 
of the major themes of each book and 
their relationship to the New Testament 
and the Bible as a whole.
PSG1304—Discovering Your 
Spiritual Gifts

This course provides an examination 
of spiritual gifts and how the Christian 
can discover and use them in ministry 
and life. Students gain a foundation to 
develop their individual ministries in re-
lationship to the church and the areas of 
ministry appropriate for their giftedness.
PSG1600—Outreach Ministry: 
Personal Evangelism for  
Today’s Christian 

This course presents a metho-
dological study of evangelism that 
teaches an unobtrusive and comfortable 
approach to daily evangelism. It examines 

techniques for evangelizing individual 
persons and small groups. It studies the 
establishment of a personal relationship 
with people as precursor to accepting 
Christ as Lord and Savior.
PSG1900—Christian Women 

This course examines the various 
contributions Christian women make 
to the faith. It examines their values, 
strengths, weaknesses, and ability to 
mentor young women in their struggle 
to live for Jesus
PSG1935—Marriage God’s Style  

This course examines biblical mar-
riage as instituted by God in Genesis 
1—2, and supported by Jesus and the 
Apostle Paul. 
CTM 2100—Teaching School-
Aged Children (6–11) 

The focus of this course is to provide 
a practical approach to teaching and 
communicating effectively with school-
aged children. The course investigates 
the skill levels, capabilities, and limita-
tions of 6–11 year olds and provides 
creative teaching methods for maxi-
mum comprehension in the classroom. 
Contemporary teaching/learning meth-
ods will be discussed, and lesson plan-
ning instruction.
CTM 2301—Adult Christian Life: 
Teaching Tools for Christian  
Education

The focus of this course is to provide 
a practical approach to teaching and 
communicating effectively with adults 
while investigating creative methods for 
instructing adults. Contemporary 
teaching/learning methods will be dis-
cussed, and instruction will be given in 
lesson planning. The most up-to-date 
resources for focused teaching will be 
used and encouraged.
MEC2500—Women’s Missionary 
Auxiliary Department #1

This course provides training for 
women in Christian auxiliary mission-
ary work. Geared toward women in all 
life stations and situations this course 
facilitates women’s ministry from a be-
nevolent perspective. It helps women to 
develop support groups that can be ori-
ented to helping the church achieve its 
overall ministry program goals.
MEC2503—Christian Brotherhood

This course provides training for 
Christian men in missionary work. This 
course shows Christian men how to 
unite to facilitate ministry in the church 
and the community. It examines the 
brotherhood as a Christian fellowship 
of men working together to support the 
variety of ministries in the church. It 
also addresses issues related to what it 
means to be a man, a husband, a father, 
and a disciple of Jesus Christ.
SM3000—Music, Liturgy,  
and Worship  

This course examines the importance 
of music and liturgy in worship. It 
demonstrates how to plan a worship 
service that incorporates thematic mu-
sic and liturgy for Christian worship 
services and other programs. Designed 

for music ministers. It also shows wor-
ship leaders and minsters of music how 
to work within the framework of the 
pastoral and other ministries to present 
programs of worship that teach and 
nourish congregations in their desire to 
glorify God.
SM3001—The Excellent  
Choir Member

This course examines the responsi-
bilities of choir members and how their 
role is important to the ministry of the 
church on various levels. It examines 
choir etiquette and the choir ministry 
as a supporting wing of the church and 
pastoral ministries. Proper selection of 
songs that complement the sermon are 
also examined. Additional but limited 
time will be given to voice, hearing, and 
note training.
SM3100—The Dynamics of the 
Usher’s Ministry

This course is a study providing an 
examination of the critical roles and 
essential components of ushering. It 
covers signs, signals, church etiquette, 
and policy comprehension for ushers 
to properly carry out their responsibil-
ities as hosts of the church. Proper 
seating instruction is also included in 
this course of study.
SM3200—Effective Church  
Nursing

This course is a study of ethical prin-
ciples that will assist the Christian nurse 
in administering safe health practices to 
congregants while serving the local 
church, ministry groups, and large 
numbers of people. Nurses will be 
taught observation techniques as well as 
basic health techniques. Life saving 
techniques will also be taught.
SM3320—Pastoral Leadership 
and Care

This course is for both new and ex-
perienced pastors. It will provide an 
analysis of time management, stress, dif-
ficult church members, church conflict, 
counseling, delegating authority, and 
responsibility. It will also examine pas-
toral care from the perspective of the 
church caring for its pastor.
SM3325—Hermeneutics for 
Dynamic Preaching

This course prepares students to un-
cover meaning of the biblical text for 
preaching and teaching. It examines 
culture, social structures, words, peo-
ple, lifestyle, and language as resources 
for development of sermons and les-
son plans. Students will learn methods 
to discover the jewels embedded in the 
text that will provide a better under-
standing of what the original writer 
intended for readers to know. Word 
usage will also be examined as a way to 
uncover theological meaning related 
to the text in question.
SM3351—Spouses of Pastors  
and Ministers

This course is a study designed to give 
encouragement in the midst of the unre-
al expectations placed on the minister’s 

spouse and family. It provides ministry 
situations and case study analyses for 
ministry couples. It analyzes the role of 
ministers’ spouses and their families and 
the congregation’s understanding and 
expectations of the first family.
SM3375—Single’s Ministry for 
Christian Adults

This course analyzes how single 
adults can praise and worship God in 
their work, play, and overall lifestyle en-
vironments. It examines the realities of 
human sexuality, dating, and living to-
gether as an alternative to Christian 
marriage.
SM3400—Wanted: 
 Servant-Minded Deacons

This course discusses the role of the 
diaconate in a successful and fruitful 
partnership between pastor and congre-
gation. It examines Acts 6:1–7, 1 Tim-
othy 3:8–13, and other passages of 
Scripture to discover the role, function, 
and responsibilities of deacons. It also 
studies the deacon family ministry plan.
SM3401—The Ministry of  
the Deaconess

This course is an overview of the role 
and spiritual development of the dea-
coness and church mother. It also ex-
amines their biblical foundation and 
historical development in the church. 
Biblical women such as Eunice, Lois, 
and Phebe are examined.
SM3500—Modern Discipleship: 
Sunday School and Small  
Group Study 

This course explores the growth and 
development of the Sunday school, 
how to develop and organize the Sun-
day school for growth, how to move 
people into positions of leadership, and 
effective ways to train and equip lead-
ers. It also examines how to use the 
Sunday school as a tool for evangelism 
and other church ministries.
SM3526—The Development of 
Contemporary Training for the 
Church (CTC) Ministry 

This course provides a practical, stra-
tegic, step-by-step guide in developing 
a ministry training program for the lo-
cal church. It helps leaders to focus on 
ministry and biblical training as a way 
to educate and inform church leaders 
and workers. It focuses on teaching 
Baptist doctrine, policy, and practice.
SM3665—Leadership in Training: 
Engaging in Youth Ministry

This course examines ministry to 
youth ministry and provide training to 
those who seek to develop or engage in 
ministry to youth between ages 12-17 
and young adults to age 25. It examines 
issues of leadership, biblical principles 
and application, activities, and meth-
ods of reaching and motivating youth,  

SM3675—Faith and Finances
This course examines how faith im-

pacts our finances, budgets, forecasts, 
and planning. It analyzes Christian 

Congress Course Lineup for 2019*
Sessions Offer Diverse Opportunities for Learning and Fellowship

Continued on page 5

*Congress Courses Subject to Change
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stewardship in terms of the use of our 
money and other tangible assets.

YC5020—Young Learners  
(Ages 6–8)

This course is an age-appropriate 
study focusing on God’s Word and its 
relevance in the life of middle elemen-
tary children today that will challenge 
them to apply and live God’s Word dai-
ly. It focuses on the central principle of 
Christian love as shown in the ministry 
of Jesus. Select Scripture passages that 
evaluate Jesus’ love for others will be ex-
amined as the context for teaching chil-
dren about God’s love for them. John 
3:16 is the underlining emphasis of the 
session along with John 14–16. Other 
Bible stories that emphasize Jesus’ love 
will also be examined.
YC5030—Adventurers with Jesus 
(Ages 9-11)

This course is an age-appropriate 
study focusing on God’s Word and its 
relevance in the life of older elementary 
children today that will challenge them 
to apply and live God’s Word daily. 
Specifically the focus of this week’s ses-
sion will be on what it means to believe 
in Jesus. It will examine the areas of 
faith by analyzing passages of the Bible 
from both the Old and New Testa-
ments. Select passages such as Moses 
before the Red Sea, Jesus in Jerusalem 
and Nazareth, the Transfiguration, and 
the faithful biblical heroes of Hebrews 
11 will be studied.

YC5100—Seekers for Jesus  
(Ages 12–14)

Students will be given a book to read 
and evaluate concerning popular issues 
while comparing and contrasting it 
with Christian principles and values 
found in the Bible.
YC5120—Teen Scene  
(Ages 15–17)

This course examines the faith cogni-
tive development of older teenagers. It 
builds on the learning concepts intro-
duced in the previous class.
YC5300—Oratorical Scholarship 
Competition: Techniques for 
Public Speaking

This is an in-depth study of tech-
niques and methods used to enhance 
public speaking within the context of 
the church. This course is for contes-
tants in the T. B. Boyd, Jr. Oratorical 
Contest. Contestants must be in the 
11th or 12th grade. Students will learn 
the various types of speech (persuasive, 
informative, instructional, entertain-
ment, and special occasion) as well as 
the parts of speech that will help them 
to develop solid composition for oral 
presentation. Selection of proper topics 
will also be studied
YC5401A—Drill Team 
(Ages 12 and Younger)

This course teaches techniques and 
methods for Drill Team presentation. 
Must be enrolled in this class to com-
pete. It integrates military maneuvers 

with Scripture verses and Christian 
hymns as a way to increase Bible knowl-
edge and understanding and to enliven 
the experience of worship for children.
YC5401B—Drill Team (Ages 13 
and Older) 

This course teaches techniques and 
methods for Drill Team presentation. 
Must be enrolled in this class to  
compete. It integrates military style 
commands and movements with 
Scripture verses, hymns, and other as-
pects of Christian worship that lead to 
a greater understanding of the Bible.
YC5501A—Religious Dance for 
Youth (Ages 5-11)

This is a three-part course that ex-
amines Christian dance theory, the 
theological and historical foundations 
of religious dance for children, and 
principles of dance techniques. For 
children ages 5–11. It teaches stu-
dents to appreciate a variety of wor-
ship art forms. This group learns the 
broader implication of what it means 
to praise and worship God in the 
Christian context.

YC5501B—Religious Dance for 
Youth (Ages 12–17)

This is a three-part course that ex-
amines dance theory, the theological 
and historical foundations of religious 
dance for youth, and principles of 
dance techniques. For youth ages 12–
17. It teaches students to appreciate a 

variety of worship art forms. This 
group learns the broader implication 
of what it means to praise and worship 
God in the Christian context.
YC5501C—Religious Dance  
for Adults 

This is a three-part course that ex-
amines dance theory, the theological 
and historical foundations of religious 
dance for youth, and principles of 
dance techniques for adults. It teaches 
students to appreciate a variety of wor-
ship art forms. This group learns the 
broader implication of what it means 
to praise and worship God in the 
Christian context.
YC5502—Religious Mime

This class teaches the techniques of 
mime for individuals and groups who 
wish to use this creative art form in 
worship and ministry. It examines the 
biblical bases for mime and helps stu-
dents to develop authentic methods of 
spiritual expression to praise God with-
in the context of worship.
YCA5904—Choir 

This course is a music ministry for 
young people. It teaches children and 
youth basic music and voice usage for 
Christian worship. Children are given 
instruction on singing in parts, harmo-
ny, and development of their vocal cords. 
They also learn worship discipline.
_ _________________
*NOTE: Congress course offerings 
and schedule subject to change.

The following properties are reserved for  
Drill and Dance Team registrants only.
  • Cut-off date to make reservations: May 10, 2019
  • Ask for the National Baptist Congress group rate.
  • Please contact hotel for additional information on check payments. 
  • For more information, visit: www.nationalbaptistcongress.org
Home2 Suites

625 McCullough Drive, Charlotte, NC 28262
(704) 659-5100
Room Rate: $109.00

Residence Inn by Marriott Charlotte University Research Park
8503 North Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28262
(704) 547-1122
Room Rate: $94.00 (Studio King) • $109.00 (Deluxe)

Fairfield Inn & Suites Charlotte Uptown
201 S. McDowell Street, Charlotte, NC 28204
(704) 372-7550
Room Rate: $149.00

Hyatt Place Charlotte Airport/Lake Pointe
4119 South Stream Blvd, Charlotte, NC 28217
(704) 357-8555
Room Rate: $104.00

Hampton Inn Charlotte—University Place
8419 North Tryon Street, Charlotte, NC 28262
(704) 548-0905
Room Rate: $89.00

Congress Hotels Filling Quickly
Host Hotel and Overflow Hotel Information

ALTERNATIVE LODGING
Le Méridien Charlotte
(Connected to the Sheraton Charlotte Hotel)

555 South McDowell Street, North Tower
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204
(704) 372-9610
Room Rate: $149.00
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Please visit www.nationalbaptist.com/resources/ministry-opportunities for more details.

Christ Baptist Church
Burlington City, New Jersey
Pastor

Christ Baptist is a historic missionary Baptist 
Church actively seeking a full-time pastor whom 
God has chosen to lead us into the future. Christ 
Baptist is a family-oriented church that is located 
outside Camden-Philadelphia area. The deadline to 
apply is April 15, 2019.

Saint Paul Baptist Church @ Shively Heights
Louisville, Ky. 
Senior Pastor 

St. Paul is prayerfully seeking a full-time pas-
tor committed to preaching, teaching, discipleship 
training and leadership of a multi-generational, 
multi-cultural congregation. Resumes will be accept-
ed through April 15, 2019.

Ebenezer Baptist Church
Atlanta, Ga. 
Executive Pastor 

Ebenezer is seeking an executive pastor. The 
executive pastor reports to the senior pastor and is 

responsible for the overall leadership and direction 
of church staff, leading all functional areas in the 
accomplishment of the church’s mission—weekly 
operations, strategic planning, administration, 
ministry management and oversight of pastoral 
care. Visit www.ebenezeratl.org or email resumes to: 
careers@ebenezerchurch.us by May 1, 2019.

Spruce Street Baptist Church
Nashville, Tenn.
Pastor

A pillar of the community, Spruce Street Baptist 
Church has a rich history not only in Nashville, but 
throughout the nation.  The congregation is seeking 
a spiritually-focused pastor to fill its vacant pulpit. 
The position will remain open until filled.

 
Second Baptist Church
Las Vegas, Nev.
Senior Pastor

The “Miracle on Madison Avenue” is prayerfully 
seeking a senior pastor. The deadline for completing 
the application process is April 30, 2019. 

East Mount Zion Baptist Church
Cleveland, Ohio
Pastor

With thanksgiving to Almighty God for 41 years 
of committed service from our retiring pastor, Dr. 
A. Charles Bowie, the East Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
is prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. The pulpit 
committee will entertain applicants for the position 
who possess the following qualities and qualifica-
tions: being a man of God guided by the biblical 
standards of an elder as set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1–7; 
Titus 1:5–9; and 1 Peter 5:1–4.

Interested candidates should submit a letter of 
interest and resume to:

East Mount Zion Baptist Church
Attention: Pastoral Search Committee
9990 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH  44106
The application period is open until suitable candi-

dates are found.

Ministry
Opportunities

fulfillment. Prayer sets the faith journey in motion. 
That’s the reason that people sometimes say, “Be 
careful what you pray for; you just might get it.” 

We don’t know why it takes God so long to act or 
why sometimes God doesn’t act at all. In the Bible, 
the number twelve often represents completeness. 
Perhaps the twelve years of bleeding symbolized the 
completion of Persistina’s faith journey. Her healing 
came when she had persevered to the degree that 
she had no more money. Perhaps this was a lesson 
she needed to learn as part of her faith journey. On 
our faith journey, it’s not enough just to get to the 
end, but to discover certain truths along the way. 

She came to Jesus, as she was, “weary, worn, and 
sad.” Often, we come to Jesus as tattered remnants. 
This woman is a symbol of the multitudes who have 
heard of Jesus, and who have available to them the 
resources of healing and wholeness, but who come 
to Jesus as a last resort.

How long have you known about Jesus? Yet how 
many times have you tried to take care of a situation 
as if there is no Jesus? Sometimes we drag out our 
suffering by not coming to Jesus in the first place. 
Joseph Scriven described this phenomenon when 
he wrote, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”

Belief
A good question to ponder is, Would the woman 

have believed if she still had money to spend on 
physicians? Why did she cast her all upon Christ? 
Perhaps she had to be stripped of her financial 
resources in order to get down to the bare essential 
— her faith. Desperation can increase our ability to 

believe in the power of Jesus to change our lives 
because we have nowhere else to place our faith.

 Her disease had made her an outcast in the 
community. She was unclean and probably had no 
husband or family. No one wanted to associate with 
her. Nevertheless, she persisted and approached 
Jesus through the thick of the crowd.

After she identified herself to Him, Jesus told her 
that her faith had made her well. Jesus did not even 
say that His power had made her well. He did not 
deny power had left Him, but affirmed it was her 
faith that made her well.

Fortunately, the woman believed with her heart, 
not her head. The head says, “After twelve years it’s 
too late. Learn to live with it.” The head says there 
is no power in a garment. She didn’t have faith in 
Jesus’ clothes, however; her faith was in the Man 
who wore them — so much so that she believed 
touching His clothes was all that was necessary.  

Like this nameless woman, we too must persist 
in faith, confess His power, and leave the 
manifestation to God. Consider the case of 
Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego or Daniel in the 
lion’s den. That is what makes living in faith difficult. 
Living your faith means living in the knowledge of 
God’s power and believing in that power, even if 
God doesn’t do what we want.

That’s the tough part! It is sometimes so very 
difficult for us to let go of our circumstances because 
we’re afraid that God’s gonna do something we’re 
not going to like. It’s hard for us to let go of control 
and simply trust that God is going to something 

better than we could ever imagine. That’s what 
happens when we try to use our intellect instead of 
our faith.

Act
Persistence leads to action, and touching Jesus’ 

garment was a bold act! She was an unclean woman 
and Jesus was a holy man. Because of her disease, 
Jewish law made her unclean, an outcast. But 
because she did not allow herself to be caged in fear, 
she was healed and made whole. 

After she was healed, Jesus called her “daughter,” 
which signaled she had been returned to the family 
of God’s chosen. By uttering that single word, Jesus 
declared that she was no longer outcast. 

Belief in Jesus Christ can and should make us 
bold, sometimes to the point of doing things that 
seem foolish. Human wisdom said it was foolish for 
an unclean woman to touch a man. 

She acted on her faith, but she wanted to do so 
quietly and anonymously. But Jesus would not al-
low her to remain hidden. He called her out, per-
haps because He wanted her to confess her faith. 
Perhaps He wanted her to eliminate any supersti-
tion about the hem of His garment and relate her 
healing to her faith. But by calling her forth, He 
was able to heal her and bring her back into whole-
ness in the community.

The woman came forward in fear and trembling. 
Faith is not the absence of fear or unbelief. It is acting 
in spite of these things. The woman persisted in spite 
of her fear. She had to act. She was only healed after 
she acted. Jesus was there all along, but if she hadn’t 
touched Him, she might never have been healed.

The Book of Hebrews tells us that, “faith is the 
substance of things hoped for…” (Hebrews 11:1). 
This means living in the hope of what we cannot 
see. We have not seen Christ, yet He is our Hope. 
We must live in that hope from day to day and call 
upon our faith as a daily exercise in persistent faith.

Nevertheless, She persisted... (continued from page 3)
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