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Lesson 1 

Why did Moses’s mother hide him? (pg. 6) 

The Scriptures indicate that the Pharaoh at the time, fearful of the growing Hebrew population, 
decreed that all Hebrew male infants should be killed: “The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew 
midwives, … ‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it 
is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live’” (Exod. 2:15–16, NRSV). In response to this, the 
midwives disobeyed and refused to kill the infant boys. Moses’s mother had her own plan: hiding 
him in the bushes at the river. 

 

Lesson 2 

How can we tell when God is speaking to us? (pg. 11) 

As with today’s text from Isaiah 6, there are many instances in the Bible when God spoke to His 
servants directly in dreams and visions. (There were also many occasions on which He spoke 
through angels.) Throughout Christian history, there have been those who have claimed to have 
direct access to God in the same way that we see in the Bible. Even today, many make similar 
claims. The only way we can tell whether these claims are true is to compare them with the 
Scriptures. Are they in keeping with the teaching of Jesus and the apostles, or do they contradict 
them?  

 

Lesson 3 

Why were the Israelites oppressed? (pg. 14) 

The prophets, such as Jeremiah in today’s lesson, spoke the word of God to a people who were 
oppressed. But what did that oppression look like, and what was its cause? In the eighth century B. C. 
(the time when Jeremiah prophesied) Israel and Judah suffered from interference by foreign powers 
such as Babylon. Beyond that, they had given themselves over to the worship of idols. Wealth and 
luxury were eating away at the bonds between the people. All of these things brought about 
suffering and oppression for the people. What was the root cause of it? Sin. At the heart of our 
problems as human beings lies the distortion that sin has brought into the world. 

 

Lesson 4 

How can Christians seem like foreigners to non-Christians? (pg. 18) 



Today’s lesson talks about a strange action that the prophet Ezekiel took in order to teach the 
people important truths about God. While we as believers may not eat scrolls, God does call us to 
be different, to be distinct from the values of this world. In many cases, that might mean that we 
engage in behaviors or believe certain things that cause non-Christians to believe that we are strange 
or weird. This can be uncomfortable for us, especially when we are young and very concerned about 
social status and the perception of others. We have to know, though, that these attitudes exist and 
how to combat them. 

 

Lesson 5 

What kind of people are called by God? (pg. 22) 

The consistent witness of Scripture is that all sorts of men and women have been called by God 
for a wide variety of purposes: rich and poor, young and old, male and female. From Abraham to 
the apostles, from Gideon to David, from Hannah to Mary—we see this variety in both the Old and 
New Testaments. Whatever their situation, what unites them is their faith and their willingness to 
obey and to follow God’s leading wherever it took them. 

 

Lesson 6 

When should we study God’s Word? (pg. 26) 

There is no set time when we should or should not study the Bible. Each of us needs to examine 
our daily schedules to see when we can best make time for prayer and reading the Bible. For some 
of us, the best time for that will be first thing in the morning. For some, it might be at lunchtime. 
Whenever it is, what is important is that we set aside the time.  

 

Lesson 7 

How can you lead others to Jesus Christ? (pg. 30) 

The focus of today’s lesson is on evangelism. That can be a terrifying topic for us to consider: the 
idea of sharing the Gospel with a stranger can be just as intimidating as the idea of asking someone 
out on a date. What we often forget, though, is that we spread the Gospel in many different ways. 
Most importantly, we share it in how we live, how we treat others, how we use our time and 
resources, and so forth. As the old hymn puts it, we are the only Bible some people will ever read. 
We may not ever talk to a stranger about the Gospel, but we can certainly live Gospel-shaped lives 
that give glory to God and spread the Good News of His Son. 

 

Lesson 8 

How can we welcome new believers? (pg. 35) 

It may not often be the case that we welcome a new believer with as dark a past as Saul’s, 
although we might. In any case, God calls us in Christ to be hospitable in our individual and family 



life, as well as in our churches. It has been said that the Church can best be understood as a field 
hospital for those wounded by sin. Those who have decided to follow Jesus should find a warm 
welcome in His Church. There is a great variety of ways in which we can do this. First, we can 
welcome new believers into our homes. As we come to know them better, we can share our lives 
and struggles with them. As new believers, they need to know that the Christian life is not simple or 
easy. We can help them—as indeed Scripture calls us—to grow to maturity in Christ. 

 

Lesson 9 

How can we reach out to someone who is not like us? (pg. 39) 

One of the challenges that the Gospel presents us is the imperative of spreading the Gospel 
beyond the barriers of our own class, gender, race, etc. But this can be difficult to do. Often it 
requires us to scale barriers of culture, language, and so forth—a lot more work than many of us feel 
we are able to do. Even so, the call of the Gospel remains. So what should we do about it? Most of 
all, we must prepare our hearts. Our hearts must be open and receptive to those who might be 
different. On a practical level, though, we can take the time to learn about others, to hear their 
stories, and to learn about and appreciate their experiences. 

 

Lesson 10 

What is a covenant? (pg. 42) 

A covenant, put simply, is an agreement entered into by two or more parties. Each party commits to 
hold up their end of the agreement. Today’s lesson introduces us to one of the earliest covenants 
found in Scripture. 

 

Lesson 11 

What are “terms” of a covenant? (pg. 46) 

The terms of a covenant are the specific actions that each party to the covenant agrees to undertake. 
So, for example, when two countries enter a military alliance they both agree to defend the other if 
they are attacked by an enemy power. 

 

Lesson 12 

How long does a covenant or promise last? (pg. 51) 

Biblical covenants did not always have time limits placed upon them. Rather, they were considered 
to be in force until one of the parties broke the covenant. This happened repeatedly during the 
history of Israel and the divided kingdoms. 

 

Lesson 13 



How can we honor God? (pg. 55) 

We honor God in numerous ways, primarily through worship and service to Him and His kingdom. 


