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Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation products! We 
hope that you find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and 
heart of God. May you gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to 
impart to His people. The Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum 
and the National Baptist Congress, provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, 
and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry resources to enhance your biblical and theological 
education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, 
where faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering 
their talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and 
youth are offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for 
churches, choir, evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide 
further instruction for using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and 
success in Memphis, TN! Our theme, “Set Free,” from Luke 4:18, truly embodied the freedom 
that we experience through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the 
National Baptist Congress will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019. All are 
welcome to attend and share in the ministry and mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for 
five generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside cover and back cover are from Congress 2018)
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STUDY FOR WEEK OF OCTOBER 7, 2018  LESSON 1

REMEMBER THIS... 
Thus did Noah; according 
to all that God commanded 
him, so did he.  
(Genesis 6:22, KJV)

FAITHFUL FOLLOWING
Unifying Topic: Noah’s Steadfast Faith
Focal Scripture: Genesis 6:9–22 • Background Scriptures: Genesis 6; 8:19

What You’ll Need...
God’s Promises Bible, (Genesis 6:9–22); Boyd’s Commentary for the Sunday School

LET’S GET 
STARTED...

The Genesis narrative tells 
us how our God, Adonai, 
 created a world and fashioned 
a people to be particular in 
their heritage and peculiar 
in their character. God’s first 
human beings were tempted 
to pursue that which opposed 
God, and their disobedience 
brought about the onset of  a 
decaying, corrupt creation. Yet, 
in His perfect wisdom, God 
had a plan from the beginning 
to redeem the people He loved 
that His elect would not be sep-
arated from Him, but would 
know and enjoy Him forever.



Get into the Lesson...
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LIFE.POINT
The God of love is also the God  
of justice.
LESSON.POINT
God's knowledge is unlimited, and 
He knows when, how, and what to do 
to benefit all.

NOTES
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1.  GOD’S CONVERSATION WITH NOAH  
(GENESIS 6:9–13)

God knows and sees all that happens in this 
world that He created and cares for, but we also 
must understand that God despises sin. God 
seeks out those who are righteous in their efforts 
to serve Him faithfully. The Bible declares in 
verse 9 (KJV) that Noah was a just man and 
perfect in his generation, and Noah walked 

THESE are the generations of 
Noah: Noah was a just man and 
perfect in his generations, and 
Noah walked with God.
 10 And Noah begat three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
 11 The earth also was corrupt be-
fore God, and the earth was filled 
with violence.
 12 And God looked upon the 
earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; 
for all flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth.
 13 And God said unto Noah, The 
end of all flesh is come before me; 
for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; and, behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth.

THESE are the descendants of 
Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless in his generation; Noah 
walked with God. 
 10 And Noah had three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
 11 Now the earth was corrupt 
in God’s sight, and the earth was 
filled with violence. 
 12 And God saw that the earth 
was corrupt; for all flesh had cor-
rupted its ways upon the earth. 

 13 And God said to Noah, “I have 
determined to make an end of all 
flesh, for the earth is filled with vio-
lence because of them; now I am 
going to destroy them along with 
the earth. 

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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with God. What wonderful defining words of  
character and daily living! To be just and perfect, 
or righteous and blameless (NIV), simply means 
that as God looks at your lifestyle and decisions 
to obey Him, He is pleased with your attitude 
and desire to serve Him, though no one is  
perfect. Righteousness in no way is synonymous 
with perfection. 

It is a privilege to have such a close relationship 
with God that He seeks to converse with you and 
share His thoughts and plans for the rest of  His 
creation. As God looked, He paid close attention 
to how far all of  His creation had fallen from its 
initial state of  grace. So God said to Noah, “The 
end of  all flesh is come before Me” (v. 13, KJV), 
which means that dissatisfaction had reached 
its maximum. The wickedness of  humanity had 
reached the point that God determined to destroy 
that which He loved and start again. Likewise, 
sometimes the only thing we can do is tear down 
and start afresh. 

Therefore, God spoke to Noah and told him, 
“the earth is filled with violence and because of  
this, I will destroy them with the earth.” What a 
shame—for mankind to have been given so much 
in order to do such great good, but instead, evil 
led them to use their free will to bring about cor-
ruption and destruction. Thus, the same God 
who is loving and gracious is also the God of  
 justice and wrath. 

This is a sad commentary today about the 
behaviors and attitudes of  some of  our Christian 
brothers and sisters that we’re watching. As 
believers, we must be careful how we live our lives 
in  private and in public, including what we post 
on social media sites.

What would 
cause a 

 person to 
take  

something 
that was 

meant for 
good and 

use it 
 for evil?

NOTES
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2.  GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS FOR NOAH’S 
CONSTRUCTION (GENESIS 6:14–16) 

Sometimes God commands us to do things that are 
beyond our wildest imagination, ability, and human 
capacity. When God spoke to Noah and told him of  His 
intentions, He knew that Noah never had built an ark 
before, and there had been no rain yet in the history of  

the world. Noah certainly did not have the material or 
the blueprints to build an ark. 

According to verses 14 through 16, the ark would be 
built by Noah and his family out of  gopher wood and 
covered with pitch (NIV). The dimensions were given 
to Noah by God: The ark must be 300 cubits long, 50 
cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. According to Bible 
commentators Walvoord and Zuck, gopher wood is 
thought to be a type of  cypress (v. 14, NIV), and the ark 
was a vessel with dimensions of  450 feet in length, 75 
feet in width, and 45 feet in height.

In addition to making the ark out of  gopher wood, 
Noah, according to God’s instructions, constructed 
rooms and floors to make provision for all the animal 
specimens that would be placed on board the ark. 
He also was directed to make a window for light and 

How well 
do you 
 follow 
instruc-
tions 
when it is 
evident 
you do 
not know 
what 
you are 
doing?

C O L L E G E  A N D  C A R E E R 9

 14 Make thee an ark of gopher 
wood; rooms shalt thou make in 
the ark, and shalt pitch it within 
and without with pitch.
 15 And this is the fashion which 
thou shalt make it of: The length 
of the ark shall be three hundred 
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, 
and the height of it thirty cubits.
 16 A window shalt thou make to 
the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou 
finish it above; and the door of the 
ark shalt thou set in the side there-
of; with lower, second, and third 
stories shalt thou make it.

14 Make yourself an ark of cypress 
wood; make rooms in the ark, and 
cover it inside and out with pitch. 

 15 This is how you are to make it: 
the length of the ark three hundred 
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its 
height thirty cubits. 

 16 Make a roof for the ark, and 
finish it to a cubit above; and put 
the door of the ark in its side; make 
it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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 ventilation. God also told Noah to build a door 
for them to enter and exit the ark. Last, Noah was 
instructed to “cover it inside and out with pitch.” 
The purpose of  the pitch on the outside was to seal 
the vessel so water would not enter and cause the 
vessel to sink.
3.  GOD’S COVENANT WITH NOAH 

(GENESIS 6:17—22)
After calling Noah and giving him instructions 

Do you 
believe God 

would  punish 
His own by 

 bringing about 
complete 

 destruction 
with a flood?

 17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring 
a flood of waters upon the earth, 
to destroy all flesh, wherein is the 
breath of life, from under heaven; 
and every thing that is in the earth 
shall die.
 18 But with thee will I establish 
my covenant; and thou shalt come 
into the ark, thou, and thy sons, 
and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives 
with thee.
 19 And of every living thing of all 
flesh, two of every sort shalt thou 
bring into the ark, to keep them 
alive with thee; they shall be male 
and female.
 20 Of fowls after their kind, and 
of cattle after their kind, of every 
creeping thing of the earth after 
his kind, two of every sort shall 
come unto thee, to keep them 
alive.
 21 And take thou unto thee of all 
food that is eaten, and thou shalt 
gather it to thee; and it shall be for 
food for thee, and for them.
 22 Thus did Noah; according to 
all that God commanded him, so 
did he.

 17 For my part, I am going to bring 
a flood of waters on the earth, to 
destroy from under heaven all 
flesh in which is the breath of life; 
everything that is on the earth shall 
die. 
 18 But I will establish my covenant 
with you; and you shall come into 
the ark, you, your sons, your wife, 
and your sons’ wives with you. 

 19 And of every living thing, of all 
flesh, you shall bring two of  every 
kind into the ark, to keep them 
alive with you; they shall be male 
and female. 
 20 Of the birds according to their 
kinds, and of the animals accord-
ing to their kinds, of every creep-
ing thing of the ground according 
to its kind, two of every kind shall 
come in to you, to keep them alive. 
 21 Also take with you every kind 
of food that is eaten, and store it 
up; and it shall serve as food for 
you and for them.” 
 22 Noah did this; he did all that 
God commanded him.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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on building the ark, God once again assured Noah 
that His intent was to bring a flood upon the earth, 
destroying all His original creation with the exception 
of  Noah, his family, and “two of  every sort” (v. 19, 
KJV), along with seven of  each type of  clean animal. 

Yet, God also made a covenant with Noah. God’s 
love for mankind caused Him to act because of  the 
world’s evil intent, but His love also made provision 
to repopulate the world again, starting with Noah and 
his family and two of  every living creature previously 
created by God, male and female. 

In the same way, God will supply all of  our needs 
according to His riches in heaven (Philippians 4:19). 

Verse 17 (KJV) begins with, “And, behold, I, even 
I, do bring a flood.” God wanted Noah to know this 
flood was being sent by Him for total destruction. In 
the end, the entire earth once again would be covered 
with water as it had been when the Spirit of  God 
hovered over the face of  the deep. Therefore, God 
instructed Noah to bring enough food to sustain him, 
his family, and all the animals on board the vessel. 
God wanted Noah to be prepared so there would 
be no shortfall of  supplies and food stores while His 
act of  nature was at work. Verse 22 settled the mat-
ter with Noah: “Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him.” When the believer follows God’s 
instructions fully, he or she will also learn that there 
are no surprises to God in His plan. We do not need 
to know why and how God will work it out for our 
good. Instead, it’s best that we are obedient and allow 
God to work His plan through us. 
Lesson Summary

It is a great thing to be seen by one’s family, friends, 
and peers as one who has great character and a faith-
ful walk with God. Just as Noah was looked upon by 
God and his peers as a just man, God wants us to be 
perceived in the same manner. This does not mean 

L E S S O N  F O R  W E E K  O F  O C T O B E R  7 ,  2 0 1 8
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we are perfect, that we do not make mistakes, or 
sin; but one’s character does say something about 
our desire to please God. God’s mercy is a gift that 
is granted to all, but we must be careful not to turn 
our hands to sin or participate in a sinful lifestyle as 
if  God does not see and know all that we do. 

Often we are given assignments that startle us 
and cause us to believe that the tasks are impos-
sible for us to do. Yet, we must be grateful that 
God chooses to use us and all that He has given 
to us. Just as God made a covenant with Noah to 
provide for him and his family, He has also made 
us the same promise to take care of  us and all His 
creation. When we are obedient to God and seek to 
please Him by doing His will, He not only provides 
for us; but He will provide for others, also. 

D E V O T I O N A L  R E A D I N G S  —  OCTOBER 8–14, 2018
Monday
Noah’s 

Mandate: Fill 
the Earth

Genesis 
9:1–7

Tuesday
God’s 

Covenant with 
Noah and 
Animals

Genesis 
9:8–17

Wednesday
Families 

and Nations 
Descended 
from Noah

Genesis 9:18–19; 
10:1–4, 6–8, 21–23

Thursday
The Lord 

Scatters the 
People

Genesis 
11:1–9

Friday
Abram, Sarai, 

and Lot in 
Canaan

Genesis 
12:5–9

Saturday
Noah to 

Abraham, 
Faith in Action

Hebrews 
11:4–10

Sunday
God’s Blessings 

from Noah to 
Abraham

Genesis 11:10, 
27, 31–32; 12:1–4

LESSON.POINT DISCUSSION
What does it mean to be just in today’s society?
LIFE.POINT ACTION
We must be careful not to take God for granted and live 
our lives as if God’s grace and mercy is unlimited. Because 
God’s grace is His unmerited favor, and His mercy involves 
not giving us the punishment we justly deserve because of 
our sins, we will never know the extent of God’s grace and 
mercy. It appears that God’s people in Genesis 6 did not care 
about the way they lived their lives before Him. Essentially, 
they were unafraid of God’s wrath. We must understand the 
same God who created Adam and Eve and placed them in 
the Garden of Eden with everything they needed is the same 
One who punished them for their disobedience. Hence, the 
God of love is also the God of justice who fairly delivers 
His wrath.

NOTES
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UNITED AGAINST RACISM
Churches for Change

The time is NOW, as signaled by 
the United Nations’ decade-long 
commitment to people of African 
descent. In proclaiming this decade, the 
international community is recognizing 
that people of African descent represent 
a distinct group whose human rights 
must be promoted and protected. 
Authentic Christianity requires the 
loving inclusion of all God’s creation. 
An inclusive, beloved community is a 
community free from racism. United 
Against Racism is a call to an authentic 
Christianity, a religion that strives to 
become God’s inclusive, beloved 
community. It summons Christians to 
pray, think, and act to end racism. This 
resource aims to support churches, 
communions, and those who endeavor 
to share the journey of the Christian 
faith in the pursuit of an unfinished 
agenda to embody a more excellent 
way of racial equity.
2083 ....................................... $14.95
___________________________________
“A heartwarming and inspiring ensemble of 
voices inviting the Church and our nation to re-
engage America’s sin or racism. The National 
Council of Churches spurs the conscience of 
every American in the quest for a more just and 
equal America.”

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley
General Secretary Emeritus
American Baptist Churches

___________________________________
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