
 

A special note on this week’s Sunday school lesson: 

Title: Making a Promise 
Background Passages: Genesis 8:20–9:17 
Lesson Passages: Genesis 8:20–22; 9:8–17 
Date: September 3, 2017 

There is great irony in this lesson on the Great Flood and God’s promise falling on the 
Sunday after Harvey’s unprecedented destruction. Yet this lesson can be used as our 
assurance that whatever calamities life brings, God’s love will abide with us and provide 
to us the resources we need to overcome any difficulty. As believers, we are God’s 
instruments of love and compassion. Let us be mindful to demonstrate God’s love as we 
care for our neighbors  during this time of extreme difficulty. 

Is there any real hope for us to hold on to in the story of God’s rainbow covenant after the 
flood? We have God’s promise that He will never again destroy the earth by flood, but 
certainly that promise may be of small comfort to those currently dealing with the 
devastating and destructive impact of Harvey. In the midst of such imaginable tragedy, 
how do we find hope in God’s promises? 

This past week, residents of Southeast Texas and the Gulf Coast region have witness 
relentless rains and flooding. The casualty loss is at present incomprehensible. Many are 
simply in shock at what they have seen and what they have yet to face in a seemingly 
uncertain future. 

Survivors of traumatic events react in different ways, and faith communities must be 
prepared to receive all survivors at their point of need. When the rain ceased and the 
waters from the rain subsided during the Great Flood, Noah chose to worship God. 

Right now, our focus must be on getting victims through the devastation in every way—
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual. Whether in, through and beyond the devastation, 
we must fix our eyes focused on Jesus, as we are taught in Hebrews 12:2.  



When we experience unthinkable tragedies, we can take comfort in knowing that we 
serve a God whose own heart beats with sadness at the evil that life can bring, but who is 
determined to help us to begin anew.  

Noah had witnessed great devastation, yet he kept his focus on God, who issued a great 
promise through the sign of the rainbow. God chose the rainbow as the symbol by which 
He (and we with Him) would be reminded of His promise to Noah. 

This redemptive purpose of God’s rainbow covenant lets us know that, while life will 
always bring crises and trials, these events need not lead us to interminable despair. God 
had a purpose in the Great Flood, and He yields a purpose from everything that life 
brings to us, even when that purpose is difficult for us to understand.  

The rainbow is a symbol of divine promise that no flood can compromise God’s purpose 
for human life. Humanity will endure and overcome, no matter what life challenges we 
face. Further, believers find further evidence of God’s enduring promise in the 
resurrection of Jesus—the promise He made to Noah is a part of His everlasting covenant 
to redeem humanity. 


