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Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation! We hope that you 
find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and heart of God. May you 
gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to impart to His people. The 
Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum and the National Baptist Congress, 
provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry 
resources to enhance your biblical and theological education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, where 
faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering their 
talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and youth are 
offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for churches, choir, 
evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide further instruction for 
using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and success 
in Memphis, Tennessee! Our theme, Set Free, from Luke 4:18 truly embodied the freedom that we 
experience through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the National Baptist 
Congress will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019. All are welcome to attend and 
share in the ministry and mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for five 
generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside cover and back cover are from Congress 2018)
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CORRUPT—Hebrew: ‘âlach [aw-lakh’]
to become filthy; become corrupt

Faithful Friend
Genesis 6:9–22 

Background Scriptures: Genesis 6; 8:19
These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his 
generations, and Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 

violence.
12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had cor-

rupted his way upon the earth.
13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is 

filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt 

pitch it within and without with pitch.
15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be 

three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and 

the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third 
stories shalt thou make it.

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the 
earth shall die.

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, 
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female.

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the 
earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; 
and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.

22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

KEY VERSE: Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him. (Genesis 6:22, NRSV)

These are the descendants of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless 
in his generation; Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled  

with violence. 
12 And God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon 

the earth. 
13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the 

earth is filled with violence because of them; now I am going to destroy them along 
with the earth. 

14 Make yourself an ark of cypress[a] wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside 
and out with pitch. 

15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its width 
fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 

16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above; and put the door of the ark in 
its side; make it with lower, second, and third decks. 

17 For my part, I am going to bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from 
under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth 
shall die. 

18 But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your 
sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 

19 And of every living thing, of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, 
to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 

20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, 
of every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of every kind shall 
come in to you, to keep them alive. 

21 Also take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” 

22 Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.

Lesson 1
10.07.18
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Originally, God created what was to be a 
perfect world. With an abundance of creatures 
big and small, angelic and human, each in its 
own form and working order, all creation ex-
isted for His glory. From the earliest existence 
of humankind, beginning with Adam and Eve, 
each generation of humanity began to turn 

away from God’s intended will and instead chose evil deeds that displeased 
God. Let’s explore some of these things and how God addressed them.
It Grieved God

How much wickedness can a holy and just God put up with before His wrath 
is kindled, and He responds justly? The people’s hearts were filled continually 
with evil thoughts. Their unwillingness to repent kindled God’s wrath, causing 
Him to regret ever creating them. Considering their wickedness, and knowing 
punishment was in order, God grieved. However, He could not allow this wick-
edness to continue, so God resolved to destroy this  creation He loved. 

Despite our laws, criminal behavior and random acts of violence plague our 
communities today and threaten our very existence. At every level of govern-
ment, laws are in place to address all kinds of criminal behavior, but wrongdo-
ers continue to commit crimes, and many go unpunished. One reason laws are 
put in place is to garner respect and consideration for one another. However, 
no matter the intended good of human laws, they sometimes become noth-
ing more than tools of bias, injustice, and misunderstanding. God viewed the 
actions occurring on earth back then as grievous; He no doubt grieves over 
present-day situations of lawlessness in the world.

At the beginning of creation, rain had not touched the earth, and human 
laws did not exist. The earth was fertile and profitable to every human, ani-
mal, and plant. However, sin had been introduced through Adam and Eve, and 
crime was running rampant. Because no written law existed, humankind was 

What did the  people do to  upset God?

Why did God choose Noah as  His servant?



 Teen Scene Fourth Quarter 2018 7

What did God 
 instruct Noah 

 to do?

What were the 

names of  

Noah’s sons?

committing crimes against one another, and violence had reached extreme pro-
portions. God was not pleased. In today’s society, our situation is similar. Despite 
the implementation of laws to protect the safety and rights of all people, evil 
actions often prevail. As God viewed all of the evil deeds occurring on earth, he 
was grieved that He had made humankind.

Noah Found Grace
God decided to destroy His creation: every living thing on the earth. This 

included every human, beast, creeping thing, bird, and creature of the sea. Hu-
mankind had forgotten God. Yet, in the midst of this wickedness, one man had 
not forgotten God. Noah found favor with God. He and his family were different 
from all the others. They kept to themselves amid all of the  violence occurring 
around them, and they lived godly lives. 

God spoke with Noah and said, “the end of all flesh is come before me” 
(Genesis 6:13a, NIV). God told Noah of His intention to destroy all of creation, 
but Noah and his family would be spared. God provided careful instructions 
for Noah to follow in constructing an ark (boat) to protect them from the flood 
waters. God further helped Noah to understand that He would establish a cove-
nant—a promise—with him for the future. Noah was told who to take on the ark, 
including his wife, their three sons, and their wives. Two animals of every kind, 
male and female, were also put on the ark.

As God prepared to end life on earth, the people continued in their wicked-
ness, denying the signs of impending destruction that loomed right before their 
eyes. Destruction was near.

The Ark and the Flood 
Noah and his family were obedient to God, hearing and obeying God at His 

word. God shared with Noah that He would destroy the earth with a flood. But 
this was a new concept; prior to this, there had been no rain and no floods on 
the earth. Then how was the earth watered? It was watered with a tropical mist. 
Needless to say, Noah and his family needed to make sure they took food, and 
lots of it, as they were going to be aboard the ark for quite a while. 

In spite of the evil that existed, God, still merciful unto humanity, allowed the 
faithfulness of Noah and his family to be the  beginning of a whole new world.
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Oct. 8 M Genesis 9:1–7 Noah’s Mandate: Fill the Earth
Oct. 9 T Genesis 9:8–17 God’s Covenant with Noah and Animals
Oct. 10 W Genesis 9:18–19; 10:1–4,  Families and Nations Descended from Noah 
  6–8, 21–23
Oct. 11 T Genesis 11:1–9 The Lord Scatters the People
Oct. 12 F Genesis 12:5–9 Abram, Sarai, and Lot in Canaan
Oct. 13 S Hebrews 11:4–10 Noah to Abraham, Faith in Action
Oct. 14 S Genesis 11:10, 27, 31–32;  God’s Blessings from Noah to Abraham 
  12:1–4

Who went with  Noah, and who stayed behind,  and why?

How easy it would have been for the people in Noah’s day to turn from their 
wicked ways and acknowledge God! If only they had trusted the insight and 
testimony of Noah, who honored and obeyed God. How sad it is that often we 
don’t listen to the wisdom of others, and instead follow negative examples or 
our own wrong motives. 

Today, violence is happening at schools all over the country. Educational 
psychologists try to explain why these incidences of violence are increasing at 
our schools. A lot of it happens because of unhealthy thinking that may come 
from other influences, and then acting on those thoughts.

Even our churches and Sunday school classes are not always safe from the 
evils of the world. Shootings and violence have occured while people were gath-
ered to worship God. We don’t know how long God will allow such evil deeds to 
continue, but like Noah, we need to remain faithful 
to Him no matter what others are doing. As God’s 
people, we cannot simply follow the crowd and do 
the things that others are doing.

Unfortunately, in one way or another, the evils 
of society seem to invade our lives. The Apostle 
Paul says, “For the good that I would do, I do not: 
but the evil which I would not, that I do (Rom. 
7:19). Evil exists to distract us from God and His 
divine will for our lives. At times, we all can fall 
short and get caught up with the crowd that’s go-
ing the wrong way. When this happens, there is an alternative—turn around, 
repent, and follow God. 
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