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Master Teacher
◆  It includes ideas and suggestions to equip  
  teachers to develop a plan for individual  
   lessons within the quarter. 
◆ Teachers are given biblical and theological  
   focal points for each lesson and additional  
  resources to help make the lessons come  
   to life. 
◆  It follows a five-point lesson plan sequence  
   that is reinforced by a relevant contemporary  
  point (God’s Word in Life) that highlights  
   the meaning of each lesson. 
◆ Thought-provoking questions and biblical 
 and theological details are sprinkled  
  throughout each lesson to aid instructors  
   as they digest the text and its exposition  
   for teaching others. 
◆ The book also includes ample space for  
  note-taking as each point of the lesson  
  Scripture is broken down for a thorough  
   explanation.

Adult Christian Life
◆ The lesson Scriptures are divided into two  
  or three passages that pertain to the  
     outline or thought that is being emphasized  
   in each one.
◆ The lesson information formerly called  
  “Exposition,” is now called “KNOW IT.”  
 This section provides information about  
   what the biblical text means, broken down  
   into related sections.
◆ It is followed by several sections to help  
   engage the student:
   1. REMEMBER IT: This section was formerly  
  called “Summary.” It provides a review of  
   the lesson.

   2. HEAR IT: This means repeating the point of the lesson  
   over again. Emphasis is the goal here.
   3. LIVE IT: This is the application of the biblical text. It tells   
   how to put the lesson into action.
  4. SHARE IT: This means to use the lesson point to  
   evangelize others. 
◆ There is more room for taking notes and activities.
◆ The book includes special articles that are intended to  
   help the student to better understand the overall theme  
   of the quarter.  

College and Career
◆ Biblical text is divided into sections for easier study and  
   analysis.
◆ The book includes additional imagery.
◆ The lessons have been reformatted for college and  
 early-career–minded individuals to help them to get  
   the most out of their study.
◆ The biblical text is supported by references to both  
   historical and contemporary life situations. 
◆ Life Point and Lesson Point questions and comments  
  make the book an important curriculum resource to  
   support learning by generating discussion. 
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STUDY FOR WEEK OF JULY 1, 2018  LESSON 1

REMEMBER THIS... 
Shouldest not thou also 
have had  compassion on 
thy fellowservant, even 
as I had pity on thee? 
(Matthew 18:33, KJV)

TO FORGIVE AND BE 
FORGIVEN
Unifying Topic: Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
Focal Scripture: Matthew 18:21–35 • Background Scripture: Matthew 18:21–35

What You’ll Need...
God’s Promises Bible, Matthew 18:21–35; Boyd’s Commentary for the Sunday School

LET’S GET STARTED...
Christians are commanded 

to forgive others of  any offenses 
committed against them. In 
fact, Jesus makes forgiving oth-
ers a prerequisite for any one to 
be forgiven by God (Matthew 
6:14-15). The point of  the text 
is to address an issue that pro-
hibits reconciliation. At the 
center of  reconciliation lay for-
giveness, forgiving others and 
as we desire their forgiveness. It 
is none other than the Golden 
Rule in action. In this lesson the 
servant desires forgiveness, but 
fails to realize it is predicated on 
him forgiving. 



Traditional Judaism dictated that forgive-
ness should be given at least three times. The 
temperamental disciple, Peter, hoping to dem-
onstrate to Jesus the depth of  commitment he 
had, wondered if  forgiving others seven times 
might be more impressive. It was a number that 

THEN came Peter to him, and said, 
Lord, how oft shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? till 
seven times?

 22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not 
unto thee, Until seven times: but, 
Until seventy times seven.
 23 Therefore is the kingdom of 
heaven likened unto a certain 
king, which would take account of 
his servants.
 24 And when he had begun to 
reckon, one was brought unto him, 
which owed him ten thousand 
 talents.
 25 But forasmuch as he had not to 
pay, his lord commanded him to 
be sold, and his wife, and children, 
and all that he had, and payment 
to be made.
 26 The servant therefore fell 
down, and worshipped him, say-
ing, Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all.
 27 Then the lord of that servant 
was moved with compassion, and 
loosed him, and forgave him the 
debt.

THEN Peter came and said to him, 
“Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 
 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 
times.
 23 “For this reason the kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. 
 24 When he began the reckoning, 
one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; 

 25 and, as he could not pay, his 
lord ordered him to be sold, to-
gether with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, and pay-
ment to be made. 
 26 So the slave fell on his knees 
before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you every-
thing.’ 
 27 And out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released him and 
forgave him the debt.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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Get into the Lesson...
1.  A FORGIVING HEART (MATTHEW 18:21–27)
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Jewish tradition associated with completeness, 
so Peter may have reasoned that forgiving seven 
times gain the attention of  Jesus and put him in 
good standing with the Lord. It did just the oppo-
site. When Jesus responded, He chose a number 
that some translations equate to seven times 
seventy (490) while others, including the NIV, 
translate as seventy-seven. The Greek is unclear 
as to which is correct, but the exact number is not 
really  important. But for all intent and purposes 
Jesus’ meaning is clear. When forgiving others we 
should lose count.

Craig Bloomberg notes, “We dare not keep 
track of  the number of  times we grant forgive-
ness. Jesus takes Peter’s number of  completeness 
and multiplies it considerably…. Jesus’ point is not 
to withhold forgiveness after the  seventy-eighth 
(or 491st) offense” (Matthew [Nashville: B&H 
Publishing Group, 1992]). The implication here 
is forgiveness of  others should know no limits or 
cutoffs. Forgiveness must be an ongoing.

Jesus used the example of  a master forgiving 
a servant to illustrate what forgiveness includes. 
The servant owed a debt of  about ten thousand 
bags of  gold (according to the NIV account). 
The servant owed a lot of  money, more than he 
could ever hope to repay. Yet he was so desper-
ate to avoid legal proceedings against him that 
he promised he would somehow repay the debt. 

Discuss the 
merits of 

forgiveness.

NOTES
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LIFE.POINT
Forgiveness is a divine requirement. 
We must forgive others.
 
LESSON.POINT
The lesson points to forgiveness as a 
prerequisite for salvation.
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Matthew 18:27 tells us the master took pity on the 
servant and cancelled the servant’s indebtedness. 
The master identified with the servant’s situation 
and expressed his concern and desire to be both 
sympathetic and empathetic. 

The master did these two things by canceling 
the debt completely. He identified with the man’s 
situation and did something positive to help him. 
He extended to the servant much more than just 
an expression of  sorrow.

By cancelling the debt, the master lifted the 
burden of  the debt off  the back of  the servant and 
set the servant free to live a life unencumbered 
by the debt. In a real sense He emancipated the 
servant from a life of  financial servitude. This is a 
vivid illustration of  God’s forgiveness to us as sin-
ners. In Jesus Christ, God has effectively canceled 
our debt and given us new life. But this account 
also shows us how we as Christians ought to pay 
forgiveness forward. People are infinitely more 
valuable than things and situation. 

Christian forgiveness values people over mate-
rial goods and over anything else that this world 
has to offer. You can see this in the price our Lord 
paid for our sins. It was for us that He gave His 
life on the cross at Calvary. When the master 
looked at his servant, he saw a fellowman, another 
human being, in trouble. Recognizing another’s 
issue is another mark of  Christian forgiveness, of  
a  forgiving heart.
2.  A HARD HEART  

(MATTHEW 18:28–35) 
The text reveals how one thinks about people. 

They can be fickle and unwilling to return favors 
or gifts. The servant had been given a tremendous 
blessing. He was relieved of  his debt. Yet, despite 
the mercy he had been given, the servant turned 

What 
are the 
 indications 
of a hard 
heart?

NOTES

C O L L E G E  A N D  C A R E E R 9
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right around and refused to pay forward his gift 
by demanding repayment of  a much smaller sum 
from his fellow servant (see v. 28). According to 
legal precedent, the servant had every legal right 

NOTES
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BUT the same servant went out, 
and found one of his fellowser-
vants, which owed him an hundred 
pence: and he laid hands on him, 
and took him by the throat, saying, 
Pay me that thou owest.
 29 And his fellowservant fell down 
at his feet, and besought him, say-
ing, Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all.
 30 And he would not: but went 
and cast him into prison, till he 
should pay the debt.
 31 So when his fellowservants 
saw what was done, they were 
very sorry, and came and told unto 
their lord all that was done.

 32 Then his lord, after that he had 
called him, said unto him, O thou 
wicked servant, I forgave thee all 
that debt, because thou desiredst 
me:
 33 Shouldest not thou also 
have had compassion on thy 
 fellowservant, even as I had pity 
on thee?
 34 And his lord was wroth, and 
delivered him to the tormentors, 
till he should pay all that was due 
unto him.
 35 So likewise shall my heavenly 
Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one 
his brother their trespasses.

BUT that same slave, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow 
slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 

 29 Then his fellow slave fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have pa-
tience with me, and I will pay you.’ 

 30 But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. 
 31 When his fellow slaves saw 
what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their lord all that 
had taken place. 
 32 Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! 
I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. 

 33 Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I 
had mercy on you?’ 

 34 And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt. 

 35 So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.”

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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to demand repayment. The debt was valid and 
the servant subject to legal proceedings. But the 
way of  Jesus causes us to consider more than 
the legality of  an issue. Forgiveness is not based 
upon legality, but upon the need to bring parties 
together. It is based upon the heart and charac-
ter of  God and the perfect example He showed 
us in Christ Jesus and the need of  human beings 
to be returned to His holy presence.

A hard, unforgiving heart retaliates in ways 
that destroy any real sense of  dignity and 
personhood. One might tell others about the 
deadbeat who escaped paying on a debt, and 
therefore ruining that person’s reputation as 
well as causing embarrassment and shame on 
the debtor. The heart of  the one who refuses to 
forgive also suffers violence via feelings of  anger, 
vengeance, and betrayal that further hardens an 
already cold heart.

When we refuse to forgive, we compound the 
burden of  the one we won’t forgive. Now, in 
addition to the debt, that person may also bear 
shame, guilt, fear, and feelings of  inadequacy. 
That is why, when the unforgiving servant was 
brought back before the master, the master 
called him “wicked” (see v. 32). The Greek word 
used is a derivative of  the word for pain, and 
suggests a wicked person is one who increases 
the pain and heartache and trouble of  another. 
Wicked as meant here also includes the concept 
of  spreading turmoil. The unforgiving servant 
was successful at spreading turmoil and anguish 
into the life of  his fellow servant. Initially, the 
servant had been let go, set free from not only 
the debt but from all the heartache that debt 
caused the servant great concern. But when 
the servant refused to pay forgiveness forward, 

Why is 
wickedness 
 associated 
with pain 
and  turmoil?

NOTES
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How does 
unforgive-
ness relate to 
hoarding?



D E V O T I O N A L  R E A D I N G S  —  JULY 2–8, 2018
Monday

Visual Reminder 
of the 

Commandments

Numbers 
15:37–41

Tuesday
Jesus Fulfills 
the Law and 

Prophets

Matthew 
5:17–20

Wednesday
Craving Attention 

while Cheating 
Widows

Luke 
20:45–47

Thursday
Doing Is More 

Important 
than Speaking

Matthew 
23:5–12

Friday
Keeping People 
Away from the 

Kingdom

Matthew 
23:13–15

Saturday
Blind Guides 

Confuse Meaning 
of Oaths

Matthew 
23:16–22

Sunday
Jesus Critical 

of Scribes 
and Pharisees

Matthew 
23:1–4, 23–26
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the master reversed or rescinded his order to 
forego the servant’s debt. The wicked actions 
he delivered to his fellow servant had now 
been returned to him. It was a case of  the 
chickens coming home to roost. The debt that 
had been canceled was put back upon the 
shoulders of  the servant. Where the master 
had taken pity, now the master acted with  
righteous indignation “in anger” (see v. 34) 
toward the unforgiving servant. 

Lesson Summary
You are under obligation to forgive anyone 

who owes you a debt of  any kind. By obeying 
Jesus’ command to forgive without count-
ing the cost and without limit, we reap that 
 promised reward.

LESSON.POINT DISCUSSION
Can we forgive others without forgetting the magnitude of 
their trespass against us? What does the word forgiveness 
really mean? In what ways do we show we are following 
Jesus’ directives as recorded in Matthew 7:14-15? 

LIFE.POINT ACTION
Think of someone you have had a conflict or misunder-
standing. Go to that person and extend forgiveness and be 
willing to accept it as well

NOTES
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BOYD’S COMMENTARY FOR 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 2018–2019
Boyd’s Commentary is a scholarly work that equips 
the teacher and edifies the student, enabling 
both to increase their knowledge of the Word 
of God. Its very special design allows the user to  
quickly grasp the volume of information  
contained within. Its verse-by-verse format provides 
the best approach to preparation, presentation,  
and implementation of biblical principles. The 
information is doctrinally accurate. It is inductive 
in approach and international in appeal. Its purpose  
is to reveal the will of God as one studies the 
Word of God so that the reader might do the 
work of God (Commentary Study Notes and 
bookmark free with Commentary purchase).
0210–1819 (mg) ...............................................$22.99

BOYD’S STUDY NOTES
The Commentary Study Notes are designed to 
be used as a companion to the 2018–2019 Boyd’s 
Commentary (FREE with purchase of Boyd’s 
Commentary). The Commentary Study Notes are 
now also sold separately. 
0210ST–1819 (mg) .............................................$2.99

COMMENTARY
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