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Youth Teacher
• This quarterly is the instructional  
     manual for Teen Scene and Seekers  
     for Jesus youth quarterlies.
•  It includes suggestions for effective  
     teaching. 
• It also includes a lesson plan for  
     each age group.
• Activity pages can be used in 
     conjunction with lesson plans.
•  Scripture passages are also broken  
   up into related sections for easy  
     analysis.

Teen Scene
• This quarterly features a word 
  check for greater understanding 
 and establishing and expanding  
 students’ vocabulary of biblical  
     terms. 
•  It is more picturesque and colorful. 
•  It also includes a dissect and digest  
     section that explains the meaning  
     of Bible passages. 
•  Includes a contemporary story that  
     brings home the major point of the  
     lesson story.

Seekers for Jesus
• This quarterly is a clean and clear presentation of  
      God’s Word. 
•    It includes a contemporary lesson story (called “Consider  
     This”) that ties in the point of the lesson. 
•   It has a relevant summation of the lesson.
• Relevant questions throughout the book challenge  
       students and offer opportunities to engage students.
•  A “Last Thought” section is included to encourage  
     students to think about how they can apply the biblical  
      passage to their lives. 



Lesson 1 for Week of July 1, 2018

IS YOUR HEART IN IT?
Background Passage: Matthew 18:21–35 Lesson Passage: Matthew 18:21–35

UNIFYING TOPIC:
Parables of the Unforgiving Servant

LESSON SECTIONS 
 I.  How Many Times Should I Forgive? (Matthew 18:21–22)
 II. The Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:23–35)

KEY VERSE
“Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?”  
(Matthew 18:33, KJV)

BIBLICAL EMPHASES
1.  This parable is part of a large group of sayings taught by Jesus about caring for our 

 relationships.
2.  Forgiveness is essential for resolving conflicts between individuals and the church as a 

whole.
3.   We should resist the temptation to seek revenge with those who have hurt us.

UNIFYING PRINCIPLE
People desire forgiveness even though they refuse to forgive. What are consequences of an 
unforgiving heart? The parable of the unforgiving servant teaches us to forgive as we have 
been forgiven..

LESSON EMPHASES
 •  To help youth learn that God grants us mercy and wants us to do the same for others.
 •   To teach youth to explore forgiveness and the process it takes to truly forgive from the 

heart. 

Materials Needed to Teach
For further reference, see today’s lesson from Boyd’s Commentary, New National 

Baptist Hymnal, 21st Century Edition, #442 (NNBH #422), and God’s Promises Bible.

Need more teacher helps? 
Visit http://www.rhboyd.com.

Consider Your Students
SEEKERS FOR JESUS: Younger teens should learn how Jesus forgave us of our sins and 
how He wants us to forgive.
TEEN SCENE: Older teens should consider the depth of Jesus’ forgiveness. 
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SEEKERS FOR JESUS

TEEN SCENE

STEP 1 — Begin class with prayer. Before class, prepare to play the opening game: Head Square, 
9-Square. You will need a ball and masking tape for each group playing the game. Using masking 
tape, make one large square that contains nine small, equal squares. Here are the official rules to play 
the game: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9-Square. For this game players use nine squares and use their 
head instead of hands to hit the ball. The nine squares should each be 4–5 feet high and wide. 

STEP 2: Intro Activity — After playing the game ask the students if it was easy or hard to use 
their head instead of hands when playing the game? Some might think it felt awkward and unnatural 
to use their head. Explain that today’s lesson is about forgiveness, and sometimes forgiveness doesn’t 
come natural to us. We have to work at it. But the more we forgive, the more natural it will become. 

STEP 3: Today’s Word — Ask for a volunteer to read the print passage for today. Ask the 
students to explain how it feels to show forgiveness to their classmates or anyone. When they think 
about how someone has offended them, how do they respond? When people do something wrong to 
you, you have three choices for how to respond. One, you could ignore what they said or did. Two, 
you could try to get revenge. Three, you could forgive. How could the servant have treated the person 
who owed him differently? What was so significant about this parable?

STEP 4: Consider This — Ask for a volunteer to read and discuss the Consider This section 
found in the student books. Explore together how the story relates to today’s lesson.

STEP 5: Last Thoughts — Ask for a volunteer to read the Last Thoughts section. Ask if there 
are any questions on how any of them can forgive someone. Talk about a situation of when you had 
to forgive someone and how you were able to overcome those feelings. Close in prayer. 

Suggestions for Effective Teaching...

STEP 1: — Begin class with prayer. Bring to class enough paper and writing utensils. Begin class 
with prayer. Ask for two volunteers to stand up and perform a skit for the other teens to visualize the 
proper steps to forgive. 

STEP 2: Intro Activity — Have the teens write a brief description of a conflict they have expe-
rienced on a piece of paper. Put the paper in a hat /jar for one of the actors to pull out. From there, 
the actors can create the scene for the other teens to watch. Afterward, let the teens dissect the scene 
and come up with a possible solution. Make them raise their hands to give a suggestion and provide 
a reward for a nonviolent and plausible solutions.

STEP 3: Dissect and Digest — This lesson is about forgiveness. Peter asked Jesus how many 
times should he forgive his brother who sins against him and Jesus answers seventy times seven times. 
The point is that no matter how many times someone has wronged us we need to forgive. Ask stu-
dents, why they feel forgiveness is so important to Jesus’ teachings. Does Jesus want us to constantly 
be treated badly by the same person? What does He want us to learn from this? Christ offers his for-
giveness to us over and over and that forgiveness never runs out, no matter how bad our sin is. God 
wants us to continue forgiving people as He forgives us. Forgiving others isn’t always easy, but there 
is a strict message for us if we don’t have mercy on others 

STEP 4: Heart of the Matter — Ask for a volunteer to read and discuss the Heart of the 
Matter section found in the student books. Discuss how the story could be relatable to a situation in 
their lives.

STEP 5: Closing — Ask if there are any questions or prayer requests. Close in prayer.
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CREATE INTEREST: Ask the students if they are holding any grudges toward anyone. How 
can they move forward towards forgiveness?

— Lesson Overview —
Introduction

Of all the world’s religions, only Christianity offers complete forgiveness. Only the 
Bible reveals to us an infinite, personal God who has a plan by which He completely 
forgives the sins of everyone who repents and believes in Jesus Christ. And this God 
not only forgives sins, but He forgives them forever.

I.  How Many Times Should I Forgive? 
(Matthew 18:21–22)

Forgiveness is a key biblical concept in relation to our salvation. It is also key in 
its application in a Christian’s life. Jesus taught on this subject in Matthew 18:21-35, 
after talking about the importance of humility. In Matthew 18:1, the question was 
asked: “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” (NRSV). And Jesus answered, 
“Whomever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” 
(v. 4, NRSV). In other words, the greatest has the most humility. This is echoed in Mark 
10:43-44: “Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all” (NRSV). In order for us to 
achieve this greatness we have to first be humble. One of the next principles Jesus 
teaches us is that we have to forgive. 

After listening to Jesus’ teaching on humility and forgiveness, Peter asked, “Lord, if 
another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 
seven times? (Matt. 18:21, NRSV) Peter thought seven times would be very generous. 
Jewish teaching stated that a man must forgive three times. The rule was that if a man 
committed an offense once, twice or even three times, you must forgive him, but by 
the fourth time you did not have to forgive him. Peter understood this idea, and being 
very generous, he doubled it and added one more time for good measure. So he asked 
Jesus what he thought: “As many as seven times?” He might have expected to be com-
mended for his gracious attitude. Jesus’ answer surprised Peter. Peter’s problem was 
that he was still thinking in terms of justice and legality. Jesus’ reply was not based on 
justice and law, but based on grace and mercy. Jesus answered, “’Not seven times, but, 
I tell you, seventy-seven times”’ (Matt. 18:22, NRSV) Jesus meant there was no limit to 
the times His followers should forgive. If a sinner is saved by Christ and transformed by 
His Word, he or she now must forgive his brothers and sisters without limit. So Jesus 
told Peter that even seven times was not generous enough. 

• • • Matthew 18:21–22 • • •
THEN came Peter to him, and said, Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times?

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto 
thee, Until seven times: but, Until sev-
enty times seven.

• • • Matthew 18:21–22 • • •
THEN Peter came and said to him, “Lord, 
if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? 
As many as seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times”.

KJV NRSV
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What if you are the one who offended someone? In Matthew 5:23–24, Christ taught 
that “if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift” (NRSV). If you come to wor-
ship and remember that you wronged your brother or sister, the instruction given is not 
to begin worship, but to go and forgive your brother or sister. God wants us to forgive 
immediately before we go to worship Him. 

II.  The Unforgiving Servant  
(Matthew 18:23–35)
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• • • Matthew 18:23–35 • • •
23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven 
likened unto a certain king, which would 
take account of his servants.
24 And when he had begun to reckon, 
one was brought unto him, which owed 
him ten thousand talents.
25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold, and 
his wife, and children, and all that he 
had, and payment to be made.
26 The servant therefore fell down, and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee all.
27 Then the lord of that servant was 
moved with compassion, and loosed 
him, and forgave him the debt.

28 But the same servant went out, and 
found one of his fellowservants, which 
owed him an hundred pence: and he 
laid hands on him, and took him by the 
throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.
29 And his fellowservant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, saying, Have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee all.
30 And he would not: but went and cast 
him into prison, till he should pay the 
debt.
31 So when his fellowservants saw what 
was done, they were very sorry, and 
came and told unto their lord all that 
was done.
32 Then his lord, after that he had called 
him, said unto him, O thou wicked ser-
vant, I forgave thee all that debt, because 
thou desiredst me:
33 Shouldest not thou also have had 
compassion on thy fellowservant, even 
as I had pity on thee?

• • • Matthew 18:23–35 • • •
23 “For this reason the kingdom of heav-
en may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
24 When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand ta lents 
was brought to him; 
25 and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his posses-
sions, and payment to be made. 
26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 
27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him 
the debt. 

28 But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 
29 Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 
30 But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay 
the debt.
31 When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord 
all that had taken place.
32 Then his lord summoned him and 
said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. 
33 Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 

KJV NRSV
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CREATE INTEREST: Think of times you have desired forgiveness and were forgiven. How did 
it make you feel?

In order to drive home His teaching about 
unlimited forgiveness, Jesus told a parable to His 
disciples. There was a king, representing the King 
of heaven, to whom people owed money. A man 
who owed 10,000 talents was brought before the 
king. The words used to describe this debt illus-
trated its enormity. Ten thousand was the highest 
number in daily use, and the talent was the highest 
unit of money. Although Jesus did not mention this 
in the parable, we can assume that the talents were 
made of gold. This man’s debt was infinite, and he 
was absolutely incapable of paying it. In the same 
way, the debt we owe God is of infinite proportion. 
In today’s time, this would be compared to billions 
of dollars owed. 

This man could not pay, and the great king com-
manded that the servant, his wife, his children, and 
all he owned be sold to cover the debt. The man 
fell down before the king. “‘Be patient with me,’ 
he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything’” (Matt. 
18:26, NRSV). Of course, he could not do that. It 
was impossible, and the king knew it. We are told, 
though, that the king was moved with compassion 
to free the man and forgive him all his debt. The 
man was forgiven! He owed absolutely nothing. 
Through the king’s great mercy alone, he was for-
given his great debt! 

But in Matthew 18:28, we see the forgiven man 
looking for a fellow servant who owed him 100 
denarii, which would today equal about $4,000 
(Boice, Parables of Jesus, p. 183). Compared to 
his own debt, 100 denarii was nothing! When he 
found the man, he grabbed him, choked him, and 
demanded his money. The fellow servant also fell 

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered 
him to the tormentors, till he should pay 
all that was due unto him.
35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father 
do also unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses.

34 And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay 
his entire debt. 
35 So my heavenly Father will also do 
to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.”

KJV NRSV

NOTES



HOME DAILY DEVOTIONAL READINGS
July 2–8, 2018

Tuesday

Jesus Fulfills 
the Law and 

Prophets

Matthew  
5:17–20 

Wednesday

Craving 
Attention 

While Cheating 
Widows
Luke  

20:45–47

Thursday

Doing Is More 
Important 

Than Speaking

Matthew  
23:5–12 

Friday

Keeping People 
Away from the 

Kingdom

Matthew  
23:13–15 

saTurday

Blind Guides 
Confuse 

Meaning of 
Oaths

Matthew  
23:16–22 

sunday

Jesus Critical 
of Scribes  

and Pharisees
Matthew  
23:1–4,  
23–26

Monday

Visual 
Reminder 

of the 
Commandments

Numbers  
15:37–41

NOTES

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: Meditate and begin the process of forgiving those who have 
harmed them or done them wrong. Teach them that God requires our forgiveness.
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down and begged for patience. But the forgiven 
man was not compassionate. not His heart had not 
been changed in any way by his master’s mercy 
toward him. Even though the debt was compara-
tively insignificant, the forgiven man showed no 
mercy and threw the man into prison until the debt 
could be paid.

The great king was told about this man’s cruel 
behavior. Then the master called the servant in. 
‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that 
debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t 
you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as 
I had on you?’” The master dealt with the unforgiv-
ing man according to law instead of mercy. “And 
in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he would pay his entire debt.” That represents 
eternal hell. Jesus made this striking declaration: 
‘“So my heavenly Father will also do every one of 
you if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart”’ (Matt. 18:32-35, NRSV) In effect, Jesus 
answered Peter’s question: “You have received 
unlimited mercy from God through me; therefore, 
you must demonstrate unyielding mercy.”

Conclusion 
Youth will understand that reconciliation is 

important because it is the way of God. God looks 
out for us. He treats us with unyielding love, kind-
ness, favor, and care even though we do not deserve 
it. He even sent His only Son to atone for our sins. 
Essentially the Lord God did for believers what we 
could not do for ourselves. The least we can do is 
forgive one another. 
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BOYD’S COMMENTARY FOR 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 2018–2019
Boyd’s Commentary is a scholarly work that equips 
the teacher and edifies the student, enabling 
both to increase their knowledge of the Word 
of God. Its very special design allows the user to  
quickly grasp the volume of information  
contained within. Its verse-by-verse format provides 
the best approach to preparation, presentation,  
and implementation of biblical principles. The 
information is doctrinally accurate. It is inductive 
in approach and international in appeal. Its purpose  
is to reveal the will of God as one studies the 
Word of God so that the reader might do the 
work of God (Commentary Study Notes and 
bookmark free with Commentary purchase).
0210–1819 (mg) ............................................... $22.99

BOYD’S STUDY NOTES
The Commentary Study Notes are designed to 
be used as a companion to the 2018–2019 Boyd’s 
Commentary (FREE with purchase of Boyd’s 
Commentary). The Commentary Study Notes are 
now also sold separately. 
0210ST–1819 (mg) ............................................. $2.99
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