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Atlanta, Here We Come!

It’s Congress time in Atlanta. On June 
21–26, 2015, the National Baptist Congress 
will hold its 109th annual session in Atlan-
ta, Georgia, at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis 
Hotel, 265 Peachtree Center Avenue, Atlan-
ta, Ga 30303.

The Sunday school and morning wor-
ship will be held on Sunday, June 21, at the 
Greater Piney Grove Baptist Church, 1879 
Glenwood Avenue S.E., Atlanta, Ga 30316. 

Dr. Chandra Bennett of Christ Church, 
Nashville, Tennessee, will present the Sun-
day school lesson at 8:30 a.m. followed by 
Dr. E. Wayne Gaddis of Greater True Light 
Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California, 
and president of California  Baptist State 
Convention will deliver the 10:30 a.m. 
 sermon. 

All activities of the Congress will then 
shift to the Atlanta Marriott Marquis Hotel.  

New Ventures to Be Announced 
at the National Baptist Congress

New ventures are slated to be announced 
during Dr. T. B. Boyd III’s State of the Con-
gress address at the 109th annual session of 
the National Baptist Congress, to be held 
in Atlanta, Georgia, at the Atlanta Marriott 
Marquis Hotel on June 21–26, 2015.

As one of the primary events for Chris-
tian ministry training in the nation, the Na-
tional Baptist Congress has been the place 
where new innovations in ministry de-
velopment have moved from the drawing 

board to become reality. The Youth Con-
gress, with its focus on the spiritual devel-
opment of young people, became popular 
with the advent of Drill, Dance, and Mime 
teams and a curriculum designed especially 
for children, tweens, and teens when it was 
announced a few years ago.

Health fairs, women’s health semi-
nars, and theatrical performances (such 
as Mama’s Girls and Forget Me Not) that 
enhanced the ministry of caring for others 

were a staple in the Congress long before 
they became mainstay events in other reli-
gious conferences. 

That is to say, the National Baptist Con-
gress has long been on the cutting edge as 
a pioneer in ministry training and devel-
opment, and this year it is taking the lead 
again in two ways. 

7KH� ¿UVW� LV� E\� VHFXULQJ� SDUWQHUVKLS�
with Virginia Union University’s Samuel 
DeWitt Proctor School of Theology for 

 accreditation of Congress courses. Dr. T. B. 
Boyd III, President/CEO of the Congress 
and its sponsoring institution, the R.H. 
Boyd Publishing Corporation, will provide 
details of this partnership on June 24, 2015, 
during his State of the Congress address.
This agreement keeps the National Baptist 
Congress on the cutting edge of curriculum 
development, and a pioneer in providing 
accredited courses for its attendees. 

Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology
Virginia Union University

Dr. John W. Kinney
Dean of School of Theology

2016 Growing with Jesus 

(Continued on page 11)

This 2015 Congress theme is “Trans-
forming Others by the Spirit,” and the 
Scripture focus is Romans 8:4–5; 12:1–
2. Some of the highlights of the Congress 
are listed below.

Monday, June, 22, 2015
Faculty Orientation: 1:00–4:30 p.m.
VIP Reception: 6:00–8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 23, 2015
 On-site Registration: 8:00 a.m.–5:00 
p.m.
 Women of Wisdom Luncheon: 11:30 
a.m. –1:00 p.m.
 • Keynote Speaker: Bishop Vashti Mur-
phy McKenzie
 • Artist: Monica Lisa Stevenson
Musical Concert 7:00–9:15 p.m.
Late Night Service 10:00–11:45 p.m.
 • Lecturer: Pastor Micheal Benton
 • Speaker: Bishop William Sheals

Wednesday, June 24, 2015
March for Jesus Parade: 7:30–9:00 a.m. 
Morning Classes: 7:00–9:00 a.m.
 State of  the Congress Address: 9:00 
a.m.–12:00 p.m.

 •  Speaker: Dr. T. B. Boyd III, President/
CEO R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation/ 
National Baptist Congress

 • Artist: Monica Lewis Stevenson
Afternoon Classes: 1:30–4:30 p.m.
Late Afternoon Class: 5:00–7:00 p.m. 
General Assembly: 7:00–9:00 p.m. 
 •   Speaker: Dr. William E. Flippin, Sr. 
Praise and Laughs: 7:30–9:00 p.m.
 • Artist: Canton Jones
 • Comedienne: Sherre Bishop (Sistah 

Willie Ruth  Johnson) 
Late Night Services: 10:00–11:45 p.m.
 • Lecturer: Rev. Karl D. Moore
 • Speaker: Dr. R. L. White 

Thursday, June 25, 2015
Morning Classes: 7:00–9:00 a.m.
 General Assembly: 9:00a.m.–12:00 
p.m.
 •   Keynote: Dr. Bernard Yates, President 

National Primitive  Baptist Convention
 • Artist: Mr. Lowell Pye
Afternoon Classes: 1:30–4:30 p.m.
Early Evening Classes: 5:00–7:00 p.m.
 Theatrical Performance: 6:00–9:15 
p.m.

(Continued on page 12)
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Atlanta Welcomes the 109th Annual Session of the National Baptist Congress

Join us in Atlanta this summer, June 21 
WKURXJK�����DQG�¿QG�\RXU�EOHVVLQJV�DW�WKH�
109th annual session of the National Bap-
tist Congress (NBC). 

The Atlanta Host Committee is chaired 
by two of Atlanta’s revered pastors: Dr. 
William E. Flippin, Sr., pastor of the Great-
er Piney Grove Baptist Church in DeKalb 
County and host pastor of the 2015 NBC; 
and Rev. Micheal Benton, senior minister 
RI�WKH�)DLU¿HOG�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK�LQ�/LWKRQLD��
Georgia, and co-host pastor of the 2015 
NBC. Dr. R. L. White, senior pastor at Mt. 

Ephraim  Baptist Church in downtown At-
lanta, and Rev. Clinton McFarland, senior 
pastor at Grace Baptist Church, are the 
honorary Atlanta Host Committee chair-
persons.

The Atlanta Marriott Marquis, head-
quarters hotel for the Congress, is located 
at 265 Peachtree Center Ave. NE, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30303. Bring your traveling shoes, 
because you will be able to walk through 
the city or use the new streetcar to take in 
much of Atlanta’s rich history—especially 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Center.  But 
we advise you not wear yourself out with 
the wonders of our city, because the 109th 
Congress has plans to keep you busy as we 
pursue the “School of Methods for Chris-
tian Training.”

7KH� ¿UVW� WKLQJ� RQ� \RXU� DJHQGD� ZKHQ�
you arrive in the city will be the opening 
Sunday-school and worship services. The 
opening ceremonies for the Congress will 
be held at the Greater Piney Grove Baptist 
Church on Sunday, June 21, at 8:30 a.m.  
These services are a must to get your week 
started with Southern hospitality. Then you 
will want to hurry back to your hotel to pre-
pare to see the Atlanta Braves play against 
the New York Mets baseball team at 5:00 
p.m. Special rates are available through the 
%UDYHV�RI¿FHV�DW��������������

7KH�¿UVW�HYHU�:RPHQ�RI�:LVGRP�/XQ-
cheon will be held on Tuesday, June 23, at 
11:30 a.m.  Hosted by Ms. LaDonna Boyd, 

COO of R.H. Boyd Corporation, the pro-
gram will feature guest speaker Bishop 
Vashti Murphy McKenzie and Christian 
recording artist Monica Lisa Stevenson.  
Tickets for this event are $65 each.  Also on 
June 23, at 7:00 p.m., the Congress Musi-
cal Concert will feature Georgia’s Shining 
Stars and performers such as Monica Lisa 
Stevenson, B. Chase Williams, Keith Dob-
bins, Annie Ruth Paulhill, Terrence Cotton, 
and Jamal Strong.  Kenneth J. Lowe is the 
minister of music for the National Baptist 
Congress Mass Choir. The occasion will 
pay tribute to Dr. Teresa Hairston, Dr. C. 
T. Vivian, Dr. Cameron Alexander, and a 
posthumous salute to the legendary gospel 
singer Andre Crouch. Event tickets are $10 
each.

The Praise & Laughs Christian Comedy 
Show and Concert, starting at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 24, will spotlight Chris-
tian recording artist Canton Jones and co-
medienne Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson.

Dr. Bernard Yates, president of the Na-
tional Primitive Baptist Convention, will 
offer the keynote address on Thursday, 
June 25. The African American Network 
Against Alzheimer’s will present Garrett 
Davis’ award-winning stage play titled 
Forget Me Not also on June 25 at 6:00 p.m.  

Finally, on Friday, June 26, as we pre-
pare to go home, the keynote address will 
be delivered by Dr. Cornell Brooks, presi-
dent of the NAACP.  

Multi-cultural events and activities are 
abundant throughout the city.  We invite 
you to visit the following attractions: The 
Apex Museum (devoted to African-Amer-
ican history), Atlanta History Center, Cen-
tennial Olympic Park, National Center for 
Civil and Human Rights, Children’s Mu-
seum of Atlanta, Georgia Aquarium, High 
Museum of Art, Jimmy Carter Library & 
Museum, Legoland & Discovery Cen-
ter, Martin Luther King Jr. Center, Stone 
Mountain, World of Coca-Cola, Zoo Atlan-
ta, Six Flags Over Georgia (special group 
rates are available), and more attractions. 

Late night worship services will take 
place from 10:00 p.m. to midnight in the 
Marquis Ballroom and feature lectures and 
sermons from the following:  Rev. Micheal 
Benton (lecture) and Bishop William L. 
Sheals (sermon) on June 23; Rev. Karl D. 
Moore (lecture) and Dr. R. L. White, Jr. 
(sermon) on June 24; and Dr. William E. 
Flippin, Sr. (lecture) and Rev. Jasper Wil-
liams, Jr. (sermon) on June 25.

Unless otherwise noted, all events will 
be held at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis 
Hotel and are free with conference registra-
tion.  When events are held in other loca-
tions, transportation will be provided.

Registration information, details on 
hotel accommodations, and a full list 
of course offerings and featured speak-
ers and presenters can be found online at 
  www. nationalbaptistcongress.org. 

Dr. William E. Flippin, Sr.
Host Pastor of the 

2015 National Baptist Congress
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Greetings National Music Department; 
it is with great joy that we greet you. 

The time is rapidly approaching for the 
109th annual session of the National Baptist 
Congress “A School of Methods for Chris-
tian Training,” and as always, we look for-
ward to seeing each of you very soon. This 
year’s Congress will be held June 21–26 in 
Atlanta, Georgia.

Since our last meeting, the Lord has 
called home our beloved Sister Ruth Davis-
Sauls. We are so thankful for the many years 
that she served as our leader, and for each 
and every one of you who have reached out 
to us during this time of  transition.

As we continue the journey, let us re-
member that our purpose as ministers, wor-
ship leaders, and musicians is to give God 
our best praise by letting Him use us for His 
glory. During your personal preparation, 
we ask that you pray for our leadership, the 
success of our meeting, and  traveling grace 
for everyone.

Please be mindful of the proper attire 
that you are asked to bring for both the 
opening session of the Congress, which 
will take place on June 24, and the class 
presentation, which will take place on June 
26. For the opening session, women are 
asked to wear a white suit or dress, hosiery, 
and black shoes. The men are asked to wear 
a white suit or shirt and pants, socks, and 
black shoes. For the class presentation, 
women are asked to wear a black suit or 
dress, hosiery, and black shoes. The men 
are asked to wear a black suit, white shirt, 
black tie, socks, and black shoes.

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Ms. Edith McKinney at 
512-926-9133, or Rev. Kenneth Jackson at 
musicjackson82@gmail.com. Thank you 
again for your continued support and loy-
alty to the National Baptist Congress and 
its music department. 

May God’s peace be with you.

Announcement for Congress 
Music Department 

Ms. Edith McKinney Rev. Kenneth Jackson
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An Urgent Call to All Pastors  
and Community Leaders

As adults grow older, many begin to no-
tice changes in their behaviors and physi-
cal functions. Similarly, the brain also 
experiences changes. People may tend to 
misplace items or forget simple things like 
a doctor’s appointment. However, not all 
instances of forgetfulness are age-related. 
According to the Alzheimer’s Association, 
sixty to eighty percent of dementia cases 
are a result of Alzheimer’s disease. 

Alzheimer’s is the most common form 
of dementia. It is a progressive brain dis-
ease that gradually damages the nerves to 
the brain, ultimately resulting in loss of 
memory and mental functions. Alzheimer’s 
is statistically the sixth leading cause of 
death in America. Researchers have yet to 
¿QG�D�FXUH�IRU�WKH�GLVHDVH��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�
are medications that may help improve or 
stabilize symptoms.

Alzheimer’s affects not only the indi-
viduals with the disease but also those who 
are connected to them. This includes fam-
ily and friends, caregivers, and even those 
within their churches and communities. 
Among the many challenges that caregiv-
ers experience with people who have Al-
zheimer’s is loss of recognition. Because 
the disease causes severe memory loss, 

these individuals may reach a point where 
they will have trouble remembering names 
or the people who are close to them. This 
can be distressing for caregivers, especial-
ly if they are spouses or children. In addi-
tion to loss of recognition, many affected 
individuals lose their ability to take care 
of themselves, and thus require constant 

 supervision. Caregivers can become physi-
cally and mentally drained and may need 
to reach out to people within their churches 
and communities as a constant source of 
support and comfort. 

As leaders, it is the responsibility of 
pastors to become aware of how condi-
tions such as Alzheimer’s can impact their 

churches and communities. Pastors should 
also be proactive in connecting with health-
care providers and research centers in order 
to effectively educate and provide the nec-
essary help and coping strategies to em-
power caregivers and affected individuals.

During the 109th annual session of the 
National Baptist Congress, there will be 
a great opportunity for pastors and their 
pastoral care team to learn more informa-
tion about Alzheimer’s disease and how 
they can become a part of the solution to 
the growing issue in African-American 
churches and communities. 

In partnership with the African Ameri-
can Network Against Alzheimer’s and 
Emory and Morehouse Universities, the 
Congress will present Forget Me Not, an 
award-winning production by actor and 
playwright Garrett Davis. This theatrical 
performance portrays the devastating ef-
fects Alzheimer’s disease can have on fam-
ilies and entire communities.     

The Forget Me Not production will be 
held at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in At-
lanta, Georgia, on June 25, at 6:00 p.m. 
This event is free to everyone. Tickets can 
be secured online at www.forgetmenotplay.
com or onsite at the Congress.

Behind the Scenes of Sistah 
 Willie Ruth Johnson

 “Awww, He can do it! If you let Him. 
Turn loose.” Many may recognize this sig-
nature catch phrase of the comical charac-
ter Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson. But who is 
the woman behind this wacky church lady? 
The National Baptist Union Review pres-
ents an exclusive look behind the scenes of 
Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson.

Sherre Miller Bishop is a professional 
speaker, spiritual life coach, singer, and co-
medienne from Nashville, Tennessee. She 
has been happily married to Joseph Bishop, 
Sr. for twenty-six years, and their son, Jo-
seph Jr., is a rising senior at Austin Peay 
State University. 

Bishop earned her bachelor of science 
in speech communication and theater and 
her master of arts in English from Tennes-
see State University. In 2001, Bishop grad-
uated at the top of her class from Ameri-
can Baptist College in Nashville, earning a 
B.Th. in Bible theology.

 At a young age, Bishop discovered her 
SDVVLRQ�IRU�WKHDWUH�DQG�¿OP��6LQFH�WKHQ��VKH�
has appeared in various stage productions 
such as The River Niger and Rooster’s 
Crow. She has also played a role in four in-
GHSHQGHQW�ORFDO�¿OPV��$6 Man, Ought, The 
Secret Closet, and Class of ’91. In 2007, 
Bishop’s alter ego and America’s beloved 

big mama, Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson, de-
buted on WNSG’s AM radio station. Billed 
as “the new church lady,” this Bible-quot-
ing, telling-it-straight-before-it’s-too-late 
¿FWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHU�EHFDPH�VXFK�D�KXJH�KLW�
that she was broadcasted on three other ra-
dio stations. 

In addition to being a comedienne, 
Bishop is skillful in professional speaking, 
writing, and public relations. She previ-
ously worked as a community affairs news 
anchor for WB Television Network and as 
a freelance reporter for B.E.T. News. Bish-
op is also a former employee of the R.H. 
Boyd Corporation, where she served as an 
HGLWRU��6KH�¿UVW�SUHVHQWHG�WKH�VNLW�From the 
Motherland to the Promised Land to the 
National Baptist Congress, which became 
the foundation for her current character, 
Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson. 

Among many of Bishop’s accomplish-
ments, she has recently released an inspi-
rational book titled Our Daily Cornbread. 
This Scripture-based humor book features 
a forty-day devotional, Sistah Ruth’s fa-
vorite cornbread recipes, and what Bishop 
refers to as “quip chips,” which are wise 
sayings from Sistah Willie Ruth. The book 
also has a 12-track companion CD, which 
is sold separately, of the humorous devo-
tionals and a few songs, including Sistah 
Ruth’s hit rendition of “Just Another Day.”

The National Baptist Union Review 
Exclusive Interview with Sherre Bishop

Q: Mrs. Bishop, I see that you have pre-

Calling all poets and talented artists! 
During the Praise and Laughs event held by 
the National Baptist Congress, there will be 
an open-mic session for you to showcase 
your  God-given gifts. If you have a fa-
vorite poem that you would like to recite 
or an inspirational song that you wish to 
share, please contact Ms. LaDonna Boyd at 
lboyd@rhboyd.com. 

The Praise and Laughs event will be 
held on Wednesday, June 24, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Atlanta Marriott Marquis Hotel. The 
featured guests for the evening will be 
Christian artist Canton Jones and comedi-
enne Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson.

Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson

(Continued on page 11)

Mrs. Sherre Bishop

Praise & 
Laughs

Y

Open
Mic
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HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: 
ATLANTA MARRIOTT MARQUIS

265 Peachtree Center Ave. NE • Atlanta, Georgia 30303
 

Room Rate: $132
Ask for National Baptist Congress Rate

To book your reservation, visit:

or call

1-866-469-5475
Booking Policy: We appreciate your continued use of hotels within the National Baptist Congress room 
block. Group rate and availability are subject to change after the reservation deadline of May 15, 2015. 
Room reservations will not be held unless guaranteed with a valid credit card. Please contact the hotels 
directly to make reservations or to inquire about room availability and payment options.

Cancelation Policy/Changes/Early Departure Policy: Reservations can be canceled or modified on or 
prior to May 15, 2015, without penalty. All canceled reservations will be subject to one night’s room rate 
and tax penalty per room held. An early departure penalty of one night’s room rate plus tax may be 
charged at the hotel’s discretion.

Congress registration is now open—more details are coming soon!
For more information visit our website: www.nationalbaptistcongress.org

RESERVE YOUR

ROOM TODAY!

   FEATURES: 
The National Baptist Con-
gress activities will take place at 
the hotel.

The Atlanta Marriott Marquis 
is a hotel conveniently located 
in Peachtree Center of down-
town Atlanta. It has indoor 
MARTA access.  

This contemporary hotel is 
steps from the Georgia Aquar-
ium and the World of Coca-
Cola and a few blocks from the 
CNN Center, Georgia World 
Congress Center, Philips Arena, 
and Georgia Dome.

•

•

•

2015 CONGRESS THEME:
TRANSFORMING OTHERS 
BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD 

(ROMANS 8:4–5; 12:1–2)

www.nationalbaptistcongress.org

@NationalBaptist

National Baptist Congress Page

109th Annual Session
National Baptist Congress

June 21–26, 2015
Atlanta Marriott Marquis • Atlanta, Georgia

VENDOR REGISTRATION
LIMITED SPACE—REGISTER NOW! Call 1-800-382-6772 

or visit www.nationalbaptistcongress.org to download registration forms.

Congress Theme: Transforming Others by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:4–5; 12:1–2)

Host Pastor:
Dr. William E. Flippin, Sr.
The Greater Piney Grove
Baptist Church
1879 Glenwood Avenue SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30316
(404) 377-0561

Sponsored by:
Dr. T. B. Boyd III, President/CEO
R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, 
a subsidiary of The R.H. Boyd Company 
6717 Centennial Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37209
(615) 350-8000

REGULAR REGISTRATION
May 1–June 20
10' x 10' Booth $375
Corner Booth $575
Bookstore Booth $750

VENDOR REGISTRATION

LATE REGISTRATION
June 21–June 24
10' x 10' Booth $395
Corner Booth $595
Bookstore Booth $795

LIMITED SPACE—REGISTER NOW! Call 1-800-382-6772 
or visit www.nationalbaptistcongress.org to download registration forms.

www.nationalbaptistcongress.org

JUNE 24–26, 2015
ATLANTA MARRIOTT MARQUIS HOTEL

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

If you are interested in participating as a model, 
please come to model orientation on-site.

SIGN UP TODAY, SPACE IS LIMITED!

Enjoy a fashion show featuring 
the latest designs in clothes, hats, 

and accessories with the 
First Lady of our 

National Baptist Congress 
“A School of Methods for Christian Training,” 

Mrs. Yvette Boyd!

FREE ADMISSION  
DOOR PRIZES
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CHRISTIAN CONCERT
& COMEDY SHOW

Wednesday, June 24, 2015
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Atlanta Marriott Marquis Hotel
Open mic night! Contact lboyd@rhboyd.com for more details.

HEADLINE SINGER:
Canton Jones

COMEDIENNE:
Sister Willie Ruth

National Baptist Congress  “A School of Methods for Christian Training”
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COURSE OF STUDY

Dr. T. B. Boyd III
President/CEO National 

Baptist Congress 
and R.H. Boyd Publishing 
 Corporation

David Groves, D.Min., Ph.D.
Director of Publications/Chris-

tian Education
LaDonna Boyd, MBA
Chief Operating Officer

Oscar Alexis
Drill Team Coordinator

Dr. Pamela Hardy
Dance Ministry Coordinator

Henry Flenory
Oratorical Contest Coordinator

COURSE NUMBERING
Our new and improved num-

bering system reflects the school 
under which the courses are 
taken. The courses are preceded 
by letters designating the school 
they represent. For example, BS 
is the School of Biblical Studies. 
This school includes class num-
bers in the 1000–1099 level.

Please consult the following 
legend for course selection:

 BS —   School of Biblical 
Studies  
1000–1099

 PSG—  School of Personal and 
Spiritual Growth  
1100–2000

 CTM— School of Christian 
Teaching Meth-
odology   
2001–2499

 MEC— School of Missionary 
Education  
2500–2999

 SM—  School of Ministry 
3000–3999

 YC—  Youth Congress   
5000–5900

 YCA—  Youth Congress 
 Activities 
5901–5999

This school examines biblical records. It investigates 
the author, date, place written, purpose of the book, 
and the major theme and emphasis of each book.

���OLD AND NEW  
TESTAMENT STUDIES ��

No. BS1015  Survey of the Old & 
New Testaments

This course examines the sixty-six books of the 
Bible.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 8
Instructor: Dr. Terrance Johnson

No. BS1080 Studies of the Gospel of Mark 
This course examines the content of the second 
Gospel account and studies Jesus as the Son of 
Man and the nearness of the Kingdom of God.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 6
Instructor: Dr. Eric Johnson

SCHOOL OF PERSONAL AND  
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

(CODE-PSG)
Wednesday–Friday • June 24–26, 2015

7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

This school provides courses designed to help 
improve one’s relationship with God and to develop 
one’s spirituality.

No. PSG1100  Spiritual Renewal for Christian 
Men

This course examines men and their  relationship 
with God. It will study how men connect with 
God, specific male characters in the Holy 
Scriptures as role models, and examples for 
improving one’s devotion to God.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 5
Instructor: Dr. Robert Blythe

No. PSG1302  Christians in                        
Spiritual Warfare

This course examines some of the traps, tricks, 
and downfalls that plague us in life. It offers sound 
resources that help us combat these daily issues and 
problems.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M302
Instructor: Dr. Quinton Smith

No. PSG1304  Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts
This course provides a study of spiritual gifts and 
their evidence in the lives of Christians.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 2
Instructor: Dr. Matthew Alix

No. PSG1400 Marriage God’s Style
This course provides a critical examination and 
comparison of society’s new types of marriages 
(e.g., alternative marriages, long-distance mar-
riages) and the impact they place on society, as 
compared to God’s plan for the institution of 
marriage.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 3
Instructors: Dr. T. L. & Mrs. Ruth Brown

No. PSG1600 Personal Evangelism
This course presents a methodological study in 
evangelism that teaches an unobtrusive and effec-
tive approach to daily  evangelism.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 4
Instructor: Dr. Charles Bowie

No. PSG1701  Understanding the 
Holy Spirit

This is a course that examines how the Holy Spirit 
involves Himself in the lives of God’s people.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M104 and M105
Instructor: Dr. Eugene English

No. PSG1751 Why Am I Baptist?
This course examines Baptist theology and pol-
ity. It traces its development to the present. It also 
includes a study of the articles of faith, as well as 
a study of its historical practices.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M101
Instructor: Dr. Joseph Jones

No. PSG1900  Christian Womanhood
This course examines and offers solutions to the 
issues that Christian women currently face, such 
as abuse, single parenting, health risks, etc.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M303
Instructor: Ms. Pat Kelley

SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN
TEACHING METHODOLOGY

(CODE-CTM)
Wednesday–Friday • June 24–26, 2015

7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

This school concentrates on helping teachers develop 
new strategies and methods for teaching students.
No. CTM2101  Teaching Preschoolers and Older 

Elementary Children 
The focus of this course is to provide 
a practical approach to teaching and communi-
cating effectively with this age level. The course 
investigates the skill levels, capabilities, and 
limitations of this age group and provides creative 
teaching methods for maximum comprehension 
in the classroom. Contemporary teaching/learn-
ing methods will be discussed, and instruction 
will be given in lesson planning.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 10
Instructor: Ms. Je’Lisa Sanders

No. CTM2201  Teaching Youth  
Ages 12–17

The focus of this course is to provide a practi-
cal approach to teaching and communicating 
 effectively with this age group. The course 
investigates their skill level and provides 
creative teaching methods, enabling them to 
comprehend theology using activity-based and 

subject-based lessons. Contemporary teach-
ing/learning methods will be discussed, and 
instruction will be given in lesson  planning.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M104
Instructor: Ms. LaTosha Phillips

No. CTM2301  Teaching Adults
The course provides a practical approach to 
teaching and communicating effectively with this 
age group while investigating creative methods of 
teaching adults. Contemporary teaching/learning 
methods will be discussed, and instruction will be 
given in lesson planning.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 9
Instructor: Dr. Chandra Bennett

SCHOOL OF MISSIONARY 
EDUCATION (CODE-MEC)

Wednesday–Friday • June 24–26, 2015
7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

This school is designed to provide you and your 
church with the tools necessary to implement mis-
sions programs and/or to expand your  missions 
organizations.

No. MEC2500  Women’s Missionary Auxiliary 
Department #1

This course provides training for women in mis-
sionary work.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M102
Instructor: Dr. Pearl Ducre

No. MEC2501  Women’s Missionary Auxiliary 
Department #2

This course provides training for women in mis-
sionary work.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M301
Instructor: Ms. Vonciel Livingston

No. MEC2503  Brotherhood and Christian Men 
Department

This course provides training for men in mission-
ary work.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M304
Instructor: Mr. Roosevelt Smith

SCHOOL OF MINISTRY
(CODE-SM)

Wednesday–Friday • June 24–26, 2015
7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

This school is designed to train church leaders and 
workers in the area of their leadership responsibilities 
at their local church, district, or state level.

 DIACONATE MINISTRY

No. SM3400  Diaconate Ministry in the Modern 
Church

This course discusses the role of the  diaconate 
as a successful and  fruitful partnership between 
pastor and  congregation.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 1
Instructor: Dr. Anthony Sharp

No. SM3401  The Ministry of the Deaconess
This course is an overview of the role and 
 spiritual development of the deaconess.

SCHOOL OF BIBLICAL STUDIES 
(CODE-BS)

Wednesday–Friday • June 24–26, 2015
7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

ATLANTA MARRIOTT MARQUIS, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303
THEME: TRANSFORMING OTHERS BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD

 (Romans 8:4–5; 12:1–2)

The 109th Annual Session of the
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS

“A School of Methods for Christian Training”

MORNING 
CLASSES MEET

WEDNESDAY–FRIDAY 
7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

ALL ADULT CLASSES 
June 24–26, 2015

WEDNESDAY–FRIDAY
7:00 a.m. – 9 a.m.

1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

YOUTH CLASSES
June 24–26, 2015

WEDNESDAY 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
THURSDAY–FRIDAY
8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
June 25–26, 2015

THURSDAY–FRIDAY
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: M105
Instructor: Ms. Mellonee Davis

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY

No. SM3500  Sunday School Discipleship
This course explores the mindset of a grow-
ing Sunday school, how to develop that 
mindset, how to organize for growth, how to 
move people into leadership, and effective 
ways to train and equip leaders.
Time: 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Location: International 7
Instructor: Ms. Jacquie Foxx

AFTERNOON 
CLASSES MEET

WEDNESDAY–FRIDAY 
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

MUSIC MINISTRY

No. SM3000  Music, Liturgy, and Worship
This course examines the importance of 
music and liturgy in worship. It demonstrates 
how to plan a service that incorporates the-
matic music and liturgy. Designed for music 
ministers.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 8
Instructor: Mr. Phillip Hall

No. SM3001  The Excellent Choir Member
This course examines the responsibility of 
a choir member and how this role is impor-
tant to the ministry of the church on various 
 levels.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 1
Instructors:  Ms. Edith McKinney & 

Mr. Kenneth Jackson

USHERS’ MINISTRY

No. SM3100  The Dynamics of the Usher’s 
Ministry

This course is a study providing an exami-
nation of  crucial roles and essentials of 
 ushering.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 6
Instructors:  Mr. Obie Coleman & 

Ms. Marilyn Ford

NURSES’ MINISTRY

No. SM3200 Effective Church Nursing
This course studies ethical principles that 
will assist the Christian nurse in administer-
ing safe health practices in his or her duties 
while serving the local church.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M101
Instructor: Ms. Lois Mixon

MINISTERS’ MINISTRY

No. SM3300  Principles of  
Successful Preaching

This course is a study of basic preach-
ing principles and exposition that will help 
sharpen the skills of the preacher.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M301
Instructor: Dr. Gerald Dew

No. SM3304  The Work of an 
Associate Minister

An in-depth look at the ramifications of the 
call into ministry and a study guide for the 
newly called minister.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 2
Instructor: Dr. Micheal Benton

No. SM3320 Pastoral Care
For both new and experienced pastors, this 
course will provide ministry helps, including 
time management, dealing with stress, deal-
ing with difficult church members, etc.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 9
Instructor: Dr. R. L. White

MINISTERS’ WIVES MINISTRY

 No. SM3351  Spouses of Pastors and 
Ministers

This course is a study designed to give 
encouragement in the midst of the unreal 
ex pecta tions placed on the minister’s spouse 
and family.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 10
Instructor: Mrs. Ruth Brown

BAPTIST TRAINING UNION  
MINISTRY

No. SM3526  The Development of the Baptist 
Training Union Discipleship 
Ministry

This course provides a practical, strategic 
guide through step-by-step planning tech-
niques for the local church.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M304
Instructors:  Mr. William & 

Mrs. Frankie Haynes

THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
MINISTRY

No. SM3550  Developing a Comprehensive 
Christian Education Ministry

This course will discuss the purpose of 
Christian education today, including how to 
structure an educational ministry effectively, 
concepts for equipping leaders and develop-
ing disciples, and more.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 7
Instructor: Mr. Jacob Johnson

No. SM3551  The Principles of Teaching 
Christian Education

The focus is the role of the teacher, pupil, 
and curriculum in the methodology of the 
teaching-learning experience. It discusses 
approaches to improve teaching in the church 
and to develop teacher training programs.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M102
Instructor: Dr. Robert Blythe

EVANGELISM MINISTRY

No. SM3600  The Principles of Evangelism
This course is a study of practical principles 
that are critical to evangelism witnessing.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 4
Instructor: Dr. Eric Johnson

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION  
MINISTRY

No. SM3800  Christian Leadership and 
Development

This course will examine the fundamental 
tools that are necessary to become an effec-
tive leader. Special emphasis is placed on the 
biblical paradigm of leadership. 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 3
Instructor: Dr. Joseph Jones

No. SM3802  Church Banking and Finance
This course is designed to provide practi-
cal methods for creating a sound financial 
footing for today’s church, including church 
funding and budgeting.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: International 5
Instructor: Ms. Joan Fleming

YOUTH CONGRESS CLASSES 
(CODE – YC) 

Wednesday • June 24, 2015 
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Thursday–Friday • June 25–26, 2015
8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Must be enrolled in a Youth Congress class 
in order to participate in a Youth Activity.

No. YC5001  Children’s Department 
Ages 4–6

This course focuses on God’s Word and its 
relevance in the lives of children today that 

will challenge them to apply and live God’s 
Word daily. 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M108
Instructor: Ms. Clara Reed

No. YC5101  Children’s Department 
Ages 7–9

This course focuses on God’s Word and its 
relevance in the life of children today that 
will challenge them to apply and live God’s 
Word daily. 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M109
Instructors:  Ms. Minyone Finley & 

Ms. Lilith Williams
No. YC5102  Children’s Department 

Ages 10–11
This course focuses on God’s Word and its 
relevance in the life of children today that 
will challenge them to apply and live God’s 
Word daily. 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M103
Instructors:  Mr. Jesse & 

Mrs. Maxine Blake
No. YC5201/5202  Youth Department 

Ages 12–17
This course is an age-appropriate study 
focusing on God’s Word and its relevance 
in the lives of youth today that will challenge 
them to apply and live God’s Word daily. 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M106
Instructor: Rev. Rickye Scott

No. YC5204 Choir
This course is a music ministry for young 
people.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M202
Instructor: Ms. Norma Noble

No. YC5300  Oratorical Techniques for 
Public Speaking

This is an in-depth study of techniques and 
methods used to enhance public speaking. 
This course is for contestants in the T. B. 
Boyd, Jr. Oratorical Contest who must be in 
the 11th or 12th grade. 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M107
Instructor: Mr. Henry Flenory

YOUTH CONGRESS ACTIVITIES
(CODE – YCA)

Thursday–Friday • June 25–26, 2015
1:30 p.m.– 4:30 p.m.

Must be enrolled in a Youth Congress class to 
participate in Youth Activity.

No. YCA5902  The Q&A Show  
for Children

This activity allows children to test their bibli-
cal knowledge and challenge their friends in a 
game show contest. Ages 7–9.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M107
Instructor: Ms. Pat Kelley

No. YCA5903  Let’s Go to the Movies
Students will view popular movies that illus-
trate what the Bible says about critical issues 
that teenagers and children face today. A live 
discussion gives an open forum for expres-
sion of thoughts. Ages 13–14. 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M104
Instructor: Ms. Carolyn Sanders

No.  YCA5908/
YCA5912  Youth Summit 
Youth will have the opportunity to dialogue 
about the uncertain life issues children and 
teens face in everyday life. Ages 15–17.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: M106
Instructor: Ms. Je’Lisa Sanders

No. YCA5909 Rec with a Purpose
Students will get to participate in fun games 
and activities. Ages 10–12.
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Location: M202
Instructor: Ms. Lakaye Byron

DRILL AND DANCE TEAM 
SCHEDULE

Wednesday • June 24, 2015 
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Thursday–Friday • June 25–26, 2015
8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m

No. YC5401A  Drill Team 
Ages 12 & Younger

This course teaches techniques and meth-
ods for Drill Team presentation. Must be 
enrolled in this class to  compete.
Wed. 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Thurs. – Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Thurs. – Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location: Imperial Ballroom
Instructors:  Mr. Oscar Alexis, Ms. Lynne 

Bennett,  & Ms. Gwen Scruggs

No. YC5401B  Drill Team 
Ages 13 & Older

This course teaches techniques and meth-
ods for Drill Team presentation. Must be 
enrolled in this class to  compete. 
Wed. 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Thurs. – Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Thurs. – Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location:  Imperial Ballroom
Instructors:  Mr. Oscar Alexis, Ms. Lynne 

Bennett,  & Ms. Gwen Scruggs

No. YC5501A  Religious Dance for Youth
This is a three-part course that examines 
dance theory, the theological and historical 
foundations of religious dance for youth, and 
principles of dance  tech niques. Ages 5–11.
Wed.–Fri.  8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Location:  Imperial Ballroom
Instructors:  Dr. Pamela Hardy, Ms. Tanesha 

Winters, Ms. Sumaya White, & 
Ms. Cynthia Terry-Holmes

No. YC5501B  Religious Dance for Youth
This is a three-part course that examines 
dance theory, the theological and historical 
foundations of religious dance for youth, and 
principles of dance techniques. Ages 12–17.
Wed.–Fri.  8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Location:  Imperial Ballroom
Instructors:  Dr. Pamela Hardy, Ms. Tanesha 

Winters, Ms. Sumaya White, & 
Ms. Cynthia Terry-Holmes

No. YC5502 Religious Mime
This class teaches the mime techniques for 
individuals and groups who wish to use this 
creative art form in ministry.
Wed.–Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Wed.–Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Location:  Imperial Ballroom
Instructors:  Ms. Precious Graham

EARLY EVENING COURSES
Wednesday–Thursday

June 24–25, 2015
5:30 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

No. SM3801 Christian Women Leadership
This course outlines effective qualities for 
women’s leadership development in the 
church.
Location: TBA
Instructor: Dr. Chandra Bennett

No. SM3803 Development of Youth 
Leaders/Pastors

This course outlines the steps for minister-
ing to and leading Christian youth.
Location: TBA
Instructor: Dr. Richard Flippin

109th ANNUAL SESSION OF THE NATIONAL BAPTIST CONGRESS
A F T E R N O O N  C L A S S E S  M E E T

WEDNESDAY–FRIDAY • June 24–26, 2015 • 1:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M.
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Payment: Make check or money order payable to National Baptist Congress. For credit card payments, please register online at 
www.nationalbaptistcongress.org.
 ☐ Check  (Personal checks will not be accepted after June 1, 2015, nor at on-site registration.)
 ☐ Money Order

Regular
June 1–June 20

Late
June 21–June 24

All Registrations will receive a complimentary The National Baptist Union Review subscription!
Mail your enrollment to R.H. Boyd Publishing Corp., Attn: Congress Dept./Data Center,  6717 Centennial Blvd., Nashville, TN 37209,

For questions, email congress@rhboyd.com.
By submitting registration materials, you agree to the terms and conditions outlined by the National Baptist Congress.

Course Changes and Cancelations
Course registration may be changed or canceled 
until the cut-off date of May 15, 2015. After the 
cut-off date, all class cancellations requested by 
messengers will receive an eighty (80) percent 
refund of the applicable registration fee, which 
will be sent via mail after the current session of 
the National Baptist Congress has concluded. All 
class changes requested by messengers will be 
charged a processing fee of $12.00. If the Con-
gress must cancel a class, messengers will be noti-
¿HG�DQG�-XQH�VHOHFW�DQRWKHU�FODVV�XSRQ�WKH�UHWXUQ�
of the textbook or other course materials for the 
canceled class. Cancellations or no-shows will not 
be honored after 2 p.m. on Wednesday, June 24, 
2015. Badges: A replacement fee of $5.00 will be 
charged per name badge.

Liability
I, on behalf of myself and/or my minor child (if 
applicable), agree to assume all risks, including 
but not limited to falls, injuries, and death,  and 
agree to release and hold harmless the National 
Baptist Congress “A School of Methods for Chris-
WLDQ� 7UDLQLQJ´� DQG� LWV� IRXQGHU�� WUXVWHHV�� RI¿FHUV��
directors, employees, agents, volunteers, staff, 
and any successors and assigns (collectively Con-
gress) from any and all claims of any nature which 
may result from my and/or my minor child’s at-
tendance at, participation in, and/or travel to or 
from the Congress and/or its related activities, 
which include but are not limited to classes, semi-
nars, lectures, meetings, events, parades, movies, 
arts and crafts, summits, off-site events, and reli-
gious events. I also agree to indemnify and hold 
the Congress harmless from any and all liability 
caused to me and/or my minor child while attend-
ing, participating in, and/or traveling to or from the 
Congress and/or its related Activities, whether due 
to the Congress’ carelessness or negligence. To 
the extent I am signing this document on behalf 
of a minor child, I understand and agree that this 
release also applies to any and all liabilities relat-
ing to the failure to timely meet/pick up the minor 
child upon the conclusion of the Congress Activi-
ties. I recognize and acknowledge the risks associ-
ated with my and/or my minor child’s attendance 
at the Congress, including the Activities. 

Audio/Video Recording
For documentation and promotional purposes, the 
Congress events may be audio- and  videorecorded. 
By attending the events, you consent to being 
¿OPHG� DQG� UHFRUGHG� IRU� GRFXPHQWDWLRQ� DQG� SUR-
motional purposes. You release Congress of any 
liabilities connected with these recordings and 
waive all rights to any claims for payment or roy-
alties with regard to the resulting material.

By signing this document, I agree that I am over the 
age of eighteen, have read the document carefully, 
and I have had all questions answered before sign-
ing and before granting the waivers and consents 
contained herein. I acknowledge that this is a legal 
document, and I will be bound by my agreement to 
its terms. To the extent I am signing this on behalf 
of a minor child, I have the authority as a parent or 
legal guardian, not a chaperone, to provide consent 
on the minor child’s behalf to participate in the 
National Baptist Congress, including any and all 
activities and recordings. I understand that my and/
or my minor child’s participation in the Congress’ 
activities will be denied if this form is not signed.

COURSE FEES

 Regular Course Adult/Youth  $99.00  $125.00     $80.00
 Regular Course Adult/2nd Class  $75.00  $75.00     $65.00
 Personal Enrollment   $15.00  $15.00     $15.00 

Discounted
Web 

 Registration
Now Until June 15

 NATIONAL 
 BAPTIST 

 CONGRESS 
TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS
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Ask for the National Baptist Congress rate. Please contact hotel directly for additional information on payment by check.

COMFORT SUITES ATLANTA 
AIRPORT HOTEL
5087 Clark Howell Hwy
Atlanta, GA 30349
Phone: (404) 209-7299 
Room Rate: $79

ON-SITE AMENITIES & SERVICES
• Complimentary Daily Hot Breakfast
• Cable/Satellite TV
• Flat Screen/Plasma TV
• Free Wireless High-Speed Internet
• Microwave and Refrigerator

ON-SITE AMENITIES & SERVICES
• Complimentary Breakfast and Beverage Area
• Gift Shop 
• Laundry/Valet Service 
• Local Area Transportation 
• Snack Shop

EMBASSY SUITES
AIRPORT HOTEL
4700 Southport Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30337
Phone: (404) 767-1988
Room Rate: $109

HOMEWOOD SUITES 
ATLANTA MIDTOWN
97th 10th St. NW 
Atlanta, GA 30309
(404) 524-4076
Room Rate: $150

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 
ATLANTA DOWNTOWN
54 Peachtree St. SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303
Phone: (678) 702-8600
Room Rate: $115

ON-SITE AMENITIES & SERVICES
• Complimentary Daily Hot Breakfast
• Business Center
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Free Wireless High-Speed Internet
• Two Flat Screen LCD TVs
• Microwave and Refrigerator
• Sitting Room with Sofa Bed

EMBASSY SUITES ATLANTA
GALLERIA HOTEL
2815 Akers Mill Rd. SE 
Atlanta, GA 30339
Phone: (770) 984-9300
Room Rate: $119

ON-SITE AMENITIES & SERVICES
• Complimentary Breakfast and Beverage Area
• Free Wireless High-Speed Internet
• Laundry/Valet Service 
• Local Area Transportation 
• Snack Shop

ON-SITE AMENITIES & SERVICES
• Complimentary Hot Breakfast Area 
• Complimentary Dinner and Beverages     
  (Monday–Thursday)
• Free Wireless High-Speed Internet
• Complimentary Grocery Shopping Service
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
• Full-Size Refrigerator

ALL DRILL AND DANCE TEAMS MUST STAY AT A CONGRESS HOTEL.

HOLIDAY INN & SUITES
ATLANTA AIRPORT NORTH
1380 Virginia Ave.
Atlanta, GA 30344 
(404) 305-9990
Room Rate: $119

ON-SITE AMENITIES & SERVICES
• Complimentary Breakfast Daily 
  (4 people per room)
• Free Wireless High-Speed Internet
• Health and Fitness Center 
• Outdoor Pool
• 24–Hour Lounge

THESE PROPERTIES ARE SPECIFICALLY RESERVED FOR DRILL AND DANCE TEAM REGISTRANTS ONLY.
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The National Baptist Union Review honors fathers who 
provide godly examples for their children to follow. A bib-
lical example of one of these notable fathers can be found 
in Mark 5:21–24, 35–42.

,Q� 0DUN¶V� *RVSHO�� ZH� ¿QG� WKH� H[DPSOH� RI� D� IDWKHU�
named Jairus who exercised great faith. The Scriptures 
describe Jairus as a ruler of the synagogue, which would 
probably mean that he was wealthy and highly esteemed 
in society. One would even believe that Jairus was accus-
tomed to having others ask him for help because of his 
authority. But in the case of his dying daughter, it was he 
who pleaded for Jesus’ help. In his coming to Jesus, Jairus 
distinguished himself from many of the other synagogue 
rulers who despised and rejected Jesus. As a father, he was 
willing to lay aside his title, pride, and reputation to ensure 
that his daughter would be made well again.

Jairus also displayed great faith. There are not many 
parents—or in this case, fathers—who would risk leav-
ing their seriously ill child’s side, especially when there 
are others present in the household. One would expect 
-DLUXV�WR�VHQG�VRPHRQH�IURP�KLV�KRXVHKROG�WR�¿QG�-HVXV�

and have Him come heal his daughter. But Jairus heard of 
Jesus’ reputation as a Healer and believed. His belief was 
strong enough to dismiss the fact that his daughter might 
die while he was away searching for Jesus. 

And when he saw Jesus, he fell to his knees and pleaded 
for Jesus to come lay hands on his daughter and restore her 
health. In his posture, Jairus acknowledged the limitations 
of his own authority concerning his daughter’s condition. 
As a father, Jairus refused to let anything stand in the way 
of his daughter’s healing. Even when messengers from 
his house brought urgent news about his daughter’s death, 
-DLUXV�FKRVH�WR�UHPDLQ�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�-HVXV¶�ZRUGV��³µ'R�QRW�
fear, only believe’” (v. 36, NRSV). As a result of Jairus’ 
determined faith, his daughter was healed.

All fathers should demonstrate this type of faith before 
their families. The National Baptist Union Review salutes 
all fathers who have demonstrated great faith and have 
placed the needs and well-being of their loved ones above 
their own. We are yet hopeful that all fathers recognize 
the great responsibility before them, and that they seek the 
aid of the Holy Spirit in becoming the men God would 
approve of. 

A Prayer for Fathers
Dear Heavenly Father, we come interceding for every 

IDWKHU�RU�IDWKHU�¿JXUH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��:H�SUD\�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�
honored and appreciated, not just one day out of the year, 
but every day. Lord, continue to strengthen them and in-
crease their faith in You. As they depend on You, order 
their footsteps so that they may be a better representation 
of You in their homes, at their jobs, and in their communi-
ties. We also thank You for being the greatest example of 
a loving, faithful Father. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson
(Continued from page 3)

New Ventures
(Continued from page 1)

viously worked as a freelance reporter, editor, and commu-
nity affairs news anchor and you are currently a corporate 
VSHDNHU�DQG�FRPHGLHQQH��:KHQ�GLG�\RX�¿UVW�GLVFRYHU�\RXU�
unique gift of comedy?

A: I started using my gift of comedy in elementary 
VFKRRO��0\� ¿UVW� OLWWOH� FRPHGLF� SOD\� ZDV� D� VSRRI� RI� WKH�
show with Rowan and Martin called Laugh In. I played 
a funny old man character … and I enjoyed the fact that I 
was able to make people laugh. I never anticipated actual-
ly working professionally as a Christian comedienne, but 
all through school I was always the class clown. All of my 
report cards had As and Bs, but in that comment section it 
always said, “Talks too much.” But God had a plan; I am 
getting paid to talk now.

Q: What inspired the Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson char-
acter?

A: That character is a mixture of all the women who 
have been a part of my life and who are special to me. 
From my mother, my aunt, some of the women in the 
neighborhood—they were all a part of my life. It is part 
of my mission with that character to preserve the image of 
big mama and the wisdom that the matriarch of the black 
family represented. I’m keeping alive the vision of big 
mama of the old [days]. While the big mama wasn’t [al-
ways] educated, they were rooted in the Lord, they had a 
ORW�RI�ZLVGRP��DQG�WKH\�GH¿QLWHO\�NQHZ�KRZ�WR�SUD\���$QG�
so I use [that character] as a vehicle to deliver the Word 
of God.

Q: Tell me about a time when your ministry as a come-
dienne has impacted someone.

A: With one of the stations I was with years ago, a lady 
emailed me saying that her husband would never go to 
church … but since he had been hearing me every morn-
ing while [they were] on the way to work, and I had him 
laughing so hard and he was learning the Word of God, he 
was inspired enough to go to church and ultimately give 
his life to Christ. A more recent example was at my book 

signing on May 2. I read excerpts from my forty-day de-
votional book I released called Our Daily Cornbread. One 
of the ladies there said that she was blessed by one of the 
stories in the book about being tied up and not focused 
on how you spend your time, [especially] with the people 
that you love. She said that her [past choices caused] her 
to miss out on all those years with her children, and the 
devotional about how you spend your time had special 
meaning to her. 

Q: In a press release biography about your new inspira-
tional book, there was mention of your being a cancer sur-
vivor. Do you have any words of encouragement to those 
who are currently battling cancer?

A: It really strengthens your faith when you go through 
something knee-buckling. My experience [with thyroid 
cancer] truly underscored that Scripture in Romans 8 
where it says all things work together for the good of them 
who love the Lord. If you can pray your way through it 
and continue to cling to the Lord … He will hear your 
prayer and make you stronger. But you have to press in 
… and just get in God’s presence and listen to Him. Pray 
to the point of “whatever peace,” [meaning] whatever He 
wants to do and however He wants to do it is okay with 
you because you trust Him. 

Q: What advice do you have for the families?
A: Two things: Watch your words when you are talking 

to people who are struggling with cancer or anything. And 
pray for your strength and the strength of your loved one.

Bishop plans to continue using her ministry of laughter 
to bring “healing to the masses of hurting people” through 
what she considers medicine to the soul and “Bible 
wrapped in funny.”

Sistah Willie Ruth Johnson will be featured at this 
year’s National Baptist Congress during the Praise and 
Laughs event on June 24 at 7:30 p.m.

2016 Congress 
Host Chosen 

A Salute to the Leaders  
of Faith

As a father has compassion 
for his children, so the LORD 
has compassion for those 
who fear him.
(Psalm 103:13, NRSV)

Y

Dr. Michael W. Wesley
Greater Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

Birmingham, Alabama
Birmingham, Alabama, has been chosen as the site for 

WKH������1DWLRQDO�%DSWLVW�&RQJUHVV��,W�ZLOO�EH�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
this Congress has met in this city, which holds such a rich 
history in relationship to the Civil Rights Movement. The 
event will move back to its normal week, June 12–17, 
2016, at the Birmingham Jefferson Convention Complex 
(BJCC), located at 2100 Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. North, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 

The headquarters hotel is the Sheraton Birmingham, 
which is connected to the BJCC via sky bridge. Reverend 
Dr. Michael Wesley and the Greater Shiloh Baptist Church 
will serve as the host. One of the great themes of the 110th 
annual session of the National Baptist Congress will be to 
highlight the power and presence of God in the struggle 
for civil rights. Please stop by the 2016 Host Committee 
and the BJCC booth at the 2015 Congress to obtain more 
information about the 110th annual session of the National 
Baptist Congress. 

The second pioneering venture to be announced by Dr. 
Boyd is the development of Sunday school and religious 
curriculum for the Latino community. The African-Amer-
ican and Latino communities are similar in terms of their 
development in America and their deep spirituality that it 
makes good business and theological sense to carry out the 
precepts of Christian mission as noted in Matthew 28:16–
20 to teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the world. 

The National Baptist Congress takes its mission of 
Christian education seriously and is seeking new and rel-
evant ways to serve the church, pastors, ministers, and oth-
ers. See you at the Congress. 
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Atlanta, Here We Come
(Continued from page 1 )
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•   Forget Me Not (Play is free to the public. Refresh-
ments will be served.)

 • Artist: Samantha McSwain
Late Night Service: 10:00–11:45 p.m.
 • Lecturer: Dr. William E. Flippin, Sr.
 • Speaker: Rev. Jasper Williams

Friday, June 26, 2015
Morning Classes: 7:00–9:00 a.m.
General Assembly: 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
 •  Keynote: Dr. Cornell Brooks, President, NAACP
 • Artist: Le’Andria Johnson
Afternoon Classes: 1:30–4:30 p.m.
Graduation: 6:00–6:30 p.m.
Youth Night: 6:30–9:00 p.m.

Please consult with other articles in this paper for 
more detailed information.


