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Youth Teacher
• This quarterly is the instructional  
     manual for Teen Scene and Seekers  
     for Jesus youth quarterlies.
•  It includes suggestions for effective  
     teaching. 
• It also includes a lesson plan for  
     each age group.
• Activity pages can be used in 
     conjunction with lesson plans.
•  Scripture passages are also broken  
   up into related sections for easy  
     analysis.

Teen Scene
• This quarterly features a word 
  check for greater understanding 
 and establishing and expanding  
 students’ vocabulary of biblical  
     terms. 
•  It is more picturesque and colorful. 
•  It also includes a dissect and digest  
     section that explains the meaning  
     of Bible passages. 
•  Includes a contemporary story that  
     brings home the major point of the  
     lesson story.

Seekers for Jesus
• This quarterly is a clean and clear presentation of  
      God’s Word. 
•    It includes a contemporary lesson story (called “Consider  
     This”) that ties in the point of the lesson. 
•   It has a relevant summation of the lesson.
• Relevant questions throughout the book challenge  
       students and offer opportunities to engage students.
•  A “Last Thought” section is included to encourage  
     students to think about how they can apply the biblical  
      passage to their lives. 



Is Your Heart 
in It?

Lesson 
1

07/01/18

Matthew 18:21–28, 32-33
Background Scripture:

Matthew 18:21–35

THEN came Peter to him, and said, Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? till seven times?
 22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto 
thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy 
times seven.
23  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven 
likened unto a certain king, which would 
take account of his servants.
24  And when he had begun to reckon, 
one was brought unto him, which owed 
him ten thousand talents.
25  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold, and 
his wife, and children, and all that he had, 
and payment to be made.
26  The servant therefore fell down, and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, have pa-
tience with me, and I will pay thee all.
27  Then the lord of that servant was 
moved with compassion, and loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt.
28  But the same servant went out, and 
found one of his fellowservants, which 
owed him an hundred pence: and he laid 
hands on him, and took him by the throat, 
saying, Pay me that thou owest.

• • • • • •
32  Then his lord, after that he had called 
him, said unto him, O thou wicked  servant, 

THEN Peter came and said to him, “Lord, 
if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? 
As many as seven times?”
 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
 23 “For this reason the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
 24 When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; 
 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord or-
dered him to be sold, together with his 
wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. 
 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 
 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the 
debt. 
 28 But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 

• • • • • •
 32 Then his lord summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 
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“Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?” (Matthew 18:33, NRSV )Key Verse:
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I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 
desiredst me:
33  Shouldest not thou also have had com-
passion on thy fellowservant, even as I had 
pity on thee?

that debt because you pleaded with me. 

 33 Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 

Today’s Word

God’s Word Daily
July 2 M Numbers 15:37–41  Visual Reminder of the Commandments
July 3 T Matthew 5:17–20 Jesus Fulfills the Law and Prophets
July 4 W Luke 20:45–47  Craving Attention While Cheating  Widows
July 5  T Matthew 23:5–12  Doing Is More Important Than Speaking
July 6 F  Matthew 23:13–15 Keeping People Away from the  Kingdom
July 7 S Matthew 23:16–22 Blind Guides Confuse Meaning of Oaths
July 8 S Matthew 23:1–4,  Jesus Critical of Scribes and Pharisees
  23–26

Forgiving those who do wrong to us can be one of the most difficult things to 
do. It is our natural reaction to want to retaliate and hurt those who have done 
harm to us. However, there seems to be a common theme in the Bible that tells 
us that, as Christians, we are supposed to go against the natural things we 
want to do. Forgiveness is no exception to that. This was something that even 
the first disciples struggled with. 

Jesus always had an answer to the things the disciples struggled with and 
the questions that they had. One of His favorite ways to teach was through sto-
ries called parables. Jesus used a parable to teach one of His  disciples about 
how His followers should have a heart that is open to forgive others, according 
to God’s will.

I. How Many Times? (Matthew 18:21–22)
Jesus wants us to realize that our whole purpose in life is to know Him and 

to make Him known to others. That’s it. But there are many ways to make Him 
known. One of the most effective ways that we can show God’s love to  others 
is through forgiveness.

The Apostle Peter asked Jesus how many times we should forgive others 
when they have done wrong to us. Peter thought he was being generous by 
suggesting he forgive up to seven times, but Jesus’ response points to how 
genuine forgiveness comes from the heart. When Jesus responded “seventy 
times seven,” He means that we should not keep score of how many times we 
forgive someone. During Jesus’ time, rabbis would teach that a person should 
forgive a sin three times, so Peter thought he was being quite generous when 
he suggested forgiving someone as many as seven times. 

Whereas Peter was looking for a specific number, Jesus wanted Peter to re-
alize that if he were to keep count of how many times he had 
forgiven someone, he would be trying to keep a rule rather 
than letting forgiveness come from his heart. 

First Corinthians 13:5 says that love is not resentful, 
and Jesus calls us to love all people. This may sound 
easy, but when it comes time to put it into action, it 



can feel  impossible. If someone makes fun of us at school or picks on us or 
bullies us, Jesus calls us to forgive that person. This doesn’t mean that we are 
supposed to let people constantly belittle us or hurt us. But it does mean that 
we are not to respond with the same kind of anger or meanness. Our response 
should be rooted in love and forgiveness. More often than not, those who hurt 
us are doing it because they themselves are hurting inside. The loving response 
would be to find the root of the problem and try to help. 
II.  The Unforgiving, Forgiven Servant  

(Matthew 18:23–35) 
After Jesus answered Peter’s question, He told a parable to help Peter to 

see God’s way and understand why God wants us to forgive others, even if 
they have never asked for it. He told a story about a servant who owed a great 
debt to a king. When the time came for the debt to be paid, the servant had no 
money to repay. 

During the time when Jesus lived, that meant the servant would lose every-
thing that he had. The servant pleaded for more time to pay back the debt. The 
king showed  forgiveness and freed the servant from the debt altogether. He 
walked away debt free! But that same servant was owed money from a fellow 
servant. When the time came for that debt to be settled, the servant who had 
been forgiven by the king did not show forgiveness to his fellow servant and 
had the man thrown in jail. When word of this got back to the king, he became 
very angry and had the servant he had forgiven tortured until he could pay back 
the debt he originally owed. 

Jesus wanted to show that we should forgive others because we have been 
forgiven. He paid for all of our sins so that we can know Him in heaven, but we 
must have His Spirit and forgive others. If we are unforgiving to others, espe-
cially to those who aren’t Christians, then we are not showing the virtues that 
the Lord wants us to have. Christ wants us to be a witness for Him.  Remember 
that our main  priorities on earth are to know God, to obey Him, and to make 
Him known. By forgiving  others, we are showing God’s love and opening up 
new  opportunities to share Jesus with them.

God’s Word Daily
July 2 M Numbers 15:37–41  Visual Reminder of the Commandments
July 3 T Matthew 5:17–20 Jesus Fulfills the Law and Prophets
July 4 W Luke 20:45–47  Craving Attention While Cheating  Widows
July 5  T Matthew 23:5–12  Doing Is More Important Than Speaking
July 6 F  Matthew 23:13–15 Keeping People Away from the  Kingdom
July 7 S Matthew 23:16–22 Blind Guides Confuse Meaning of Oaths
July 8 S Matthew 23:1–4,  Jesus Critical of Scribes and Pharisees
  23–26
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“Jaylen, hold up! You good? Dom just pushed you 
into that locker!” Booker said.

“Yeah, I’m all right. Didn’t hurt too bad,” Jaylen said. 
“He did it a couple of weeks ago too. Why do you 

let him do that stuff to you?” Booker asked. 
“Because, Dom and I are actually friends behind 

the scenes. He just started going to my church, and 
we hang out together there. I’ve talked to him about it before, and he’s been 
trying not to let stuff get him all worked up like that. And he always says he is 
sorry at church.”

“And you just forgive him?” 
“Yeah, I do, because I know he’s trying to find God and is dealing with a lot 

of stuff at home. I can suck it up and talk to him about it later because I know 
what kind of a guy he really is. At school, he acts tough, but even just last 
week he was crying, telling me how his parents are about to lose their house 
because they can’t find work. I’m trying to be a patient friend and help him 
work through it. As long as I can keep him coming back to church, it will be 
worth forgiving him,” Jaylen said. 

“Dang, Jaylen, you’re crazy, Man. But I admire that about you. Always do-
ing what’s right and living for the Lord. That’s awesome, Bro!”

In today’s lesson, we learned about 
why forgiveness is important. Sometimes 
it’s easy to forgive someone for their 
mistakes, especially if they come to you 
and apologize. But what about the people 
who never say they are sorry? The Bible 
teaches us in Ephesians 4:31–32 that we 

are to get rid of all of our anger and forgive each other. 
God is so awesome because He knows us, and He knows that we can’t 

do it alone. So He has given us the tools to help us in every area of life. Jesus 
has already shown us the way. We need to prepare our hearts and be ready to 
forgive before there is even someone we need to forgive. We can prepare by 
feeding our spirits by reading what God says about forgiveness in the Bible 
and by spending time praying that God will give us hearts that are willing to 
forgive. When we consistently seek God’s will for our lives, regardless of the 
issue, then we will be prepared when we are tempted or tested to sin or let our 
anger overpower our will to forgive.



CHILDREN’S
BIBLES

Bible Q&A for Kids
20070 (mg) ...................................$8.99

Illustrated Bible: Easy-to-Read
2068................................................................. $19.99

Children’s New Testament Illustrated Bible:
Easy-to-Read
2067................................................................. $14.99

Biblia Princesa, NVI
1096........................... $19.99

Biblia Aventura, NVI
1094........................... $19.99

Multicultural Resources



SUMMER
READING
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Biblical Heroes Coloring Book
1550 (mg) ......................................................$1.00

Love in Action Coloring Book
1549 (mg) ......................................................$1.00

Great Women of the Bible Coloring Book
1551 (mg) ......................................................$1.00

Colors Come from 
God... Just Like Me
1997......................................................$9.99

Think, Act, Be Like Jesus
A Believe Devotional for Kids
1990....................................................$12.99

Dex Davis Child 
of God: Episode 3 
“Peer Pressure 
Panic!” DVD
2042...........$14.99

Hannah’s Heart Coloring Book
2082......................................$4.99

Hannah’s Heart Story Book
2081......................................$4.99

God Made Me! (Girl)
2051....................................................$5.99

God Made Me! (Boy)
2053....................................................$5.99

God Made Football (Girl)
2055....................................................$5.99

God Made Football (Boy)
2057....................................................$5.99




