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Lesson 1: Jewish Marks of Faith  
(taken from page 8) 
 
God’s loyalty and faithfulness in Jewish culture demanded an active response from His people. Three Jewish 

marks of faith most prominently exhibited throughout the Bible consisted in the studying and application of 

Mosaic Law, sacrifices and burnt offerings to God, and acts such as those we read of in Hebrews 11—what some 

Christians refer to as the “roll-call of faith.” The Mosaic Law was a combination of oral traditions, laws, and 

ethical concerns, collectively known as the Torah. The Torah was taught to Jewish males early in their youth as 

part of their upbringing and education because Jewish culture believed to be well-familiarized with the Torah in 

adulthood was a mark of faith. Sacrifices and burnt offerings were rendered to God in accord with special rites 

and circumstances, feasts, and celebrations ordained in Mosaic Law, and as a way to express gratefulness or 

sorrow for sin. The “roll-call of faith” contains probably the most contemporary examples of marks of faith in 

Jewish culture—as Jesus became the last Lamb to be offered to God. In Hebrews 11, we read of members of 

God’s community whose marks of faith are tied to them being dispelled from homes, hearing from God in ways 

other people dared not, and being persecuted to the point of death for following Christ.  

 

Lesson 2: King Nebuchadnezzar 

(taken from page 14) 

King Nebuchadnezzar was a Babylonian king who reigned for forty-three years (605–562 BC). He is most 

infamously known as the king who initiated the Babylonian exile of the Israelites in the Old Testament and for 

his subsequent role as the king who demanded God’s people bow down to his handmade golden statue. But did 

you know King Nebuchadnezzar was also used by God? In 2 Kings 24, we read that during Jehoiakim’s reign in 

Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar invaded the land and defeated Jehoiakim—making Jehoiakim his servant. Four 

years later, Jehoiakim rebelled against Babylon, desiring to take the kingdom and Israelite freedom back from 

the rule of Babylon. This seems like a good thing. However, we read, beginning in verse two of 2 Kings 24, that it 

was the Lord who sent Babylonian raiders against Jehoiakim and the people of Judah in response to Judah’s 

unfaithfulness. Up to that point, 597 BC, twelve of the eighteen kings Judah installed as governing authorities 

had done evil in the sight of the Lord. Twelve of eighteen! Though King Nebuchadnezzar probably thought his 

capturing of Jerusalem was of his own accord, it was actually God’s. God used Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 

as part of God’s plan to bring His people back to Himself.  

  



 

Lesson 3: The Babylonian Exile 

(taken from page 20) 

As prophesied by the prophet Jeremiah (see Jeremiah 24) the Babylonian Exile lasted for seventy years. 

Although it is often referred to as a singular event, it actually comprises several different moments when Jews 

were taken into Babylon for captivity, spanning the entire duration of exile. What is important to remember 

concerning the Exile is the theological implications for God’s people. Remember, God used the Exile as a means 

of drawing His people back to Him. They had turned their backs on God by disobeying His covenantal laws and 

not only serving other gods, but leading others in idolatry as well. They were intended to be a light to the 

nations from the very start. When the Babylonian Exile began, it forced God’s people to consider their loyalty to 

God and His loyalty to them. It made them question God’s promises to them as a nation and how those 

promises might come to pass—should they still come to pass. While some turned further from God, some 

remained in a posture of listening. Through this, some became authors of the books of the Old Testament we 

read and learn from today. While Daniel and Esther were written during exile, much of the Old Testament is 

made up of pre-exilic and post-exilic books—falling under the categories “Major and Minor Prophets.” Even 

some of the poetical books, like that of Psalms, has some of its literature attributed to as late as the exilic 

period. 

 

Lesson 4: Angels in the Book of Daniel 

(taken from page 26) 

Angels are messengers of God or supernatural beings—good or evil—appearing through the whole of Scripture 

for various reasons. Of the almost 300 mentioned in Scripture, only two angels are mentioned by name—one of 

them, Gabriel, first appeared in Daniel. (The other named angel in the Bible is Michael.) Gabriel first appeared in 

Daniel 8:16 when a “man’s voice” told Gabriel to interpret Daniel’s dream. In Daniel 9:21, Gabriel explained to 

Daniel the vision of the “seventy weeks”—a prophecy dealing with the Messianic abolition of sin. Theologians 

believe the two unnamed angels, appearing in Daniel 7:16 and Daniel 10:5, are likely Gabriel as well. 

 

Lesson 5: James 

(taken from page 31) 

James was a son of Joseph and Mary and, therefore, Jesus’ brother. Though he was Jesus’ brother, he was not a 

believer of Jesus’ earthly ministry (see John 7:2–5). It was not until James became a personal witness of the 

resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7) that he believed and, subsequently, led others to belief in Jesus as the Son of 

God by becoming head of the church in Jerusalem. James was of the group of disciples who prayed in the upper 

room in Acts 1:14 and he is named as a pillar of the church, with Cephas and John, in Galatians 2:9. The 

historian, Josephus, tells us in his accounts that James became a martyr for the faith approximately in 62 AD. 

 

  



Lesson 6: The Letter of James 

(taken from page 36) 

The letter, or epistle, of James is a New Testament book written by the former skeptic, James. Its original 

audience consisted of Jewish Christians who had been “scattered abroad” and were now challenged with a false 

teaching, or heresy, called antinomianism. Antinomianism was the belief that because of God’s grace through 

Jesus Christ, one was free from all Old Testament and civic governing law. In fact, antinomianism gave allowance 

for anyone to be free of any moral decrees concerning society. Against this, James—more than a book of 

Christian theology—was an epistle on Christian ethics. It was important for believers to know that faith and 

works went together. The epistle James stresses this; it speaks about the importance of faith and belief in Jesus 

Christ and the works which derive from them. Knowing that James, initially, had his own struggle with belief and 

faith not only gives us additional insight into the reasons behind the book’s focus, but also is a testament as to 

how God uses our weaknesses for His glory.  

 

Lesson 7: Prominent Women in Acts 

(taken from page 41) 

In combination with the book of Luke, Acts is considered a book which gives Christians an image of the first 

church after Jesus’ death and resurrection. It’s important to notice, then, that in this first church and community 

of believers, women of many classes were prominently involved in its functions. There is a direct mention of 

Mary and other women who were joined by disciples during prayer in the upper room and then, in Acts 2, God’s 

promise to pour His spirit on women and men alike (see Acts 1:14 and 2:12, respectively). Acts 12:12 references 

Mary, the mother of John, in a way that shows she was the leader of a house church; 15:22 references the 

decision-making process being given to the “whole church”—not excluding women; 16:13–14 shows Paul’s 

reflection of Christ in his attitude toward women by relating to them in a way culture would not have approved 

of; and in Acts 17 we read of “leading women,” “women in high standing,” and a woman amongst the men, 

named Damaris, converting to Christianity and joining Paul and Silas in their ministry (see vv. 4, 12, and 34 

respectively). In chapter 18, we meet Priscilla and Aquila (who are mentioned six times in the New Testament). 

They are in the synagogue “explaining the Way of God to [Apollos] more accurately”—another counter-culture 

instance of women in leadership (see vv. 24–26). And, finally, in 21:9 we read that Philip’s unmarried daughters 

were prophets. All these instances of women in the first church of Acts are intentional in their mentioning. They 

show us God’s concern for the whole church, and His gift of the Spirit and of service being given to women and 

men alike. 

 

  



Lesson 8: Timothy 

(taken from page 46) 

Timothy was a native of one of the cities that were evangelized by Paul during Paul’s first missionary journey. He 

was the son of a Jewish mother named Eunice, who had been converted and followed Christ and a Greek, non-

believing father (see Acts 16:1 and 3). His grandmother was also a believer, named Lois in 2 Tim. 1:1–5. Although 

we are not privy to more information concerning Timothy’s home life, Scripture leads us to believe his mother 

and grandmother taught Timothy their beliefs and were the first to nourish him in the faith. Their faith was such 

that Paul commended it to Timothy by calling it “unfeigned “(v. 5, KJV) or “sincere” (v. 5, NIV). We know 

Timothy, most prominently, as a convert that Paul loved dearly and had taken under his leadership as a “child of 

the faith” and co-laborer of Christ (see 1 Cor. 4:17, 1 Tim. 1:2 and 2 Tim. 1:2). The books of 1 and 2 Timothy are 

part of what is called the “pastoral epistles.” Pastoral epistles are letters written by Paul that are addressed 

specifically to leadership or pastors—the pastoral leadership for 1 and 2 Timothy being written to Timothy who 

was, at this time, leader of the church in Ephesus. 

 

 

Lesson 9: Abraham 

(taken from page 51) 

We know Abraham as “father of the nations”—the one to whom God said He would bless those who blessed 

Abraham and curse those who cursed him. This was at the time God asked Abraham to leave his home and land 

for a “land which He would shew” Abraham (see Gen. 12:1–5). Abraham was first named Abram, until called by 

God and renamed in Gen. 17:5. Abraham means “father of the multitude,” referring to the three promises given 

to him by God. The promises given to Abraham, consisting of land, seed (children), and blessing, come together 

to form what is known as the “Abrahamic Covenant” in theological circles. What makes Abraham special to 

believers today is Abraham’s response of obedience to all that God asked of him (see Gen. 12:4). As a result, 

Abraham is the only one in Scripture referenced as God’s friend (see 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23). 

 

 

Lesson 10: 1 and 2 Chronicles 

(taken from page 55) 

The books of 1 and 2 Chronicles were, initially, one book. They were divided into two by translators of the 

original Hebrew manuscripts (just as Samuel and Kings were). See any dictionary and you’ll find a chronicle is a 

record or written account of “important or historical accounts in the order of their appearance.” That’s just what 

the books of 1 and 2 Chronicles are. 1 and 2 Chronicles are books containing records of important historical, 

biblical accounts of the nation of Israel including genealogies, governing authorities, battles, and economic and 

judicial affairs. More specifically, however, these books have as their primary focal points God’s covenant with 

David and the temple.  

 

  



Lesson 11: Solomon’s Temple 

(taken from page 59) 

Solomon’s temple was the first temple to be constructed in Jerusalem. It was constructed during Solomon’s 

reign, but was first constructed in thought by Solomon’s father, David. Although the manifestation of the temple 

would not come from David’s hands, God commended David’s heart to do so as “well” (see 1 Kings 8:17–19). 

Scripture tells us the temple was built the fourth year of Solomon’s reign and theologians attest to the process 

taking seven and a half years. It was through the careful and complete following of God’s thoroughly meticulous 

instructions that the temple was created. Because it was to represent the Lord’s holiness, His residence with His 

people, and His reign over all creation, everything concerning its assembly was attended to carefully. From what 

groups of people would lend to its materials and the craftsmen who would work with metals and fine linen to 

the types of wood and metals to be used and the color schemes of the curtains and robes for priests—all was 

given in order and from God (see 1 Kings 5–9).  

 

Lesson 12: Solomon  

(taken from page 63) 

Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba, He was God’s choice as the heir to David’s throne—although he 

was David’s youngest son. We are first introduced to Solomon in 2 Samuel, as being the child born to David and 

Bathsheba after the death of the son that was conceived through adultery (see 2 Sam. 5:14 and 12:24). 

Solomon’s name is a derivative of the Hebrew word Shelomah, meaning “peaceful.” As a promise to David, God 

vowed to never cease His love toward Solomon and to always stand beside him—ensuring Solomon’s throne 

would endure forever.  

 

 


