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Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation products! We hope that 
you find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and heart of God. May 
you gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to impart to His people. The 
Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum and the National Baptist Congress, 
provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry 
resources to enhance your biblical and theological education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, 
where faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering their 
talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and youth are 
offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for churches, choir, 
evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide further instruction for 
using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and success 
in Memphis, TN! Our theme, “Set Free,” from Luke 4:18, truly embodied the freedom that we 
experience through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the National Baptist 
Congress will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019. All are welcome to attend and 
share in the ministry and mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for five 
generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside cover and back cover are from Congress 2018)



Lesson 1 for Week of October 7, 2018

FAITHFUL FRIEND
Background Passage: Genesis 6; 8:19 Lesson Passage: Genesis 6:9–22

UNIFYING TOPIC
Noah’s Steadfast Faith

LESSON SECTIONS 
 I.  The Corruption of the World (Genesis 6:9–12)
 II.  Instructions for Noah (Genesis 6:13–16)
 III.  God’s Covenant of Life (Genesis 6:17–22)

KEY VERSE
Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. (Genesis 6:22, NRSV)

BIBLICAL EMPHASES
1.   The corruption of the people broke the heart of God, but Noah found favor with God 

because of his faithful obedience and love for God.
2.   God gave Noah detailed instructions for building an ark that would keep him, his  family, 

and select animals safe while God destroyed the corrupt world.
3.   God promised to establish a covenant with Noah and his family after the flood, and Noah 

obeyed everything God told him to do.

UNIFYING PRINCIPLE
Faithfulness is a needed quality of life, but it is difficult to achieve. How can people be faithful in 
difficult situations? Noah is an empowering example of someone who remained faithful to what 
God asked him to do regardless of the opposing circumstances and consequences.

LESSON EMPHASES
  •  To help the students understand why God honored Noah’s faith.
  •  To show the students why trusting God’s plan is always better than trusting their own. 

Materials Needed to Teach
For further reference, see today’s lesson from Boyd’s Commentary, New National 

Baptist Hymnal, 21st Century Edition, #132 (NNBH #120), and God’s Promises Bible.

Need more teacher helps? 
Visit www.rhboyd.com.

Consider Your Students
SEEKERS FOR JESUS: Youth know people who have not been faithful in keeping their prom-
ises and may transfer their experiences by believing that God will not keep the promises He has 
made to us.
TEEN SCENE: As teens grow in faith, they will experience the love and faithfulness of God, 
which will help them to trust God to protect them when they face a crisis or are afraid.
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SEEKERS FOR JESUS

TEEN SCENE

STEP 1 — Begin class with prayer. Before class, download various renderings of Noah’s 
Ark from the Internet. Hang the pictures in front of the class.  

STEP 2: Intro Activity — Discuss this week’s activity from www.rhboyd.com. Bring extra 
copies to class and give to students who need them.

STEP 3: Today’s Word — Open the discussion by asking students what they recall about 
the story of Noah. What part of the story of Noah seems impossible? Why? Ask a volunteer to 
read Genesis 6:9–12. Talk about the corruption and violence that was in the world during the 
days of Noah. Why do you think people turned away from God? Explain that Noah received 
God’s favor because he was righteous. Ask students what makes them different from their 
friends who don’t know Christ.
     Ask a volunteer to read Genesis 6:13–16. Direct attention to the pictures of the Ark in front 
of the class. Ask the students which pictures more closely resemble the description of the Ark 
in the Bible. How did Noah respond to God’s instructions? Which do you think was more dif-
ficult for Noah to do, build the ark or collect the animals? Why? Ask a volunteer to read Genesis 
6:17–22. Ask the students how they think Noah felt when he learned that he and his family 
would be saved. What must we do to earn God’s favor like Noah did?

STEP 4: Consider This — Read and discuss the Consider This section in the student 
books. Explain how the story relates to today’s lesson.

STEP 5: Closing — Read the Last Thoughts section together to review the lesson. Close 
the class in prayer, asking God to help us remain faithful when others around us are doing evil. 
End class in prayer.

Suggestions for Effective Teaching...

STEP 1 — Begin class with prayer. Be prepared to present examples of dangerous water 
in the Bible (for example Exodus 14—15; Jonah 1—4; Mark 4:35–41).

STEP 2: Intro Activity — Discuss this week’s activity from www.rhboyd.com. Bring extra 
copies to class for the students who need them. 

STEP 3: Dissect and Digest — Open the discussion by asking students to suppose 
someone knocked on their door and told them their town was in imminent danger of being 
destroyed by a natural disaster, but there was no other evidence of it. Would they believe him? 
Why or why not? Explain that Noah must have faced this in his day. Ask a volunteer to read 
Genesis 6:9–12. Why did the people turn from God and practice evil? Explain what it meant that 
the whole world was corrupt and violent. Ask a volunteer to read Genesis 6:13–16. How difficult 
do you think it was for Noah to build such a huge boat? Why do you think he obeyed God, even 
when there was no evidence of water? Discuss the righteousness of Noah with the students. 
Ask a volunteer to read Genesis 6:17–22. Reread verse 17, and briefly tell the students about 
other dangerous waters in the Bible. Ask them to express their feelings about the danger of 
water and God’s use of it. Explain that Noah and his family would be saved.

STEP 4: Heart of the Matter — Read and discuss the Heart of the Matter section found 
in the student books. Explain how the story relates to today’s lesson.

STEP 5: Closing — Close the class in prayer, asking the Lord to continue to teach His 
people how to live for Him only.
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— Lesson Overview —
Introduction

The story of Noah and the flood is timeless in its presentation. It’s influence spans 
generations and has been accepted as a faithful, biblical account shared by countless 
parents and church leaders. Noah is a story for all ages because it reminds us of the fallen 
nature of humankind, helps us understand the consequences of sin, and shows God’s 
provisions for those who love and obey Him. Teach the story of Noah with enthusiasm, 
and give youth a fresh look at this timeless story by helping them see the long lasting 
implications of Noah’s faith. Jesus’ story started when the fall of humanity happened. 
But we see God’s providence as He continues this story by not forsaking the righteous. 
Help them understand that Noah’s story must be shared to encourage and grow our faith.

I.  The Corruption of the World  
(Genesis 6:9–12)

When God created people and placed them in the Garden of Eden, He gave them 
instructions about how to live righteously. However, the people He created, Adam and 
Eve, chose to disobey Him and follow their own way. Because of their disobedience, 
every person born after Adam and Eve is born into a sinful world with a fallen nature. The 
book of Genesis captures the progression of the wickedness of humankind, which is the 
world we find Noah lived in. People were described as increasingly wicked. If they were 
aware of God at all, they ignored Him so that they could live in sin. When God looked 
down on the world He had created, He saw that the character and action of each of the 
people were corrupt and violent. Both of these words describe the horrible actions of a 
community that had no morals. The word “corrupt” indicates a lack of respect toward 
God, and the word “violent” indicates a lack of respect toward each other. One can only 
imagine the atrocities that were taking place. Youth are very aware of the corruption in 
today’s world. Many of them may have been tempted to participate in sinful exploits. 
Remind them of the consequences of disobeying God’s law, but emphasize the blessings 
in store for remaining faithful to Him.

In the midst of the sin and corruption in the world lived one righteous person—Noah. 
In the midst of sin, violence, and hatred toward the Lord, Noah followed the Creator of 
the world. Like Noah, most youth want to be righteous and blameless and to enjoy a 
close relationship with God. However, sometimes temptation and peer pressure may 
get the better of them. Discuss what they can do to overcome temptations, so they can 
remain faithful to God.

• • • Genesis 6:9–12 • • •
THESE are the generations of Noah: 
Noah was a just man and perfect in his 
generations, and Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.
11 The earth also was corrupt before 
God, and the earth was filled with  
violence.
12 And God looked upon the earth, and, 
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth.

• • • Genesis 6:9–12 • • •
THESE are the descendants of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation; Noah walked with God. 
10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s 
sight, and the earth was filled with  
violence. 
12 And God saw that the earth was cor-
rupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways 
upon the earth.

KJV NRSV
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II.  Instructions for Noah (Genesis 6:13–16)

Because of the corruption of the world, God made 
a decision that would change the course of history. 
He decided to destroy the earth and all living things 
in it. He was tired of the corruption and violence and 
would destroy those who practiced them. The people 
had forgotten about God and the love He had for 
them. They believed that they could get along without 
the great God who gave them life. However, because 
of their disobedience, they would experience the  
wrath of God.

Youth and many others wrestle with the fact that 
at one time, a loving God destroyed nearly all the 
people on the earth. They may even see this as a flaw 
in the perfect nature of God. They may believe that  
He acted like those who become angry when things 
don’t go their way. Ask the youth to try and look at the 
world during that time through the eyes of God. Tell 
them that they would be heartbroken also, just like 
God. Help them understand that God grieved because 
His holy and righteous nature demanded justice. One 
truth they should remember about God is that He is 
holy. The corruption and violence of the world stood 
in stark opposition to His holiness.

• • • Genesis 6:13–16 • • •
AND God said unto Noah, The end of all 
flesh is come before me; for the earth is 
filled with violence through them; and, 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; 
rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 
shalt pitch it within and without with 
pitch.
15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt 
make it of: The length of the ark shall be 
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it 
fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty 
cubits.
16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, 
and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; 
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in 
the side thereof; with lower, second, and 
third stories shalt thou make it.

• • • Genesis 6:13–16 • • •
AND God said to Noah, “I have deter-
mined to make an end of all flesh, for 
the earth is filled with violence because 
of them; now I am going to destroy them 
along with the earth. 
14 Make yourself an ark of cypress wood; 
make rooms in the ark, and cover it 
inside and out with pitch. 

15 This is how you are to make it: the 
length of the ark three hundred cubits, 
its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty 
cubits. 

16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it 
to a cubit above; and put the door of the 
ark in its side; make it with lower, sec-
ond, and third decks.

KJV NRSV

NOTES

CREATE INTEREST: Ask participants to write down some of the sins they believe broke God’s 
heart enough for Him to want to destroy the world.
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CREATE INTEREST: Ask participants to put themselves in Noah’s position. Would they 
believe and trust God?

The people were so evil that the wickedness extended 
throughout the earth. Therefore, God told Noah of His plan 
to destroy the inhabitants and the world He lived in. But 
God loved His creation so much that His plan included a 
way we could continue. God instructed Noah to build an 
ark. The main material God instructed Noah to use to build 
the boat was cypress wood. God further instructed Noah 
to coat the wood both inside and out with pitch, which is 
a tar-like substance that waterproofed the ark so that it 
would not sink. When God gave Noah the dimensions for 
the ark, he learned he would not be building any small 
boat. It would have many rooms on three decks. God gave 
Noah every detail of the exact measurements. He told 
Noah to build a roof on the ark with an opening below the 
roof and a door on the side of the ark. Every instruction 
God gave had a purpose.

NOTES

• • • Genesis 6:17–22 • • •
AND, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood 
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from 
under heaven; and every thing that is in 
the earth shall die.
18 But with thee will I establish my cov-
enant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy 
sons’ wives with thee.
19 And of every living thing of all flesh, 
two of every sort shalt thou bring into 
the ark, to keep them alive with thee; 
they shall be male and female. 
20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle 
after their kind, of every creeping thing 
of the earth after his kind, two of every 
sort shall come unto thee, to keep them 
alive.
21 And take thou unto thee of all food 
that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to 
thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and 
for them.
22 Thus did Noah; according to all that 
God commanded him, so did he.

• • • Genesis 6:17–22 • • •
FOR my part, I am going to bring a flood 
of waters on the earth, to destroy from 
under heaven all flesh in which is the 
breath of life; everything that is on the 
earth shall die. 
18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you; and you shall come into the ark, 
you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ 
wives with you. 
19 And of every living thing, of all flesh, 
you shall bring two of every kind into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they 
shall be male and female. 
20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and 
of the animals according to their kinds, of 
every creeping thing of the ground accord-
ing to its kind, two of every kind shall 
come in to you, to keep them alive. 
21 Also take with you every kind of food 
that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” 

22 Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him.

KJV NRSV

III.  God’s Covenant of Life (Genesis 6:17–22)
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HOME DAILY DEVOTIONAL READINGS
October 8–14, 2018

After giving Noah details on the construction of the 
ark, God said, “I am going to bring a flood of waters 
on the earth” (v. 17). Noah’s walk with God had been 
a walk of faith, and this statement may have tested 
his faith because it had not yet rained. Noah believed 
that God would do just as He said He would do. In their 
spiritual walk, youth will grow to trust God’s Word and 
instructions more and more, even when they don’t 
fully understand the purpose behind it. 

Following His instructions, God told Noah that he 
would be saved along with his family, which included 
his wife, his sons, and the wives of his sons, a total of 
eight people. Many students have seen images of mass 
destruction in the media and, perhaps, in their lives. 
But nothing could compare to the destruction of this 
flood. God made a covenant with Noah that He would 
fulfill His promise to him. God also instructed Noah to 
bring both males and females of every living creature 
into the ark. Noah did not delay and got right to work. 
He never showed signs of disbelief. The Bible says, 
“[Noah] did all that God commanded him” (v. 22). 

Conclusion 
Noah has a well-deserved place in the “faith hall of 

fame” (see Heb. 11:7). He lived a righteous life when 
the people around him had turned their backs on God. 
Their wickedness was corrupt and violent. The corrup-
tion and violence of today’s world is quickly approach-
ing the level it was during the days of Noah. The 
lesson of Noah that youth must learn is that we need 
to remain faithful to God and stand strong in the face 
of the evil that surrounds us. We must also trust God 
to deliver us when He executes judgment by realizing 
that He is the great and fair Judge. Help the students 
remember that we all deserve that punishment. But 
like Noah, God has found favor in us because of Jesus’s 
sacrifice on the cross.

NOTES

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: Ask participants to look up other examples of people who had 
faith, like Abraham, for the next week.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday saTurday sundayMonday

Noah’s 
Mandate: Fill 

the Earth

Genesis 
9:1–7

God’s Covenant 
with Noah and 

Animals

Genesis 
9:8–17

Families and 
Nations Descen-
ded from Noah

Genesis 9:18–
19;10:1–4, 6–8, 

21–23

The Lord 
Scatters the 

People

Genesis 
11:1–9

Abram, Sarai, 
and Lot in 
Canaan

Genesis 
12:5–9

Noah to 
Abraham, Faith 

in Action

Hebrews 
11:4–10

God’s Blessing 
from Noah to 

Abraham

Genesis 11:10, 
27, 31–32; 12:1–4



UNITED AGAINST RACISM
Churches for Change

The time is NOW, as signaled by 
the United Nations’ decade-long 
commitment to people of African 
descent. In proclaiming this decade, the 
international community is recognizing 
that people of African descent represent 
a distinct group whose human rights 
must be promoted and protected. 
Authentic Christianity requires the 
loving inclusion of all God’s creation. 
An inclusive, beloved community is a 
community free from racism. United 
Against Racism is a call to an authentic 
Christianity, a religion that strives to 
become God’s inclusive, beloved 
community. It summons Christians to 
pray, think, and act to end racism. This 
resource aims to support churches, 
communions, and those who endeavor 
to share the journey of the Christian 
faith in the pursuit of an unfinished 
agenda to embody a more excellent 
way of racial equity.
2083 ...................................... $14.95
___________________________________
“A heartwarming and inspiring ensemble of 
voices inviting the Church and our nation to re-
engage America’s sin or racism. The National 
Council of Churches spurs the conscience of 
every American in the quest for a more just and 
equal America.”

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley
General Secretary Emeritus
American Baptist Churches

___________________________________
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