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lesson i Week of July 1, 2018

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
Matthew 18:21–35

Unified Topic: BackgroUnd ScripTUre:
forgiving Like god forgiveS MaTThew 18:21–35

THEN came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how 
oft shall my brother sin against me, and I for-
give him? till seven times?

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, 
Until seven times: but, Until seventy times 
seven.
23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened 
unto a certain king, which would take account 
of his servants.
24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was 
brought unto him, which owed him ten thou-
sand talents.
25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and 
children, and all that he had, and payment to be 
made.
26 The servant therefore fell down, and wor-
shipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all.
27 Then the lord of that servant was moved 
with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave 
him the debt.
28 But the same servant went out, and found 
one of his fellowservants, which owed him an 
hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and 
took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou 
owest.
29 And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, 
and besought him, saying, Have patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all.
30 And he would not: but went and cast him 
into prison, till he should pay the debt.
31 So when his fellowservants saw what was 
done, they were very sorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that was done.

32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, 
said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave 
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me:

THEN Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if 
another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy–seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 
24 When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; 
25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and chil-
dren and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 
26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 
27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
released him and forgave him the debt. 

28 But that same slave, as he went out, came 
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, 
he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’

29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.’ 
30 But he refused; then he went and threw him 
into prison until he would pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow slaves saw what had hap-
pened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 
32 Then his lord summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 

Main Thought: “So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
(Matthew 18:35, NRSV)

Forgive and Forget
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unifying PrinCiPle
People desire forgiveness even though 

they refuse to forgive. What are the con-
sequences of an unforgiving heart? The 
parable of the unforgiving servant teaches 
us to forgive as we have been forgiven.

BIBLICAL EMPHASES:
• This parable is part of a large group of 

sayings taught by Jesus about caring for 
our  relationships.

• Forgiveness is essential for resolving 
conflicts between individuals and the 
church as a whole.

• We should resist the temptation to seek 
revenge with those who have hurt us.

TARGET EMPHASES
PRESCHOOLERS:  Jesus and His forgiv-
ing spirit is a model children of this age 
can follow.
YOUNGER CHILDREN:  Having some-
one say “I’m sorry” helps these children 
realize this was Jesus’ message.
OLDER CHILDREN: As they grow in 
faith, older children will find forgiving 
 others easier and more natural.

LESSON OVERVIEW

Forgiveness is an important lesson to 
learn as it is at the crux of our religion. 

Without forgiveness, we wouldn’t be able to 
turn away from our sinful ways and accept 

Jesus’ salvation. Jesus freely sacrificed 
Himself for our sakes, and because of this, 
He expects us to also show forgiveness to 
others. In our culture, it can be considered 
a sign of weakness to forgive someone who 
has wronged us, but this is not the message 
Jesus taught. 

In today’s story, Jesus told the parable of 
the unforgiving servant. This servant owed 
the king a great deal of money, but when 
he begged for mercy, the king cleared the 
servant’s debt. The servant went on his way 
and found a fellow slave who owed him a 
small amount of money. When the other ser-
vant begged for mercy, the first one refused 
and had him locked up until he could pay 
his debt. Some others told the king about 
this, and he ordered that the first servant be 
brought to him. He then demanded that the 
servant be tortured until he could repay his 
original debt because he did not show the 
same mercy to his fellow slave that the king 
had shown to him. 

Our lives should reflect the generosity and 
forgiveness of our God. If we are not will-
ing to show what He first showed us, then 
we will be handed over and expected to pay 
our debts. The lesson that the students need 
to learn is that they should always forgive 
others rather than trying to get even or hold-
ing a grudge. God will reward them for their 
forgiving spirits.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version

Matthew 18:21–35

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compas-
sion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on 
thee?
34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him 
to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 
was due unto him.
35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do 
also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive 
not every one his brother their trespasses.

33 Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 

34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
 
35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.”

C h i l d r e n ’ s  T e a C h e r
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SUGGESTED TEACHING PLAN FOR GROWING WITH JESUS
Materials Needed: 
music player, crayons

1. GETTING STARTED: Greet each student as he or she enters the classroom. Start the 
class with an upbeat song. Encourage the students to sing along and participate. Begin the lesson 
with a prayer.
2. A GREAT BEGINNING: Inform the students that today’s lesson is about forgiveness. 
Jesus first showed us forgiveness when He died on the cross and took away our sins forever. He 
did this even though He didn’t have to. Because He was merciful and forgiving, we should be that 
way too. In this way, we can be examples of Jesus to the world. Ask the students if there’s someone 
they need to forgive, and encourage them to do so.
3. AN IMPORTANT LESSON: Read the lesson story for today. Explain what the word 
forgiveness means. Tell the students that, in order to be like Jesus, we must show forgiveness to 
others. This means that we shouldn’t hold grudges or be mean to someone who was mean to us 
first. Though it might feel good to hurt them back, this is not the Christ-like way. Instead, we can 
pray for those who hurt us, and ask God to help us forgive them.
4. KEEPING IT GOING: Allow the students time to complete the activities in the student 
books. Have the students gather in a circle before dismissing them. Remind them to forgive others 
this week and to practice praying for others. End the class in prayer. 
5. JUST FOR YOU: This week, take time to pray for the students in your class, as well as 
the entire church. Pray that they will all be examples of the forgiving nature of Christ.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
SUGGESTED TEACHING PLAN FOR YOUNG LEARNERS

Materials Needed: 
music player, writing utensils

1. GETTING STARTED: Greet each student as he or she enters the room. Have a simple, 
upbeat song playing in the background. Allow time for the students to sing along, and get warmed 
up for class. After the opening song, begin the lesson with a prayer.
2. JUMP START: Let the students know that today’s lesson is about forgiveness. Ask for a 
volunteer to define the word for the class. Remind the students that Jesus showed us forgiveness 
first by dying on the cross for our sins. Forgiveness is at the core of Christianity, so in order to 
show Jesus’ love to others, we must show them forgiveness. When someone wrongs us, we’re sup-
posed to pray for them and forgive them anyway. This is hard, but this is what Jesus wants us to do.
3. THE LESSON STORY: Read the lesson story for today. Discuss how, in today’s 
society, people would rather pursue revenge when someone hurts them, or they hold a grudge 
instead of forgiving and moving on. It also can be seen as a sign of weakness for someone to show 

resourCes needed 
•  New National Baptist Hymnal, 21st 

Century Edition #242 (NNBH #454) 
• God’s Promises Bible 
• Boyd’s Commentary for the Sunday School 



 forgiveness. These perceptions are wrong; forgiveness is strong, godly, and the healthiest thing 
for us. We are to model the example that Jesus set for us, and therefore be examples to the world. 
Challenge your students to apply this idea to their own lives.
4. TAKING IT HOME: Allow the students time to complete the activities in their books. 
Have the students gather in a circle before dismissing them. Encourage them to pray for those who 
hurt them, and show forgiveness to others rather than holding a grudge. Remind them that they 
can ask for Jesus’ help. End the class in prayer.
5. ENERGY TO EDUCATE: Remember to pray for your students and their families this 
week. Be an example to your students in showing forgiveness to others; you never know when 
they’re watching. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
SUGGESTED TEACHING PLAN FOR ADVENTURERS WITH JESUS

Materials Needed: 
music player, writing utensils

1. BEFORE YOU BEGIN: Greet each student as he or she enters the classroom. Have an 
upbeat praise song playing as they enter. Allow the students to sing along, and get warmed up for 
class. Once the song is finished, begin the lesson with prayer.
2. ,NET CHECK: Discuss and complete the activity from www.rhboyd.com. Bring extra 
copies to class for those who don’t have one. Allow time for both the ’Net Check and Bible Quiz 
sections. Check and discuss the answers together.
3. INTRODUCTION: Ask the students to give definitions for the word forgiveness. Explain 
that, because Jesus extended forgiveness to us for our sins (and offers us salvation), we are sup-
posed to extend forgiveness to others. Have the students share examples of when they were shown 
forgiveness. Ask: how did that make you feel? It probably felt very good. We should offer that 
same gift to others, even the ones who we don’t like or who are mean to us. This is how we are 
examples of Christ’s love.
4. TODAY’S LESSON STORY: Ask for several volunteers to read sections of the les-
son story aloud. Challenge the students to always be on the lookout for opportunities to forgive 
others. Rather than holding a grudge, seeking revenge, or wishing ill on that person, encourage 
them to forgive, forget, and pray for the one that hurt them. Remind the students that, in this way, 
they’re modeling Christ’s behavior, and their lives can be a testimony for a non-believer.
5. LESSON REVIEW: Let the students complete the activities in their student books, and 
review the key verse. Ask the students to share key points from the lesson in their own words.
6. CLOSING: Gather the students in a circle, and close the class with prayer. This week, put 
this lesson into action in your own life. Is there someone you need to forgive? Ask God for His 
help in doing so. 

Monday

Visual 
Reminder of the 
Commandments

Numbers 
15:37–41

HOME DAILY DEVOTIONAL READINGS
July 2–8, 2018

Tuesday

Jesus Fulfills 
the Law and 

Prophets

Matthew  
5:17–20

Wednesday

Craving Attention 
while Cheating 

Widows

Luke  
20:45–47

Thursday

Doing Is More 
Important than 

Speaking

Matthew  
23:5–12

friday

Keeping People 
Away from the 

Kingdom

Matthew 
23:13–15

saTurday

Blind Guides 
Confuse Meaning 

of Oaths 

Matthew 
23:16–22

sunday

Jesus Critical 
of Scribes and 

Pharisees

Matthew  
23:1–4, 23–26
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 2018–2019
Boyd’s Commentary is a scholarly work that equips 
the teacher and edifies the student, enabling 
both to increase their knowledge of the Word 
of God. Its very special design allows the user to  
quickly grasp the volume of information  
contained within. Its verse-by-verse format provides 
the best approach to preparation, presentation,  
and implementation of biblical principles. The 
information is doctrinally accurate. It is inductive 
in approach and international in appeal. Its purpose  
is to reveal the will of God as one studies the 
Word of God so that the reader might do the 
work of God (Commentary Study Notes and 
bookmark free with Commentary purchase).
0210–1819 (mg) ............................................... $22.99

BOYD’S STUDY NOTES
The Commentary Study Notes are designed to 
be used as a companion to the 2018–2019 Boyd’s 
Commentary (FREE with purchase of Boyd’s 
Commentary). The Commentary Study Notes are 
now also sold separately. 
0210ST–1819 (mg) ............................................. $2.99

COMMENTARY
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