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Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation! We hope that you 
find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and heart of God. May you 
gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to impart to His people. The 
Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum and the National Baptist Congress, 
provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry 
resources to enhance your biblical and theological education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, where 
faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering their 
talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and youth are 
offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for churches, choir, 
evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide further instruction for 
using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and success in 
Memphis, TN! Our theme, Set Free, from Luke 4:18 truly embodied the freedom that we experience 
through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the National Baptist Congress will 
be held in Charlotte, NC June 9-14, 2019. All are welcome to attend and share in the ministry and 
mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for five 
generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, NC June 9-14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside cover and back cover are from Congress 2018)
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Lesson 1 for Week of October 7, 2018

FAITHFUL FOLLOWING
Background Passage: Genesis 6; 8:19 Lesson Passage: Genesis 6:9–22

UNIFYING TOPIC
Noah’s Steadfast Faith

LESSON TEXT 
 I. Noah: a Man of Faith and Fellowship with God (Genesis 6:9–13)
 II. Noah: a Recipient of God’s Instructions and Covenant (Genesis 6:14–22)

THE MAIN THOUGHT
Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.
(Genesis 6:22, KJV)

UNIFYING PRINCIPLE
Faithfulness is a needed quality of life, but it is difficult to achieve. How can people be faithful 
in difficult situations? Noah is an empowering example of someone who remained faithful to 
what God asked him to do regardless of the opposing circumstances and consequences.

LESSON AIM
To benefit from the life of Noah as a paradigm for a life of consistent faith in God.

LIFE AIM
To experience the life of faith in God inspired by a well-known biblical model and through 
specific personal character traits and experiences with God.

Supplementary Study Materials
For further reference, see today’s lesson from Boyd’s Commentary, New National Baptist 

Hymnal, 21st Century Edition, #309 (NNBH #116), and God’s Promises Bible.

Need more teacher helps? Visit http://www.rhboyd.com.

BEFORE YOU TEACH
Consider ...

Focus for College and Career—Young adulthood is a life stage that is frequently charac-
terized by challenges to the ability to be consistent in various aspects of life. This includes 
 challenges within young people’s relationships with God.

Focus for Adult Christian Life—Adults sometimes need guidance in comprehending that one’s 
walk with God is characterized by positive responses to Him in the routine of life, as well as in 
special or unique experiences in life.
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Connect with Learners: Ask participants to consider what actions they might take if 
their supervisors or other authority figures entrusted them with various amounts or types 
of resources. Encourage them to weigh various scenarios.

Prep Notes __________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

God’s Word in Life  
Chapter 25 of the Gospel of Matthew contains a parable of Jesus about a land owner 

who was about to leave on a trip and entrusted an amount of money to his three  servants. 
To one, he gave five talents or denarii (plural of denarius, a Greek coin and equivalent of 
a day’s wages in that culture). To another, the man gave two denarii. To the third servant, 
he gave one denarius. He then took his trip. Upon his return, the man summoned the 
servants and asked for an accountability report. The servant with five denarii had gained 
an additional five. Likewise, the man with two denarii doubled what had been entrusted to 
him. They both were commended and placed in authority over several other things.

The servant with one denarius or talent reported, “I knew that you are a hard man, 
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I 
was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground (NIV). See, here is what belongs 
to you.” Stern words of chastisement were delivered to this servant. Additionally, he had to 
forfeit what he was given, and it was entrusted to someone else. Faithfulness defines  success 
in the service of God.

My Plan to Introduce the Lesson:  ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

TEACHING STEPS....
First Step: Ask several students to volunteer to give definitions of faith in God and 

how such faith is expressed in daily life.
Second Step: Recruit two students in the class who will read the lesson text  

from each section of the lesson outline. Also read the verses in Hebrews pertaining 
to Noah.

Third Step: Lead the class in a discussion about how Noah was different from his 
peers and how that influenced his service for God.

Fourth Step: Compile a list of strategies for remaining loyal to the Lord amid 
 pressures from the environment.

Fifth Step: Allow a few students to share some accomplishments they would like to 
make in service to the Lord.
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Introduction
Most Christian learners are familiar with some memorable statements about faith 

found in Hebrews 11. The first two verses of that passage in the New International Version 
(NIV) tell us: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see. This is what the ancients [our ancestors] were commended for.” The NIV, as well 
as other translations, makes it clear that faith is essentially inner conviction, based on the 
promises of God and apart from empirical evidence. What some call blind faith actually is 
not blind at all. It is conviction based on a clear vision of the sovereign God. 

Hebrews 11:6 also indicates how essential faith is in the lives of the Lord’s  people. 
“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” This chap-
ter contains a roster of Israel’s ancestors—people whose faith was in the Lord God. The 
distinguishing trait of their common faith is that such faith inspired them to live a certain 
way and/or perform certain tasks. Most of those feats ran counter to the culture and expec-
tations in which they lived. Noah’s faith motivated him to see the coming judgment of 
torrential rains and floods, though such rain had not occurred to that point in history. Still, 
he built an ark and provided a place of refuge for those who would heed God’s warning. 
That secured him a place in the biblical Hall of Faith.

I.  Noah: A Man of Faith and  
Fellowship with God  
(Genesis 6:9–13) 

• • • Genesis 6:9–13 • • •
THESE are the generations of Noah: Noah 
was a just man and perfect in his genera-
tions, and Noah walked with God. 
 10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.
11 The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence.
12 And God looked upon the earth, and, 
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had cor-
rupted his way upon the earth.
13 And God said unto Noah, The end of 
all flesh is come before me; for the earth 
is filled with violence through them; and, 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

• • • Genesis 6:9–13 • • •
THESE are the descendants of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his 
generation; Noah walked with God. 
 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s 
sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 
12 And God saw that the earth was cor-
rupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways 
upon the earth. 
13 And God said to Noah, “I have deter-
mined to make an end of all flesh, for the 
earth is filled with violence because of them; 
now I am going to destroy them along with 
the earth.

KJV NRSV

Lesson Steps:  _________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



The Bible introduces Noah in stark contrast to the 
majority of people at that time. The word wickedness 
summarizes the behavior of humanity. The Lord saw 
that every inclination of every human heart was evil 
all the time (Genesis 6:5, NIV). So pandemic was 
humanity’s evil that God was grieved that He had cre-
ated humanity and was moved to bring judgment. Of 
Noah, however, is said in verse 8: “But Noah found 
favor in the eyes of the Lord.

Genesis 6:9 reveals that God’s approval of Noah 
was based on Noah’s righteousness, blameless lifestyle, 
and that he walked with or lived in fellowship with 
God. Righteousness in the Old Testament, translated 
from the Hebrew term zadok, denotes a right standing 
or relationship with God and people simultaneously. 
One’s priority relationship is to be with God. The Bible 
makes this clear while also insisting that a right rela-
tionship with God necessarily includes right standing 
with people. This is apparent in zadok, literally “wholly 
righteous.” Noah was a person of integrity. He could 
not be convicted of any alleged offense against others. 
Noah continued to fulfill God’s mission in his life. 

Noah’s spiritual inheritance was multi-generational 
and went to him from his great-grandfather, his grand-
father, and his father. Noah provided a spiritual legacy 
to his family. People come to have faith usually because 
they have witnessed it in the lives of others who are 
closely associated with them. There is an importance 
and an urgency that parents provide examples of faith 
for their children and subsequent generations.

Genesis 6:10–12 provides details about Noah’s 
family and the human plight that later figures promi-
nently in the Noah saga. Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham 
and Japheth, will be included with those rescued from 
God’s judgment and will play roles in later episodes of 
Noah’s life. Due to Noah’s unique relationship with 
and loyalty to God, the Lord made Noah a type of 
confidante and revealed to him the plans for impend-
ing judgment (v. 12). 

This same kind of privilege was provided to oth-
ers similarly committed to God. The Lord revealed 
His plans for the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah 
to Abraham and honored Abraham’s attempted 
 intercession for the cities (Genesis 18:16–33). Moses 
experienced a similar relationship —one of responsibil-
ity and privilege. As Moses was at Mt. Sinai receiving 

NOTES
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the Ten Commandments, the people of Israel commit-
ted apostasy by enticing Aaron to  create a golden calf, 
which they worshiped as their source of deliverance 
from Egypt. Such disloyalty and disobedience to God 
incurred His anger, and He threatened to destroy Israel 
completely (Exodus 32:1–10). In partial judgment 
for their idolatry, 3,000 people were executed by the 
Levites (vv. 25–29). 

Moses pleaded for Israel’s forgiveness by request-
ing his removal from God’s book if He would not 
forgive them, but the Lord revealed to Moses details 
about how He would hold each person accountable 
(vv. 31–35). 

The faith journey of Noah indicates there are some 
levels of service to and intimacy with God that one 
can experience solely due to integrity and obedience. 
It always has been, is now, and ever will be essential 
to “walk with God.” Passages in the New Testament 
Epistles, particularly those of Paul, indicate this by 
the use of the Greek word peripateō, meaning “to 
walk about or around,” denoting how one is to live. 
Passages such as Romans 4:12 (NIV); 6:4; 8:1, 4; 
13:13; Ephesians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:1 (NKJV) 
speak to walking or living in certain ways for the Lord. 
As followers of Christ, we are called to make our way, 
progress; to make due use of opportunities; to conduct 
ourselves appropriately.

II.  Noah: a Recipient of God’s 
Instructions and Covenant 
(Genesis 6:14–22) 

NOTES

BIBLE STUDY FOR WEEK OF OCTOBER 7, 2018 11

• • • Genesis 6:14–22 • • •
MAKE thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms 
shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch 
it within and without with pitch. 
 15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt 
make it of: The length of the ark shall be 
three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, 
and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; 
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the 
side thereof; with lower, second, and third 
stories shalt thou make it.

• • • Genesis 6:14–22 • • •
MAKE yourself an ark of cypress wood; 
make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside 
and out with pitch. 
 15 This is how you are to make it: the 
length of the ark three hundred cubits, 
its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty 
cubits. 
16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to 
a cubit above; and put the door of the ark 
in its side; make it with lower, second, and 
third decks. 

KJV NRSV



The Lord provided explicit, detailed instructions 
to Noah of the provisions for surviving the impending 
judgment. Noah was to construct an ark for that purpose. 
The original term for ark is an Egyptian word indicat-
ing various containers, including coffins, chests, crates, 
etc. The term only appears in the Bible in the Genesis 
account of the flood, and in Exodus 2:3,  referencing the 
rescue of the infant Moses, and later referring to the ark 
of the covenant. The ark was a huge boat, not controlled 
by Noah or his sons, but steered by water and wind; the 
vessel was for protection, not navigation. 

The Lord required a specific material for the con-
struction of the ark. Gopher wood, probably a type of 
cypress, is what the Lord instructed Noah to use, cut 
according to a specific design and exact dimensions. 
The ark was to have numerous rooms. The wood was 
to be coated on both sides with pitch, a dark-colored, 
tar-like substance for waterproofing. The dimensions of 
the ark in the English system assume a cubit to be eigh-
teen inches or a foot and a half. The length of the ark 
was 450 feet, or 150 yards, the length of one and a half 
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17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood 
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, 
wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die.
18 But with thee will I establish my cov-
enant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy 
sons’ wives with thee.
19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two 
of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alive with thee; they shall be 
male and female.
20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle 
after their kind, of every creeping thing of 
the earth after his kind, two of every sort 
shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that 
is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and 
it shall be for food for thee, and for them.
22 Thus did Noah; according to all that 
God commanded him, so did he.

17 For my part, I am going to bring a flood 
of waters on the earth, to destroy from 
under heaven all flesh in which is the breath 
of life; everything that is on the earth shall 
die. 
18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you; and you shall come into the ark, you, 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives 
with you. 
19 And of every living thing, of all flesh, 
you shall bring two of every kind into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall 
be male and female. 
20 Of the birds according to their kinds, 
and of the animals according to their kinds, 
of every creeping thing of the ground 
according to its kind, two of every kind 
shall come in to you, to keep them alive. 
21 Also take with you every kind of food 
that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” 
22 Noah did this; he did all that God 
 commanded him.

KJV NRSV

NOTES



HOME DAILY DEVOTIONAL READINGS
October 8–14, 2018

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday saTurday sundayMonday

Noah’s 
Mandate: Fill 

the Earth

Genesis 
9:1–7

God’s Covenant 
with Noah and 

Animals

Genesis 
9:8–17

Families and 
Nations Descended 

from Noah

Genesis 9:18–
19;10:1–4, 6–8, 

21–23

The Lord 
Scatters the 

People

Genesis 
11:1–9

Abram, Sarai, 
and Lot in 
Canaan

Genesis 
12:5–9

Noah to 
Abraham, Faith 

in Action

Hebrews 
11:4–10

God’s 
Blessings 

from Noah to 
Abraham

Genesis 11:10, 
27, 31–32; 12:1–4

football fields. The ark was 75 feet (25 yards) wide. It was 
45 feet high (15 yards). The ark was to contain three decks 
or levels, one side door, a roof, and an 18-inch opening all 
around the ark for ventilation. 

The ominous foreboding of this passage indicates 
the Lord’s judgment is all-encompassing. All forms of 
life—human, animal, insect, marine, and plant life—were 
destroyed by the flood (v. 17). Yet consistent with His char-
acter in Scripture, the judgment of God is accompanied by 
His grace in the form of a covenant with Noah. The term 
covenant, which appears here for the first time in Scripture, 
is the basis of God’s relationship with people and expresses 
God’s gifts and requirements of those with whom He is in 
covenant. The covenant with Noah included his family and 
all of creation. All life forms were to replenish the earth fol-
lowing the flood.

Conclusion 
Noah is a pivotal figure in the story of human redemp-

tion. He was a true example of the just living by faith 
(Hebrews 10:38). Noah’s faith is seen in his unyielding 
trust in and obedience to God—believing in His word and 
responding obediently to God’s command to build the ark, 
even though there was not a cloud in the sky.

Sometimes the tasks God gives us don’t make sense on 
a human scale. Noah likely was ridiculed by others for act-
ing by faith and not by sight. Noah had never seen a global 
flood. All he had to go on was the truth of God’s character. 
Noah obeyed God because he knew God in a personal way, 
and was confident to step out on God’s word no matter 
how foolish it may have seemed to the world.

NOTES

Connect with Learners: Consider the people of Noah’s time having no frame of refer-
ence for rain—something they’d never experienced—yet only Noah took God at His 
Word and built the ark to escape God’s judgment on creation. How quickly and thor-
oughly do you respond in faith to God’s directives?

Prep Notes __________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________

BIBLE STUDY FOR WEEK OF OCTOBER 7, 2018 13



UNITED AGAINST RACISM
Churches for Change
The time is NOW, as signaled by 
the United Nations’ decade-long 
commitment to people of African 
descent. In proclaiming this decade, the 
international community is recognizing 
that people of African descent represent 
a distinct group whose human rights 
must be promoted and protected. 
Authentic Christianity requires the 
loving inclusion of all God’s creation. 
An inclusive, beloved community is a 
community free from racism. United 
Against Racism is a call to an authentic 
Christianity, a religion that strives to 
become God’s inclusive, beloved 
community. It summons Christians to 
pray, think, and act to end racism. This 
resource aims to support churches, 
communions, and those who endeavor 
to share the journey of the Christian 
faith in the pursuit of an unfinished 
agenda to embody a more excellent 
way of racial equity.
2083 .................................... $14.95
___________________________________
“A heartwarming and inspiring ensemble of 
voices inviting the Church and our nation to re-
engage America’s sin or racism. The National 
Council of Churches spurs the conscience of 
every American in the quest for a more just and 
equal America.”

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley
General Secretary Emeritus
American Baptist Churches

___________________________________
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