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Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation! We hope that you 
find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and heart of God. May you 
gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to impart to His people. The 
Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum and the National Baptist Congress, 
provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry 
resources to enhance your biblical and theological education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, where 
faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering their 
talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and youth are 
offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for churches, choir, 
evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide further instruction for 
using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and success in 
Memphis, TN! Our theme, Set Free, from Luke 4:18 truly embodied the freedom that we experience 
through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the National Baptist Congress will 
be held in Charlotte, NC June 9-14, 2019. All are welcome to attend and share in the ministry and 
mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for five 
generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, NC June 9-14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside cover and back cover are from Congress 2018)



One of the main reasons God created humankind was for Him to have 
fellowship with them, and for them to have fellowship with one another. 
Though sin occurred prior to the point in today’s passage, the sin in the 
days of Noah proved to be a time begging for God’s intervention in a dra-
matic way. The earth had increased in population, and people had learned 
many things since the days of Adam and Eve. They built cities, herded 
livestock, delved into the arts by playing instruments, and even worked 
with metals (see Gen. 4:17–22). 

But humankind had also grown in their capacity for wickedness, evil, and cor-
ruption. People became so depraved in Noah’s day that they had forgotten God 
and, most certainly, had forgotten God’s desires for all of creation. Imaginations, 
heart-intentions, and thoughts were consumed with evil—and continually so (see 
Gen. 6:5)! This grieved God (see Gen. 6:6). “So the Lord said, ‘I will wipe from 
the face of the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, 
the birds and the creatures that move along the ground…’” (Gen. 6:7, NIV). 

Noah, however, found favor with God. Noah, in comparison to those around 
him, served God when no one else would. Because of his faithfulness, God used 
Noah to save the world from total destruction. In today’s lesson, we will be 
reminded of the faithfulness of God to humankind and of Noah’s obedience to 
God’s plans for saving creation—an obedience that was present despite the chal-
lenges it entailed.
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Resources: New National Baptist Hymnal 21st Century Edition,  
God’s Promises Bible, Boyd’s Commentary for the Sunday School

Bible Study for Week of October 7, 2018 Lesson 1

FAITHFUL FOLLOWING
BACKGROUND PASSAGE: GENESIS 6; 8:19 PRINT PASSAGE: GENESIS 6:9–22

Discuss how difficult it might have been for Noah to obey God when 
everyone else around Noah had forsaken God? ___________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Think About It
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KEY VERSE:  Thus did Noah; according to all that God  
commanded him, so did he. Genesis 6:22, KJV



Unlike the other people in his day, Noah was described as “blameless” 
(see v. 9), a term often used to describe sacrificial animals (see, for exam-
ple: Exodus 12:5). The use of this term did not suggest that Noah was 
perfect and free from sin, but that Noah lived with integrity (see Psalm 
15:2–5), and lived a life that was honest before God. To be “blameless in 
his generation” meant Noah was blameless relative to the wicked society 
around him: not perfect, but the best available candidate as an example 
of following after God’s righteousness. That Noah “walked with God” 
(Gen. 6:9) suggested an especially close relationship prior to this point of 

Noah’s obedience. 
In fact, Noah was one of the only two patriarchs—the other being Enoch—

who had this distinction, “walked with God” (see Gen. 5:24 for Enoch’s refer-
ence to walking with God) (K. A. Mathews, Genesis 1–11:26 Vol. 1A [Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996], 358). Noah had three sons. At 
this point, we are unaware of which of Noah’s sons will carry on his faithfulness 
to God. But the mention of their names entailed both the privilege and necessity 
of lineage. Together with their wives, Shem, Ham, and Japheth would help to 
repopulate the earth.

The biblical writer’s statement of Noah’s God-driven attributes (being righ-
teous and blameless in his generation) and choice as the one whom God desired 
to use in saving all of creation, alone, gives us evidence of Noah’s close relation-
ship with God. However, what also illustrates this relationship is the dialogue 
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 NOAH was a just man and perfect in 
his generations, and Noah walked with 
God.
 10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.
 11 The earth also was corrupt before 
God, and the earth was filled with vio-
lence.
 12 And God looked upon the earth, 
and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh 
had corrupted his way upon the earth.
 13 And God said unto Noah, The end 
of all flesh is come before me; for the 
earth is filled with violence through 
them; and, behold, I will destroy them 
with the earth.

NOAH was a righteous man, blameless 
in his generation; Noah walked with 
God. 
 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth.
 11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s 
sight, and the earth was filled with 
 violence. 
 12 And God saw that the earth was 
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its 
ways upon the earth. 
 13 And God said to Noah, “I have 
determined to make an end of all flesh, 
for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them; now I am going to 
destroy them along with the earth.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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I. Noah and the World (Genesis 6:9–13)
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NOTES: between God and Noah. Verse 13 begins with, “And God 
said to Noah…” (NIV). God speaking to Noah meant Noah 
could hear and, subsequently, would respond. Dialogue is 
significant. It implies intimacy. God always has someone He 
can count on to work with Him to deliver His people from 
the destruction of sin. 

The people used by God to deliver His people were people 
of integrity that had an intimate relationship with Him. They 
were people whom God could trust to get the job done. God 
used Esther to save His people from annihilation; He used 
Joseph to protect His people during a famine; and He used 
Jesus, His only Son, to save the world from sin. When people 
separate themselves from the God of light, they begin to walk 
in darkness. Noah lived in dark times, but he continued to 
walk in the light of God’s presence. God said to Noah, “the 
end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with 
violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with 
the earth” (v. 13). 

Of all the people on earth, only Noah followed and believed 
in God. This belief in God resulted in Noah and his family 
being saved from destruction, but also, for Noah, resulted in 
his ultimate salvation. Hebrews 11 reminds us that: “By faith 
Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved 
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world, and became the heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith” (Heb. 11:7, KJV). 

Because of his belief, God took Noah’s faith and counted 
it as righteousness. “He became entitled to that justification 
which is by faith; and his temporal deliverance was a pledge 
of the salvation of his soul” (Adam Clarke, Commentary on 
Hebrews 11:7 in The Adam Clarke Commentary, www.study-
light.org/commentaries/acc/hebrews-11.html. 1832).

God also reveals His intimate relationship with Noah by 
sharing with him what He was about to do with human-
ity. He would destroy them, but yet not all of them. Noah 
and his family would be spared from destruction. We might 
call this act of God a combination of both grace and mercy. 
Though blameless, Noah was not perfect. Yet the grace and 
mercy of God delivered him and his family from the destruc-
tion that God promised would come upon the remainder of 
humanity. Noah’s obedience meant something to God.
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RIGHTEOUS  
(v. 6:9)

Hebrew:  
tsaddiq 

[Sa-dēēk]:
Just, lawful, 

 righteous. 
Noah was 

a righteous 
man, which 

means he 
was justified 
before God.
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 14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; 
rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 
shalt pitch it within and without with 
pitch.
 15 And this is the fashion which thou 
shalt make it of: The length of the 
ark shall be three hundred cubits, the 
breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height 
of it thirty cubits.
 16 A window shalt thou make to the 
ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it 
above; and the door of the ark shalt 
thou set in the side thereof; with lower, 
second, and third stories shalt thou 
make it.
 17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring 
a flood of waters upon the earth, to 
destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath 
of life, from under heaven; and every 
thing that is in the earth shall die.
 18 But with thee will I establish my 
covenant; and thou shalt come into 
the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy 
wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee.
 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, 
two of every sort shalt thou bring into 
the ark, to keep them alive with thee; 
they shall be male and female.
 20 Of fowls after their kind, and of 
cattle after their kind, of every creep-
ing thing of the earth after his kind, 
two of every sort shall come unto thee, 
to keep them alive.

 21 And take thou unto thee of all food 
that is eaten, and thou shalt gather 
it to thee; and it shall be for food for 
thee, and for them.

 14 Make yourself an ark of cypress 
wood; make rooms in the ark, and 
cover it inside and out with pitch. 

 15 This is how you are to make it: the 
length of the ark three hundred cubits, 
its width fifty cubits, and its height 
thirty cubits. 

 16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it 
to a cubit above; and put the door of 
the ark in its side; make it with lower, 
second, and third decks. 

 17 For my part, I am going to bring a 
flood of waters on the earth, to destroy 
from under heaven all flesh in which is 
the breath of life; everything that is on 
the earth shall die. 
 18 But I will establish my covenant 
with you; and you shall come into the 
ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your 
sons’ wives with you. 
 19 And of every living thing, of all 
flesh, you shall bring two of every kind 
into the ark, to keep them alive with 
you; they shall be male and female. 
 20 Of the birds according to their 
kinds, and of the animals according to 
their kinds, of every creeping thing of 
the ground according to its kind, two 
of every kind shall come in to you, to 
keep them alive. 
 21 Also take with you every kind of 
food that is eaten, and store it up; and 
it shall serve as food for you and for 
them.” 

King James Version New Revised Standard Version

II. Noah and God’s Instructions (Genesis 6:14–22) 
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 22 Thus did Noah; according to all 
that God commanded him, so did he.

 22 Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version

God revealed to Noah that he was going to bring judgment upon the earth 
because it was filled with violence and destroy it with water. In preparation to 
save His servant Noah and his family, God commanded Noah to make an ark. 
“Make” is the same verb used in the Genesis 1 creation story (“In the begin-
ning, God created…”). Here, it is used more in the case of building, instead of 
creation as we know it from Genesis. However, we recognize semblances of its 
use—considering Noah was building something that would be the first of its 
kind, was preparing for something the people had not yet experienced (rain), 
and was preparing to be the “first” of a new creation.

In Hebrew, Noah’s ark is described with the same word, tebah (tea-bah), that 
is used for the basket in which Moses’ mother hid her baby in the reeds of the 
Nile. However, a different term is used to describe the Ark of the Covenant in 
the original Hebrew language, though translated as “ark” in English. Noah was 
given a detailed set of eleven instructions, broken into two parts. The first set of 
instructions—containing eight—are set in verses 14-16. This consisted of Noah 
being commanded to (1) build an ark using gopher wood; (2) make the ark with 
separate rooms and make sure to waterproof both inside and out with pitch; 
(3) build it the size of one and one half football fields (three hundred cubits); 
(4) make its width/volume able to hold the capacity of 569 railroad boxcars or 
125,000 sheep, and its height as tall as a four story apartment building (75 feet 
by 45 feet, respectively); (5) make a roof with a window and (6) finish the win-
dow a foot and a half below the roof of the ark; (7) make a door on the side of 
the ark; and, (8) make three floors. 

Before giving Noah his next set of instructions, God told Noah what His part 
would be. God’s part was that of a covenant (contract or promise) to Noah. 
This contract was present and future-forward in establishing God’s ongoing 
faithfulness to him by remembering Noah and promising him that He would 
never flood the earth again, and blessing Noah and his family with the capacity 
for increase. This meant Noah and his family would both survive and be saved. 
(See Gen. 8:20–9:17 for the actual details of the covenant between God and 
Noah.) In the second set of instructions—the final three, in verses 18-21—God 
commands Noah to (1) take his wife and his sons and their wives along with 
him onto the ark; (2) bring into the ark the designated living creatures; and, (3) 
gather enough food for himself, his family, and the animals.

Why was it necessary for Noah to follow  
God’s instructions in building the ark?



Devotional Readings for October 8–14, 2018
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R Noah’s 
Mandate: Fill 

the Earth

Genesis  
9:1–7

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
God’s 

Covenant 
with Noah 

and Animals
Genesis  
9:8–17

Families and Nations 
Descended from 

Noah
Genesis  

9:18–19; 10:1–4, 
6–8, 21–23

The Lord 
Scatters the 

People

Genesis  
11:1–9

Abram, Sarai, 
and Lot in 

Canaan

Genesis  
12:5–9

Noah to 
Abraham, 

Faith in Action

Hebrews  
11:4–10

God’s Blessings 
from Noah to 

Abraham

Genesis 11:10, 
27, 31–32; 12:1–4

NOTES:Application & Review
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Faithfulness is a needed quality of life, but it is not 
always easy to achieve. In fact, it can be downright 
difficult! However, difficult does not equate to impos-
sible. Noah’s story is one of the many ones we have to 
remind us of the capacity for faithfulness in difficult 
situations. Noah remained faithful to what God asked 
him to do regardless of the opposing circumstances 
and consequences. The hallmark of Noah’s faithful-
ness, however, was Noah’s intimacy—close walk—
with God.

Sh
ar

e 
It

 •
 L

iv
e 

It
 •

 H
ea

r 
It

“Just a closer walk with Thee;  
Grant it, Jesus, if you please, Daily walking  

close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.”
Listen to the relevant message of this week’s les-

son through NNBH #309: “Just a Closer Walk with 
Thee.” Sing it communally, read the lyrics personally, 
or search for an online recording to listen to during 
devotions.

Sin is universal and has negative effects on society. 
Conversely, righteousness is universal, but has positive 
effects on society. Noah’s life of righteousness com-
pelled his family to follow his footprints. Like Noah, 
we must believe God’s promise, trust His Word, and 
follow Him closely in order to be used by Him when-
ever the need arises. 

What does it mean to walk with God? Read Micah 
6:8 and make a modern list of examples of what 
this passage looks like in daily life. Use the hashtag 
#ACloserWalkWithJesus.



UNITED AGAINST RACISM
Churches for Change
The time is NOW, as signaled by 
the United Nations’ decade-long 
commitment to people of African 
descent. In proclaiming this decade, the 
international community is recognizing 
that people of African descent represent 
a distinct group whose human rights 
must be promoted and protected. 
Authentic Christianity requires the 
loving inclusion of all God’s creation. 
An inclusive, beloved community is a 
community free from racism. United 
Against Racism is a call to an authentic 
Christianity, a religion that strives to 
become God’s inclusive, beloved 
community. It summons Christians to 
pray, think, and act to end racism. This 
resource aims to support churches, 
communions, and those who endeavor 
to share the journey of the Christian 
faith in the pursuit of an unfinished 
agenda to embody a more excellent 
way of racial equity.
2083 .................................... $14.95
___________________________________
“A heartwarming and inspiring ensemble of 
voices inviting the Church and our nation to re-
engage America’s sin or racism. The National 
Council of Churches spurs the conscience of 
every American in the quest for a more just and 
equal America.”

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley
General Secretary Emeritus
American Baptist Churches

___________________________________
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