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THEN came Peter to him, and said, 
Lord, how oft shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? till seven 
times?
22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto 
thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy 
times seven.
23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven 
likened unto a certain king, which would 
take account of his servants.
24 And when he had begun to reckon, 
one was brought unto him, which owed 
him ten thousand talents.
25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold, and 
his wife, and children, and all that he had, 
and payment to be made.
26 The servant therefore fell down, and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee all.
27 Then the lord of that servant was 
moved with compassion, and loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt.
28 But the same servant went out, and 
found one of his fellowservants, which 
owed him an hundred pence: and he 
laid hands on him, and took him by the 
throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.
29 And his fellowservant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, saying, Have 

THEN Peter came and said to him, 
“Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I for-
give? As many as seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 
24 When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; 
25 and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his 
wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. 
26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and 
I will pay you everything.’ 
27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him 
the debt. 
28 But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’
29 Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
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FORGIVE AND 
FORGET

MATTHEW 18:21–35
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE:

MATTHEW 18:21–35
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orgiveness is a hard lesson, even some adults struggle with it. When we’re 
hurt by someone, we either want to remain in our hurt and sulk, or get the 

person back by hurting them in return. Neither of these is what Jesus wants 
us to do. Forgiveness is at the core of Christianity because the whole reason 
we have salvation and eternal life is through Jesus’ forgiveness of our sins. In 
today’s story, Peter asked Jesus how many times he had to forgive someone 
who had wronged him. Jesus’ answer was astonishing.

Sometimes we think it might be nice if we only had to forgive someone one 
time. That way, if they wronged us again, we would be justified in our sulking 
and revenge. But this is not the case. We are told to constantly forgive others, 
“seventy times seven.” Jesus illustrated this idea with a parable to Peter and the 
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patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all.
30 And he would not: but went and 
cast him into prison, till he should 
pay the debt.
31 So when his fellowservants saw 
what was done, they were very sorry, 
and came and told unto their lord all 
that was done.
32 Then his lord, after that he had 
called him, said unto him, O thou 
wicked servant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, because thou desiredst me.
33 Shouldest not thou also have had 
compassion on thy fellowservant, 
even as I had pity on thee?
34 And his lord was wroth, and deliv-
ered him to the tormentors, till he 
should pay all that was due unto him.
35  So likewise shall my heavenly 
Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one 
his brother their trespasses.

me, and I will pay you.’ 

30 But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would 
pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow slaves saw what 
had happened, they were greatly dis-
tressed, and they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken place. 
32 Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 
33 Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 
34 And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he would pay 
his entire debt.
35  So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.”
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other listeners. He compared heaven to a king and his many slaves. One slave 
owed the king a great deal of money; it equaled one hundred million days’ 
wages. There was no way the slave could possibly repay his debt. He begged 
the king for mercy, the king showed it to him, and the slave went on his way. 
Later that day, the slave ran into another slave that owed him a small amount 
of money. He demanded that the other slave pay him back immediately. 
When the other slave begged for mercy, the first slave refused and sent him to 
prison. The other slaves in the household were bothered by this and informed 
the king of the slave’s actions. The king was so outraged that the slave did not 
offer the same mercy to his fellow slave that the king had shown him, that he 
ordered the first slave to be tortured until his entire debt was repaid: his mercy 
was no more. Jesus ended the parable with a warning that this is what Peter, 
and the rest of humanity, would face if they did not forgive one another as 
God had forgiven them. 

When others hurt us, our reaction cannot be anger and revenge. We are 
not being good examples of Christ’s love and presence in our hearts when 
we react in that way. Rather, we are to show forgiveness over and over. This 
demonstrates the same generosity that God showed us when He forgave our 
sins, and helps us to be a witness to non-believers. It’s for this reason that it’s so 
powerful when the parent of a murder victim publicly forgives the murderer. 
Our forgiveness impacts the world, and we shouldn’t waste an opportunity to 
express God’s love.

  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

THINK ABOUT IT! Forgiveness comes from a place of compassion. We 
can look beyond our hurting and see that the person who hurt us is probably 
hurting as well. Maybe you’ll never know the reason why, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t have compassion and forgive them anyway. It helps if you 
start praying for others; you’ll develop more compassion. Even pray for the 
person, or people, that hurt you. It’s okay to ask for God’s help in forgiving 
someone; He is happy to help you. Let your forgiving and generous spirit be 
an example to your siblings, your friends, your classmates, and anyone else 
you come into contact with. The opposite of forgiveness is resentment. This 
is not good because it harms you, and it leaks into others areas of your life. 
Let go of the hurt and anger, and forgive.
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Do you know? As you grow in faith, for-
giveness comes more naturally and easily.

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Underline the word(s) that make each sentence true.

_____ 1.  (Paul/Philip/Peter) asked Jesus how many 
times he should forgive someone.

_____ 2.  Heaven is like a (doctor/king/farmer) and his 
servants.

_____ 3.  The sum of money was equal to (one hun-
dred/one thousand/one hundred million) 
days’ wages.

_____ 4.  The story Jesus told was a (parable/memo-
ry/lie).

_____ 5.  Forgiving others shows the (anger/spite/gen-
erosity) of God.

_____ 6.  (Forgiveness/revenge/love) is not the correct 
response to someone who hurts us.

_____ 7.  We should follow the (model/danger/bad 
influence) of Jesus’ forgiving Spirit.

FILL IN THE BLANKS FROM LAST  
SUNDAY’S MEMORY VERSE:

“No slave can serve two _________; for a 
_______ will either ________ the one and 

________ the other, or be devoted to the 
one and __________ the other. You cannot 

__________ God and __________.”  
(Luke 16:13, NRSV)

’NET Check: Learn more about FORGIVENESS
at www.rhboyd.com.

Answers: 1. Peter; 2. king; 3. one hundred million; 4. parable; 5. generosity; 6. revenge; 7. model
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