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Lesson 1 for Week of October 7, 2018

FAITH IN ACTION
Background Passage: Genesis 6; 8:19 Lesson Passage: Genesis 6:9–22

UNIFYING TOPIC
Noah’s Steadfast Faith

LESSON SECTIONS 
 I.  The Family of Noah (Genesis 6:9–10)
 II. God’s Discontent (Genesis 6:11–13)
 III.  God’s Plan and Noah’s Obedience (Genesis 6:14–22)

KEY VERSE
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation; Noah walked with God.  
(Genesis 6:9, NRSV)

BIBLICAL EMPHASES
1.   Noah was a righteous man on whom God had favor. Because of Noah’s righteousness, his 

family also would be saved from the flood.
2.   The Lord was not happy about the unrighteous and evil acts of His creation. He planned to 

destroy the earth but not before He gave Noah plans to escape His wrath.

UNIFYING PRINCIPLE
Faithfulness is a necessary quality of life, but it is difficult to achieve. How can people be faithful 
in difficult situations? Noah is an empowering example of someone who remained faithful to 
what God asked him to do regardless of the opposing circumstances and consequences. 

LESSON EMPHASES
  •  To show that evil makes the Lord unhappy.
  •  To demonstrate the love God has for those who follow and love Him.

Materials Needed to Teach
For further reference, see today’s lesson from Boyd’s Commentary, New National 

Baptist Hymnal, 21st Century Edition, #490 (NNBH #499), and God’s Promises Bible.

Need more teaching resources? 
Visit rhboyd.com.

Target Emphases
PRESCHOOLERS:  The youngest students may be hearing the story of Noah for the first 
time and are beginning to grasp that there are consequences for their actions.
YOUNGER CHILDREN:  Early grade-school students want to learn more details about 
why God judges sin.
OLDER CHILDREN: Older grade-school students have the ability to relate to the char-
acters in the story, making the lessons of Noah’s righteousness applicable to their own 
lives.
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GROWING WITH JESUS

GETTING STARTED: Greet each student as he or she enters the classroom. Start the class 
with an encouraging Christian song. Ask the students to sing along if they know the song. Begin 
class with prayer.

A GREAT BEGINNING: Tell the students that today’s lesson is about following God and 
believing His Word. Ask the students what they think it means to follow God. Explain that fol-
lowing God means to do what He says, regardless of what others are doing. Tell them that is 
what a man in the Bible named Noah did.

AN IMPORTANT LESSON: Read the lesson story for today. Give each child some paper 
and markers, and ask them to draw how they think the ark looked. When they are done draw-
ing, ask some of the students why they decided to draw the ark that way. When they answer, go 
deeper by telling them that they drew the ark that way because they trusted what their minds 
were telling them to draw. Tell the students that is how we trust the Lord, as well. We read 
what He says in the Bible and trust that His directions are the best for us. 

KEEPING IT GOING: Allow the students time to complete the activities in the student 
books. Have the students form a circle and take their prayer requests. After the prayer is com-
pleted, dismiss the class. 

JUST FOR YOU: Take some time this week to pray that the students will live righteously.

Suggested Teaching Plan

GETTING STARTED: Greet each student as he or she enters the classroom. Have some 
music playing in the background and allow the students to sing along to the music once the 
class has started. Begin the lesson with prayer.

JUMP START: Tell the students that today’s story is about a man who trusted God and 
built a huge boat, although he wasn’t close to water. Ask the students if any of them have ever 
been on a big boat before. Then ask them if they thought they could build a big boat all by 
themselves.

THE LESSON STORY: Read the lesson story for today. Talk to the students about why it 
was important that Noah was a righteous man whom God trusted. Ask the students why God 
had to flood His creation. Explain that God still feels the same way about sin; but if we trust and 
follow Him, He will save us, too. Pass out some crayons, markers, safety scissors, and paper 
and ask the students first to cut an outline of how they think the ark looked. Then tell the stu-
dents to take the crayons and color their boats. Finally, have students take the markers and 
write today’s key verse on their pictures.  

TAKING IT HOME: Allow the students time to complete the activities in their books. Have 
the students form a circle and take prayer requests. Close the class in prayer, praying for the 
requests. Encourage the students to put their pictures somewhere visible in their homes so 
they can remember to be righteous and blameless be for the Lord.

ENERGY TO EDUCATE: Be sure to take time to pray for your students this week. 
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Materials Needed: music player, crayons, paper

YOUNG LEARNERS
Materials Needed: music player, crayons, markers, safety scissors, paper
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— Lesson Overview —

Introduction
For children, the story of Noah is a staple and perhaps one of the first Bible stories 

they can comprehend, even at an elementary level. The surface value of the story pro-
vides deep, life-long lessons that are beneficial for any person. This story also gives a 
grand representation of our own personal story of salvation. First, there was child-like 
faith; but in the end, there was salvation from inevitable destruction. For your students, 
this could be the first time they get a glimpse of God as Savior and Judge in one pic-
ture. The passages covered today are more important than the story of the flood when 
it comes to new faith, which your students are experiencing. The lesson is simple, but 
the story is powerful: Fully trusting and obeying God leads to lasting salvation. Genesis 
6 is the first time we encounter Noah, and not very much is known about his upbring-
ing or how he came to faith in the Lord. Noah followed the Lord and upheld a lifestyle 
of righteousness that was rare. He trusted the Lord when no one else would. For that 
reason, God saved him and his family. 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: Download and print pictures of Noah’s ark, and place one on each 
seat. Have Christian music playing in the background. Greet each student as he or she enters 
the classroom. Encourage the students to sing along. After the song is finished, begin class  
with prayer. 
,NET CHECK: Discuss and complete the activity from www.rhboyd.com. Bring extra copies 
to class for those who haven’t completed it already. Allow time for the ‘Net Check and Bible 
Quiz sections to be completed. Discuss the answers together.

INTRODUCTION: Tell the students that today’s story is about Noah’s obedience and righ-
teousness toward the Lord. Explain that because Noah trusted and obeyed God in a world full 
of sin, he was saved from God’s wrath. Ask the students to tell of a time when they did the right 
thing, though everyone else was doing the wrong thing.

TODAY’S LESSON STORY: Ask for a few volunteers to read the passages. Explain that 
Noah’s faith helped him build the ark. Have the students consider the pictures that have been 
printed for them. Ask them if they can point out some of the parts of the boat in the picture 
that God asked Noah to build. Ask how they think it might have been to live on an ark. Remind 
students that Noah built the ark by faith. If not for trusting God’s direction, Noah would have 
died with the rest of the world. Tell the students that it is the same way today. As long as we 
have faith in Jesus, we will have eternal life.

LESSON REVIEW AND CLOSING: Let the students complete the activities in their 
student books and review the key verse. Hand out pens or markers and have students write 
the key verse on the backs of their pictures to take home. Encourage the students to hang their 
pictures somewhere obvious so they will see it and be reminded to trust the Lord and be righ-
teous. After taking prayer requests, close the class in prayer.

ADVENTURERS WITH JESUS
Materials Needed: music player, pictures of Noah’s ark, pens/markers

CREATE INTEREST: Ask participants to write down some of the sins they believe broke God’s 
heart and caused Him to destroy the world.



I.  The Family of Noah  
(Genesis 6:9–10)

This story has a purpose that many may overlook when reading it; this was the 
beginning of the family of origin that brought forth Abraham, and eventually Jesus. 
Authors of the Bible often included family lineages to show a particular character’s roots 
or background. Explain to the students that hundreds of years later, Jesus would come 
directly from this family. The Bible also says Noah was a righteous man. Explain that 
righteousness means to do what the Bible tells us to do, such as loving others and being 
truthful, including when no one else is watching. Noah was blameless and walked with 
God. Help your students understand they, too, can walk with the Lord by praying and 
reading His Word every day. Tell your students the Lord is present in their lives as long 
as they are spending time with Him and being obedient to Him.

II.  God’s Discontent 
(Genesis 6:11–13)

The earth was corrupt and extremely violent. Sin had taken on its full form, and 
the people of the world had thrown off every care for their Creator and turned their 
energy toward self-gain and pleasure. God had made mankind in His own image, and 
they were mocking His work. His discontent warranted the need to destroy His cre-
ation. For students, this may be the first time they see God as Judge, and it may be a 
sobering moment for them. Help them realize the reality of sin is death and that no 
one is immune to sin. Noah would have been included in this list except for the fact 
that he had faith in the Lord. Neither Noah nor his family was without sin. Yet God 
saw this family was striving to please Him and mimic the image He had created. They 
trusted the Lord in the midst of a world so evil that we have yet to see a culture as col-
lectively evil. Help your students understand that the rest of the people in the world 
had chosen to reject the Lord in their hearts, and the Lord knew they never would turn 
back to Him. The Lord also saw the potential for His creation in Noah. So He decided 
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• • • Genesis 6:9–10 • • •
THESE are the generations of Noah: 
Noah was a just man and perfect in his 
generations, and Noah walked with God.
10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.

• • • Genesis 6:9–10 • • •
THESE are the descendants of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation; Noah walked with God. 
10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.

KJV NRSV

11 The earth also was corrupt before God, 
and the earth was filled with violence.
12 And God looked upon the earth, and, 
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth.
13 And God said unto Noah, The end of 
all flesh is come before me; for the earth 
is filled with violence through them; 
and, behold, I will destroy them with the 
earth.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s 
sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 
12 And God saw that the earth was cor-
rupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways 
upon the earth.
13 God said to Noah, “I have deter-
mined to make an end of all flesh, for 
the earth is filled with violence because 
of them; now I am going to destroy them 
along with the earth.” 

KJV NRSV



to save the one righteous man on earth with the intent of leading others after him to 
live in righteousness. Help your students understand that God chose Noah because of 
his faith and issued His plan to him so he could begin to prepare for the Flood.

III.  God’s Plan and Noah’s Obedience  
(Genesis 6:14–22)

Immediately after disclosing His plan to destroy the earth, God gave Noah specific 
instructions for how the ark should be built. The Lord knew how long Noah would be 
aboard the ark, how many animals and people would be included, and what the ark 
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CREATE INTEREST: Ask participants to put themselves in Noah’s position. Would they 
believe and trust God?

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; 
rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 
shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.
15 And this is the fashion which thou 
shalt make it of: The length of the ark 
shall be three hundred cubits, the 
breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height 
of it thirty cubits.
16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, 
and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; 
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in 
the side thereof; with lower, second, and 
third stories shalt thou make it.
17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood 
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from 
under heaven; and every thing that is in 
the earth shall die.
18 But with thee will I establish my cov-
enant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy 
sons’ wives with thee.
19 And of every living thing of all flesh, 
two of every sort shalt thou bring into 
the ark, to keep them alive with thee; 
they shall be male and female.
20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle 
after their kind, of every creeping thing 
of the earth after his kind, two of every 
sort shall come unto thee, to keep them 
alive.
21 And take thou unto thee of all food 
that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to 
thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and 
for them.
22 Thus did Noah; according to all that 
God commanded him, so did he.

14 “Make yourself an ark of cypress 
wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover 
it inside and out with pitch. 
15 This is how you are to make it: the 
length of the ark three hundred cubits, 
its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty 
cubits. 

16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it 
to a cubit above; and put the door of the 
ark in its side; make it with lower, sec-
ond, and third decks. 

17 For my part, I am going to bring a 
flood of waters on the earth, to destroy 
from under heaven all flesh in which is 
the breath of life; everything that is on 
the earth shall die. 
18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you; and you shall come into the ark, 
you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ 
wives with you. 
19 And of every living thing, of all flesh, 
you shall bring two of every kind into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they 
shall be male and female. 
20 Of the birds according to their kinds, 
and of the animals according to their kinds, 
of every creeping thing of the ground 
according to its kind, two of every kind 
shall come in to you, to keep them alive. 
21 Also take with you every kind of food 
that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” 

22 Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him.

KJV NRSV
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HOME DAILY DEVOTIONAL READINGS
October 8–14, 2018

would need in order to withstand the elements. Tell 
the students that God always has His followers’ best 
interests in mind. Explain that God always will take 
care of us as long as we trust in Him and follow His 
directions. 

God then promised Noah that He would establish 
a covenant with him and his family. Help your stu-
dents understand that a covenant is a bond in blood 
between two or more parties with promises and con-
ditions or stipulations to be upheld according to the 
terms of the agreement. Noah would be required to do 
as God instructed and continue to show faith through 
obedience. Tell your students that Noah didn’t only 
have to obey the Lord for a small amount of time. In 
fact, Noah obeyed and trusted that the Lord would 
bring a flood for more than 100 years, because that is 
how long it took to complete the task. The Lord gave a 
final instruction to Noah. He told him to bring two of 
every kind of animal onto the ark and food to sustain 
all the people and animals once it was completed. 
Noah obeyed in all these things, no questions asked.

Conclusion 
This part of the story of the Flood may not be as 

much fun for children as the rest of the story, but it 
is dynamic and impactful once you bring it to life for 
them. Help them see the hardships Noah had to face, 
such as being alone except for his family and the Lord 
and that others probably mocked him for building a 
boat in the desert when the earth hadn’t yet seen rain. 
He had to change his entire lifestyle and reorient his 
focus in order to obey the Lord’s commands. He kept 
building, planning, and persisting while the rest of the 
world’s fate already was sealed. Remind your students 
that if it were not for Noah’s faith, we might not be 
alive today. Furthermore, we perhaps would not have 
experienced the salvation of Jesus. 

NOTES

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: Ask participants to look up other examples of people who had 
faith, such as Abraham, during the week ahead.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday saTurday sundayMonday

Noah’s 
Mandate: Fill 

the Earth

Genesis 
9:1–7

God’s Covenant 
with Noah and 

Animals

Genesis 
9:8–17

Families and 
Nations Descen-
ded from Noah

Genesis 9:18–
19;10:1–4, 6–8, 

21–23

The Lord 
Scatters the 

People

Genesis 
11:1–9

Abram, Sarai, 
and Lot in 
Canaan

Genesis 
12:5–9

Noah to 
Abraham, Faith 

in Action

Hebrews 
11:4–10

God’s Blessing 
from Noah to 

Abraham

Genesis 11:10, 
27, 31–32; 12:1–4



A Savior Is Born 
Coloring Book
0678 (mg) .................................$1.00

Dex Davis Child of God!
“Peer Pressure” Panic! DVD
2042........................................$14.99

My March to the Manger:
A Celebration of Jesus’ Birth
Mary Manz Simon
2087......................................$12.99

The Way to the Manger
A Family Advent 
Devotional
Jeff Land
2085....................$12.99

The Donkey in the Living 
Room: A Tradition that 
Celebrates the Real 
Meaning of Christmas
Sarah Cunningham
2086.................. $14.99

The Silent Noisy Night 
(padded)
Ms. Jill Roman Lord
2084.................... $12.99

Great Christmas gift 
ideas for kids!
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