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Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation products! We 
hope that you find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and 
heart of God. May you gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to 
impart to His people. The Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum 
and the National Baptist Congress, provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, 
and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry resources to enhance your biblical and theological 
education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, 
where faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering 
their talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and 
youth are offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for 
churches, choir, evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide 
further instruction for using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and 
success in Memphis, TN! Our theme, “Set Free,” from Luke 4:18, truly embodied the freedom 
that we experience through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the 
National Baptist Congress will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019. All are 
welcome to attend and share in the ministry and mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for 
five generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside cover and back cover are from Congress 2018)



Lesson
Scriptures:

 John 8:31–38, 
48–56, 58–59

Disciplines learneD

 I. PhysIcally Free, but 
slaves to sIn

 II. FaIlure to 
understand Jesus

III. Jesus Is eternal

Lesson 1 October 7, 2018

Freed by the Truth!
Quarterly theme: 

We are Sustained, Guided, and Loved by Christ

KEY VERSE: 
Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which 
believed on him, 
If ye continue in 

my word, then are 
ye my disciples in-
deed; And ye shall 

know the truth, 
and the truth shall 

make you free. 
(John 8:31–32, 

KJV) 

LEARNING SESSION

African Americans have a heritage of  slavery, 
although America was founded on “life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” The 
Constitution declared male slaves of African 
descent to be only three-fifths of a person. All 
women were denied the privilege of citizen-
ship. Despite their bondage, many African 
slaves maintained a high regard of themselves. 
Many, through belief in Jesus Christ, were 
able to endure the hardships and brutality of 
physical slavery because of their spiritual liber-
ation. Spiritual freedom is found only through 
Jesus Christ.

Exposition:
I.  Physically Free, but Slaves to Sin

At the beginning of John 8, Jesus was teach-
ing in the Temple when the Pharisees brought 
a woman in and told Him she was caught in 
the act of adultery. The Pharisees reminded 
Jesus the Law demanded that she should be 
stoned, but Jesus did not answer them directly. 
Instead, He bent down and wrote on the 
ground, this is the only record of Jesus writing 
anything during His earthly ministry. Finally, 
Jesus stood and told them “whoever has not 
sinned may cast the first stone” (John 8:7). He 
was reminding them that all have sinned. The 
accusers left, in order from eldest to youngest, 
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which suggests Jesus was writing 
their sins in the dirt. He did not 
condemn the woman for her sin, 
but He does not condone sin either. 
He sent her away with the admoni-
tion to sin no more.

Jesus announced to the crowd 
He is the Light. The Pharisees did 
not understand the metaphor and 
challenged Jesus’ witness by argu-
ing someone must serve as witness 
to His identity for legal sufficiency. Jesus’ Father is a witness, but 
the Pharisees did not understand Jesus meant God, the heavenly 
Father. Others came to believe in Jesus as the Son of God and real-
ized superficial acceptance of His teachings were insufficient; those 
who desire to be disciples must live by the truth to be free from 
sin. Dissenters argued that sin did not hold them hostage, just as 
people argued with Jesus of not having been held in captivity. They 
conveniently and selectively forgot their forefathers were slaves to 
the Egyptians, Philistines, and Babylonians. They thought because 
they descended from Abraham, they were immune. Our heritage 
and identity does not save us. Jesus said that if they truly belonged 
to Abraham, they would have treated Him differently, respected 
and honored Him. They would have recognized Him for who He 
was, instead they plotted His death in a vain attempt to promote 
their own self-serving agenda.
II. Failure to Understand Jesus

At the mention of eternal life, the Jewish religious leaders balked 
at Jesus. They already had insinuated He was a “half-breed” by 
calling Him a Samaritan, and further insulted Him by saying He 
was demon-possessed. They failed to understand Him because 
pride was blinding them to the truth. Jesus did not pursue His own 
agenda, but sought only to do His Father’s will, trusting He would 
honor and exalt Him instead of seeking His own reward. The 
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Theological Concepts:

1 Physical freedom is not 
worth much if one is 
a slave to sin. Spiritual 
freedom is the key to 
abundant life.

2 All must come to the 
Father through the 
Son, who is the Way, 
Truth, and the Life.

3 The only path to free-
dom from sin is through 
Jesus Christ.
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Temple leaders were so devoted 
to the earthly, temporal reward of 
exalting themselves politically, they 
failed to see they were subjects of 
Roman rule even while boasting 
of freedom to the Messiah’s face, a 
symptom of their spiritual bondage. 
Those who see and welcome this 

truth, like Abraham, are focused on eternity with Christ and are 
glad. In contrast to Abraham, the unbelieving religious leaders did 
not trust Jesus to forgive their sins. They failed to recognize Him 
as the One God sent to bring them into a closer relationship with 
Him. When it came to accepting Jesus as their Lord and Savior they 
balked and concluded He was disrupting their way of life.
III. Jesus Is Eternal

We’ve heard many adages such as, “The truth will stand when 
the world’s on fire,” or “Truth is timeless.” Jesus spoke nothing 
but the truth of His Father, for He is Truth personified. He was 
before all of creation, and He will be forever. For that reason, He 
was able to tell the Jewish leaders He is eternal—that is, He was 
before Abraham and will be after—which means He was, and is, 
superior to all earthly power and authority. By this claim, Jesus 
identified Himself with God. Indeed the Johannine corpus pro-
claims Jesus is God, God in the flesh.

Immediately, Jesus “hid” Himself among the crowd of people. 
This is the only mention in Scripture of Jesus “hiding,” which in 
Greek is krupto, meaning to “conceal, escape notice, or metaphori-
cally, not being made known.” Jesus taught by using parables so 
those who had spiritual eyes and ears would recognize the truth of 
His message. However, those who rejected Him would not have 
the gift to understand His message. Similarly, He hid Himself 
among the people, not because He feared them but to wait for the 
fullness of time. The night before He went to the cross, He went 
to the Garden of Gethsemane, a place He frequented, specifically 
so He would be found by Judas, that He might die to purchase 

Activity:
Making it Stick

Read John 8 again. Also 
read Galatians 4. What 
do the two passages of 
Scripture have in com-
mon? How do they differ? 
What is the lesson we learn 
from these texts? 
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our freedom. Jesus willingly put Himself in harm’s way to eradi-
cate our sin. 

Throughout John 8, Jesus calls on the people to admit they 
have a problem and accept His help. The first step in solving any 
problem is to admit a problem exists; denying the problem does 
not make it go away. Generally, denial only makes matters worse. 
The problem becomes so large, it demands to be dealt with, or 
it becomes so out of control as to be irreparable. Jesus presented 
Himself as the answer to the sin problem, but the Jewish people 
rejected His offer of salvation. Their failure to comprehend His 
importance to salvation leads to their condemnation as a people. 
Jesus pointed out to them their folly and suggested that the truth 
will emerge and when it does come out those who accept it will 
indeed be freed from their ignorance and bondage. 

Jesus does set us free. In Him the fullness of the Godhead exists 
and those who accept His proclamations enter into a personal 
relationship with the Father. Through this Gospel account Jesus 
points out the union He had with 
the Father. To accept One of Them 
is to accept both of Them. The true 
acceptance of God is seen in how 
they treated Jesus. Abraham was glad 
to see Jesus’ day and rejoiced because 
it meant the availability of salvation 
for all people. Yet the Jews rejected 
Jesus and His claimed to have pre-
ceded Abraham. They totally dis-
missed Jesus’ union with God. They 
also dismissed Jesus as an imposter, 
who was less than credible, especially 
in light of His statement denoting 
His eternal pre-existence. 

Yet for those who hearkened 
unto Jesus’ words freedom from sin 
became their eternal reward. They 
are free indeed.

Key Concepts to 
Enhance 

Your Understanding
1. Freedom in Christ 

Jesus, then, is not being 
under the control or in 
the power of Satan.

2. Christ is the way to 
spiritual freedom.

3. Christ is the way to 
God.

Dictionary of Terms:
• Freedom—not under 

the control or in the 
power of another.

• Truth—The word of 
God. It is the honest 
expression of the con-
dition of life.
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UNITED AGAINST RACISM
Churches for Change

The time is NOW, as signaled by 
the United Nations’ decade-long 
commitment to people of African 
descent. In proclaiming this decade, the 
international community is recognizing 
that people of African descent represent 
a distinct group whose human rights 
must be promoted and protected. 
Authentic Christianity requires the 
loving inclusion of all God’s creation. 
An inclusive, beloved community is a 
community free from racism. United 
Against Racism is a call to an authentic 
Christianity, a religion that strives to 
become God’s inclusive, beloved 
community. It summons Christians to 
pray, think, and act to end racism. This 
resource aims to support churches, 
communions, and those who endeavor 
to share the journey of the Christian 
faith in the pursuit of an unfinished 
agenda to embody a more excellent 
way of racial equity.
2083 ....................................... $14.95
___________________________________
“A heartwarming and inspiring ensemble of 
voices inviting the Church and our nation to re-
engage America’s sin or racism. The National 
Council of Churches spurs the conscience of 
every American in the quest for a more just and 
equal America.”

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley
General Secretary Emeritus
American Baptist Churches

___________________________________
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STAY
CONNECTED!

TWO PLATFORMS
ONE MISSION: 

TO FURTHER THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.

@NationalBaptist

@NationalBaptist

@NationalBaptistCongress
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