
verb agapaō (from agapē) for “love,” which is indica-
tive of an unconditional, committed, sacrificial type 
of love. It means “to be contented with.” This type 
of love spoke to Peter’s capacity for “putting Jesus 
and the Kingdom first in his ministry and his life” 
(Boyd’s Commentary for the Sunday School: 2017–2018 
[Nashville: R. H. Boyd Publishing, 2017], 207). 

The final “Do you love me?” from Jesus included 
the use of the word phileō for love. This manner of love 
is an emotional one—one indicative of the love shared 
with a dear friend or family member. It means “to be 
fond of.” In addition to Peter’s capacity for sacrificial 
love—for loving Jesus as Lord—Peter would need to 
attend to his capacity for loving Jesus as a friend. The 
third way God’s love was expressed in John’s conclu-
sion of breakfast with Jesus is shared through Peter’s 
question to Jesus in the later verses. 

II.  The Call to Commitment 
(John 21:19–25) 

A key moment in the Gospel of Matthew is when 
Jesus told His disciples, “‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me’” (Matt. 16:24, NRSV). This, in 
Matthew, was spoken right after Peter had rebuked 
Jesus, implying he would not allow Jesus to experi-
ence the suffering and death Jesus foretold concerning 
Himself. Here, in John, Jesus told Peter, “‘Very truly I 
tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself 
and went where you wanted; but when you are old 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 
will dress you and lead you where you do not want 
to go’” (John 21:18, NIV). Jesus was telling Peter he 
would die a martyr’s death. So, ironically, Peter was 
not wrong when he said he would lay down his life for 
Jesus (John 13:37).  

Because of the reference to John as “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved,” it was commonly believed by the 
disciples that John and Jesus had a special relationship 
(see John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2). Fully understanding 
what Jesus spoke to him, Peter wanted to know what 
price John would have to pay. “What shall this man 
do?” Peter asked of Jesus (John 21:21, KJV). Perhaps 
Peter was just concerned about equal sacrifice and 
 wondered if John would have to die for the faith 
as Peter now knew he would. 

NOTES
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Jesus’ response was misinterpreted as saying John 
would not die and would live until Jesus returned. 
John did outlive all the other disciples. In fact, he was 
the only one to die of natural causes. But the proper 
reading of Jesus’ words to Peter is: What will happen 
to John is not of your concern. Peter had taken his 
eyes off his calling and service to Christ and placed 
them on someone else’s call and service to Christ in a 
destructive way. Believers occasionally compare what 
is expected of us with what is expected of those around 

NOTES

Connect with Learners: Using a concordance, find various references to “sheep,” 
“lambs,” and “shepherds.” Compile a list of qualities of each based on these references 
and the ones in John’s Gospel.

Prep Notes _________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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• • • John 21:19–25 • • •
 19 This spake he, signifying by what death 
he should glorify God. And when he had 
spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.
 20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the 
disciple whom Jesus loved following; which 
also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, 
Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?

 21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, 
and what shall this man do?
 22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow 
thou me.
 23 Then went this saying abroad among 
the brethren, that that disciple should not 
die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall 
not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee?
 24 This is the disciple which testifieth of 
these things, and wrote these things: and we 
know that his testimony is true.
 25 And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should 
be written every one, I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain the books 
that should be written. Amen.

• • • John 21:19–25 • • •
 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of 
death by which he would glorify God.) 
After this he said to him, “Follow me.”
 20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom 
Jesus loved following them; he was the one 
who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper 
and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going 
to betray you?” 
 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, 
“Lord, what about him?” 
 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that 
he remain until I come, what is that to you? 
Follow me!” 
 23 So the rumor spread in the community 
that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus 
did not say to him that he would not die, 
but, “If it is my will that he remain until I 
come, what is that to you?”
 24 This is the disciple who is testifying to 
these things and has written them, and we 
know that his testimony is true. 
 25 But there are also many other things 
that Jesus did; if every one of them were 
written down, I suppose that the world 
itself could not contain the books that 
would be written.

KJV NRSV



HOME DAILY DEVOTIONAL READINGS
April 16–22, 2018

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday saTurday sundayMonday

God Promises 
Mercy to All 

People

Genesis  
9:8–17

Job’s Pain 
Determined in 

Heavenly Court

Job  
1:6–12

Moses 
Summoned by 

God

Exodus  
19:20–25

Jesus, Our 
Example on 
the Throne
Hebrews 
12:1–6

Vision of 
Four Living 
Creatures

Ezekiel  
1:5–14

Elders Worship 
and Praise 

God Together

Revelation 
19:1–8

Heavenly 
Worship

Revelation  
4:1–6, 8–11

us. This can be destructive because not only does it 
take our eyes off what God has called us to, but it 
can also create division in the Body. 

The third expression of God’s love in John’s 
conclusion of breakfast with Jesus, then, is that God 
in His love and wisdom does not love one less or 
more based on calling or vocation. What we do is 
an extension of who we are in Christ; what we do 
does not earn us special favor with God or secure our 
salvation. While some other religions believe salva-
tion comes by works, we know our “works” are but 
a gracious response to God’s gift of life and God’s 
call to “follow me.” 

Conclusion 
In this lesson, Jesus took time to restore one 

who had failed. Peter was a boaster of self and often 
acted without thinking through his actions. With 
the help of Jesus, Peter learned from his mistakes. 
His restoration paved the way for Peter to become 
an altogether different person. We have the writing 
of First and Second Peter because of this event by 
the seashore. 

Seeking perfection can be our goal, but it is 
unattainable. We are bound to disappoint others 
as well as ourselves. The act of restoration requires 
the ability to show deep compassion and empathy, 
overlooking faults within each other and receiving 
the grace of God for our own. From Jesus we learn 
just how important restoration is and what impact it 
can have on those who have stumbled.

The conversation Jesus had with Peter reinstated 
Peter and, at the same time, gave hope for others who 
fail. Since John tells us this story, we can assume it 
had profound impact on him. John closed his book 
by telling his readers there were so many things 
 concerning Jesus to write about, that “I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain the books”  
(v. 25, KJV).

NOTES
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Lesson 4 for Week of April 22, 2018

GIVE HONOR TO WHOM IT IS DUE
Background Passage: Revelation 4 Lesson Passage: Revelation 4:1–6, 8–11

UNIFYING TOPIC:
The Lord God the Almighty

LESSON TEXT 
 I. The Invitation (Revelation 4:1–2) 
 II. The Picture of Perfection (Revelation 4:3–6)
 III. The Casting of Crowns (Revelation 4:8–11)

THE MAIN THOUGHT
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. (Revelation 4:11, KJV)

UNIFYING PRINCIPLE
People wonder to whom they should give ultimate allegiance. Who deserves to be worshiped 
and praised? Revelation teaches that God alone is worthy of all praise, wonder, and awe.

LESSON AIM
To help students learn the definition of worship according to John’s revelation. 

LIFE AIM
To help students understand how their lives may reflect the worship exhibited in heaven.

Supplementary Study Materials
For further reference, see today’s lesson from Boyd’s Commentary, New National Baptist 

Hymnal, 21st Century Edition, #545 (NNBH #349), and God’s Promises Bible.

Need more teacher helps? Visit http://www.rhboyd.com.

BEFORE YOU TEACH
Consider ...

Focus for College and Career — Young adults may not fully understand the concept of 
idolatry. They may struggle with understanding how habits, hobbies, school, and interests can 
take the place of God in their lives. 

Focus for Adult Christian Life — Older adults enjoy worshiping God but may become stuck in 
ritualized patterns of worship. This often results in feeling dry and dull before, during, and after  
church services and potential decrease in personal devotion.



God’s Word in Life  
Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD) is a term first coined by sociologists Christian 

Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton. MTD consists of the belief that God watches 
over us and is there when we need Him, wants us to be happy and feel good about 
ourselves, but need not be involved with our daily lives. Also, for those who operate by 
MTD, “good” people go to heaven when they die. (R. Albert Mohler, Jr., “Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism—The New American Religion.” http://www.christianpost.com/news/
moralistic-therapeutic-deism-the-new-american-religion-6266/). While MTD may not 
exemplify a complete turning away from God, it does much to redefine who God is, how 
God interacts with humanity, and what purpose(s) lay in life. What, then, do you think 
this does to how we worship? ✝

My Plan to Introduce the Lesson:  _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

TEACHING STEPS...
First Step: Before class, use the notes gleaned from God’s Word in Life to prepare a 

class opener. Write your plans down in the section labeled “My Plan to Introduce 
the Lesson.” While reading through the Exposition, use the provided space to note 
things you want to discuss and/or to create a personal lesson plan. Suggested ques-
tions and/or ideas may be found in the “Connect with Learners” boxes throughout 
the lesson.

Second Step: When class begins, after completing Suggested Opening Exercises, open 
the lesson with your “My Plan to Introduce the Lesson” content. Consider discuss-
ing what makes God worthy of honor and praise. 

Third Step: Ask someone to read today’s Bible passage. Then, read respective open-
ers. For Adult Christian Life (ACL) read the “Intro.” For College and Career (CC) 
read “Let’s Get Started.” 

Fourth Step: Continue into the Lesson. Use “Connect with Learners,” “Lesson 
Steps,” and any personal notes recorded in “Notes” sections to guide your teaching. 
Allow space for questions and reflection.

Fifth Step: End the class with a preview of the coming class. Close with prayer. 
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Connect with Learners: Ask participants to discuss their understandings of what wor-
ship is and what shape it takes on Sunday and in daily life. If the group were to create a 
definition, what would it be?

Prep Notes _________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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Introduction
To extend praise is to express warm approval or admiration toward someone or some-

thing. We praise what we enjoy because it allows us to express what we love and admire. 
College football teams spend large amounts of money building large stadiums to ensure 
the maximum number of fans are seated and able to offer up praise for their team. It 
seems watching touchdowns, slam dunks, home runs, and a hole-in-ones are all worthy 
of our praise. They symbolize we have achieved something and have reached a new level 
of success. However, praise of human accomplishments cannot compare to who God is 
and what God has accomplished. Today’s lesson is a reminder of who God is and why He 
alone is worthy of our praise. It’s important to note the author of Revelation, John, was 
imprisoned on the Island of Patmos during its writing. Patmos was no tourist place—it 
was an isolated island where the Roman government banished their exiles.

I.  The Invitation (Revelation 4:1–2) 
It was the Lord’s Day and the Apostle John was invited to see the Lord’s throne, an 

invitation that could only come from the Lord Himself. John saw a door opened into 
heaven and heard a voice that sounded like a trumpet. The “first voice” (v. 1) refers back 
to the Son of Man, Jesus Christ. In Revelation 1, when John heard the voice to which he 
is now referring, John turned around and “saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst 
of the lampstands…one like the Son of Man” (vv. 12–13, NRSV). 

In Old Testament Scripture, the trumpet was used as an instrument of announce-
ment or proclamation (see Num. 10:1–10). The Tyndale Bible Dictionary explains, 
“Trumpets and horns were used to signal the gathering of the congregation to the tent 
of meeting, to sound alarm, to alert the camps to move forward, and to announce when 
war was at hand” (W. A. Elwell and Philip Wesley Comfort, “Musical Instruments,” in 
Tyndale Bible Dictionary [Carol Stream: Tyndale House Publishers, 2001], 924). It seems 

• • • Revelation 4:1–2 • • •
AFTER this I looked, and, behold, a door 
was opened in heaven: and the first voice 
which I heard was as it were of a trumpet 
talking with me; which said, Come up 
hither, and I will show thee things which 
must be hereafter. 
 2 And immediately I was in the spirit: 
and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and 
one sat on the throne.

• • • Revelation 4:1–2 • • •
AFTER this I looked, and there in heaven a 
door stood open! And the first voice, which 
I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, 
said, “Come up here, and I will show you 
what must take place after this.” 

 2 At once I was in the spirit, and there in 
heaven stood a throne, with one seated on 
the throne!

KJV NRSV

Lesson Steps:  ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



 befitting, then, that the voice that led John into revela-
tion of what was to come, as well as invited John into 
heaven for an experience of worship, sounded like a 
trumpet. What John was about to see and hear had to 
be made possible by the aid of the Spirit alone; these 
doors were not within humankind’s ability to open 
or close. The door that was opened for John in this 
passage is one of three doors mentioned in Revelation 
(see 3:8, 20; 4:1). 

The end of verse 1 in our present text reads, “I will 
show you what must take place after this” (NRSV). In 
the original Greek language, “must take place” is the 
verb ginomai, whose definition consists of: to cause 
to be, to become, and to come into existence. This 
is significant when studying the book of Revelation 
because, no matter what views people hold concern-
ing the interpretation of its imagery and the proposed 
time of its events, we know that God said these things 
must be and come to pass.

II.  The Picture of Perfection 
(Revelation 4:3–6)

The word “throne” appears fourteen times in this 
one chapter, and forty-seven times total in the book of 
Revelation. Theologians believe John used the word 
“throne” so much because he knew God’s people had 
such horrible experiences with earthly thrones and 
rulers. As a result, John wanted to be clear that God’s 
heavenly throne was not like the ones he and oth-
ers had already experienced. God’s throne was above 
all thrones, completely trustworthy and supreme in 
honor and power. 

John saw dazzling lights, precious gems, and jewels 
full of splendor. This was God in all His perfection 
and purity. Around God’s throne sat twenty-four 
enthroned elders. The elders wore robes of white and 
crowns of gold. There are numerous interpretations as 
to whom these elders represented. Some theologians 

NOTES

Connect with Learners: Have participants compare and contrast worship practices in 
various types of churches or denominations they have visited. Which ones were more or 
less appealing or satisfying to them, and why? 

Prep Notes _________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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say they represented the twelve patriarchs of the Old 
Testament and twelve apostles of the New Testament, 
thus pulling together the collective Body of God. 
Others say the elders were “symbolic of the whole 
people of God” or representative of a “heavenly court 
sitting on thrones of judgment” (Boyd’s Commentary 
for the Sunday School: 2017–2018 [Nashville: R.H. 
Boyd Publishing, 2017], 213). 

The number seven is important in the book of 
Revelation, occurring over fifty times—about 14 per-
cent of all the Bible’s uses. The seven flaming torches 
in verse 5, which are the seven Spirits of God, echo 
Revelation 1:4. There, John spoke of the “seven spirits 
who are before his throne” (NRSV). Scholars differ 
in their interpretation of these spirits. Some propose 
that the seven spirits represent the fullness of God’s 
Holy Spirit, while others interpret them as a  symbol 
of angelic beings. 

John also saw a crystal-clear sea of glass and four 
living creatures covered with eyes. In John’s time, the 
sea was a symbol of chaos, and the glass produced 
in his time, without the modern technology we now 
possess, was uneven, dark, and cloudy. Therefore, 
John’s readers would have been drawn in all the more 

NOTES
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• • • Revelation 4:3–6 • • •
 3 And he that sat was to look upon like a 
jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a 
rainbow round about the throne, in sight 
like unto an emerald.
 4 And round about the throne were four 
and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw 
four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in 
white raiment; and they had on their heads 
crowns of gold.
 5 And out of the throne proceeded light-
nings and thunderings and voices: and there 
were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

 6 And before the throne there was a sea 
of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst 
of the throne, and round about the throne, 
were four beasts full of eyes before and 
behind.

• • • Revelation 4:3–6 • • •
 3 And the one seated there looks like 
 jasper and carnelian, and around the throne 
is a rainbow that looks like an emerald. 

 4 Around the throne are twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones are 
twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, 
with golden crowns on their heads.

 5 Coming from the throne are flashes of 
lightning, and rumblings and peals of thun-
der, and in front of the throne burn seven 
flaming torches, which are the seven spirits 
of God;
 6 and in front of the throne there is some-
thing like a sea of glass, like crystal. Around 
the throne, and on each side of the throne, 
are four living creatures, full of eyes in front 
and behind:

KJV NRSV




