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Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation products! We 
hope that you find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and 
heart of God. May you gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to 
impart to His people. The Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum 
and the National Baptist Congress, provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, 
and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry resources to enhance your biblical and theological 
education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, 
where faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering 
their talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and 
youth are offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for 
churches, choir, evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide 
further instruction for using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and 
success in Memphis, TN! Our theme, “Set Free,” from Luke 4:18, truly embodied the freedom 
that we experience through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the 
National Baptist Congress will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019. All are 
welcome to attend and share in the ministry and mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for 
five generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 9–14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside cover and back cover are from Congress 2018)
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The TruTh Shall SeT 
You Free
Quarterly theme: 

We are SuStained, Guided, and
loved by ChriSt

LEARNING SESSION

Addictions are often harmful to us, 
especially addiction to the vices of 

this word. The truth of God’s words is the 
antidote to our slaver to sin. Let us explore 
how we can be set free from them.

i. ServantS of Sin

As Jesus taught in the Temple, many 
who heard Him believed in Him. 
Suddenly, however, it seemed as if the 
mood changed. Some were offended by 
Christ’s statement concerning sin and slavery. They claimed to 
be descendants of Abraham and denied ever being in bondage. 
They were descendants of Abraham, but they also knew their 
forebears had been slaves in Egypt and then Babylon. Even 
as they spoke, in fact, the Jews were under Roman rule. Jesus 
didn’t argue, but went straight to the heart of the matter. He said, 
“Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (John 8:34, 
KJV). He let them know He wasn’t talking about their physical 
state, but about something far worse—their spiritual slavery!

Jesus posited that a servant to sin is a slave to sin, which means 

Selected
Scriptures:

John 
8:31–38, 
48–56, 
58–59

OctOber 7, 2018

KEY VERSE: Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (John 8:31–32, KJV) 

LESSON 1



a person is controlled by sin. 
The person repeatedly misses 
the standard set by God and 
transgresses against His com-
mandment. Even the strongest 
and most mature Christians sin, 
but a “servant of sin” is addicted 
to sin! Such a person breaks 
God’s law because the Holy 
Spirit has been denied control 
of their lives. We’ve heard about addictions to drugs, cigarettes, 
sex, gambling, pornography, and food, but all addictions are sin-
ful. Paul knew the addictive power of sin and confessed. “For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is 
good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do” (Rom. 7:18-19, KJV). Recovering 
addicts say the first step toward recovery, healing, and freedom is 
to confess one’s addiction. Today, we can be delivered from our 
addictions if we take the first step and confess to Christ saying, 
“Yes, I am addicted to sin.”

ii. the freeinG PoWer of truth

The Jews were in spiritual bondage. According to Jesus, the 
truth was more than powerful enough to break the yoke of sin. 
Jesus Himself still is the key to spiritual liberty. He is “the way, 
the truth, and the life” (John 14:6, KJV). Christ’s death on the 
cross forever broke sin’s hold on creation, guaranteeing victory 
over sin.

Paul, elaborating on our status as servants of sin in Romans 
6:16, said “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves ser-
vants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of 
sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” Paul was 
discussing the second step in breaking free from an addiction to 
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sin. After confessing our addic-
tion, we must choose whom we 
will serve. Do we want to serve 
sin or righteousness?

Joshua, shortly before his 
death, gathered the children of 
Israel to Shechem and said, 
“Choose you this day whom 
ye will serve; whether the gods 
which your fathers served that 

were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15, KJV). Joshua and Paul chose the 
Lord and righteousness. Who do you choose to serve?

Not only is Jesus, the Truth, able to set us free from sin, so is 
the Word of God. “Thy word is truth,” said Jesus in a conversa-
tion with His Father (John 17:17, KJV). David proclaimed the 
same thing: “Thy word is true from the beginning” (Ps. 119:160, 
KJV). The Word of God is “quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword” (Heb. 4:12). Jesus knew the power 
of the Word of God to keep sin at bay. When He was tempted in 
the wilderness by Satan, His weapon of choice was the Word of 
God. By quoting Scripture, Jesus thwarted and averted every plot 
and trap of the devil! Jesus relied fully on the power of God’s 
Word and came forth as a victor, full of “the power of the Spirit” 
(Luke 4:14, KJV)!

iii. am from above

During Christ’s discourse, He told the people, “You are from 
below, but I am from above. You belong to this world, but I 
don’t” (John 8:23, CEV). Shortly thereafter, Jesus told them, “I 
assure you, most solemnly I tell you, before Abraham was born, 
I AM” (John 8:58, AMP). “I AM” was the name God used to 
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 identify Himself to the Israelites while in Egypt. Many present 
were enraged! How dare this mere man claim to be God, the 
Great I AM! They picked up stones to cast at Jesus, but He with-
drew from their sight, for it was not the time, place, or manner in 
which He was to die.

Jesus, knowing the awful plight of His people, addressed the 
matter openly for the sole purpose of healing them. He didn’t 
do it to embarrass or humiliate them, but rather, to allow them 
the opportunity to break free of sin’s deathly grip. Truth, He told 
them, was the solution to their spiritual bondage. This Truth is the 
Word of God, Jesus Christ.

We must grasp God’s truth about our sin and admit we have 
fallen short of His glory (Romans 3:23, KJV). Therefore, we must 
say to God, “I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is 
ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned…Behold, 
I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts” (Ps. 51:3–6, KJV). 
When we confess and admit our addiction to sin, the door is open 
for another truth to unfold in our lives. John said it this way: “If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:8–9). By confessing and repenting of our addictions, we are 
forgiven and cleansed!

We have to make a choice to serve God. Jesus stands knocking 
at the door of our hearts, hoping we will welcome Him. It is up 
to us to forsake our old way of life and turn completely to God. 
King Solomon said, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and for-
saketh them shall have mercy” 
(Prov. 28:13). God will have 
mercy on us and will free us of 
everything that binds us to His 
love and mercy. 



UNITED AGAINST RACISM
Churches for Change

The time is NOW, as signaled by 
the United Nations’ decade-long 
commitment to people of African 
descent. In proclaiming this decade, the 
international community is recognizing 
that people of African descent represent 
a distinct group whose human rights 
must be promoted and protected. 
Authentic Christianity requires the 
loving inclusion of all God’s creation. 
An inclusive, beloved community is a 
community free from racism. United 
Against Racism is a call to an authentic 
Christianity, a religion that strives to 
become God’s inclusive, beloved 
community. It summons Christians to 
pray, think, and act to end racism. This 
resource aims to support churches, 
communions, and those who endeavor 
to share the journey of the Christian 
faith in the pursuit of an unfinished 
agenda to embody a more excellent 
way of racial equity.
2083 ....................................... $14.95
___________________________________
“A heartwarming and inspiring ensemble of 
voices inviting the Church and our nation to re-
engage America’s sin or racism. The National 
Council of Churches spurs the conscience of 
every American in the quest for a more just and 
equal America.”

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley
General Secretary Emeritus
American Baptist Churches

___________________________________
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