
B
 OY

D
’S

2
0

1
8

-2
0

1
9

C
O
M
M
E
N
T
A
R
Y



Dear Loyal Reader,

Thank you for your continued patronage of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation! We hope that you 
find this year’s Boyd’s Commentary to be an insightful look into the mind and heart of God. May you 
gain a better understanding of the blessings and teachings He wants to impart to His people. The 
Boyd’s Commentary, combined with the Sunday school curriculum and the National Baptist Congress, 
provides to you–the engaged student, deacon, minister, and/or theologian–a complete set of ministry 
resources to enhance your biblical and theological education. 

The National Baptist Congress is the educational arm of R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation, where 
faith leaders and laypersons gather to receive leadership training and tools for furthering their 
talents and efforts for the Kingdom. Many courses and seminars for adults, children, and youth are 
offered in various disciplines, including hermeneutics for preaching, social media for churches, choir, 
evangelism, marriage, Vacation Bible School, and more. These courses provide further instruction for 
using curriculum from R.H. Boyd.

The 112th annual session of the National Baptist Congress was a wonderful celebration and success in 
Memphis, TN! Our theme, Set Free, from Luke 4:18 truly embodied the freedom that we experience 
through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. The 113th session of the National Baptist Congress will 
be held in Charlotte, NC June 9-14, 2019. All are welcome to attend and share in the ministry and 
mission of R.H. Boyd! 

We, the R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation family, are sincerely thankful for the privilege to serve 
you! The confidence you have placed in our products and service has been our foundation for five 
generations.

Onward,

LaDonna Boyd 
President/CEO

Join us in Charlotte, NC June 9-14, 2019!
(Photos on the inside covers are from Congress 2018)



Lesson I september 2, 2018

God Created the heavens and earth
AduLt topIc: bAckground scrIpture:
out of the dArkness genesIs 1:1–13

Genesis 1:1–13

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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MAIN THOUGHT:  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And 
the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:1–2, KJV)

IN the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth.
 2 And the earth was without form, and void; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters.
 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there 
was light.
 4 And God saw the light, that it was good: 
and God divided the light from the darkness.
 5 And God called the light Day, and the dark-
ness he called Night. And the evening and the 
morning were the first day.
 6 And God said, Let there be a firmament 
in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters.
 7 And God made the firmament, and divided 
the waters which were under the firmament 
from the waters which were above the firma-
ment: and it was so.
 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And the evening and the morning were the 
second day.
 9 And God said, Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, 
and let the dry land appear: and it was so.
10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the 
gathering together of the waters called he Seas: 
and God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth 
grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in 
itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

IN the beginning when God created the heav-
ens and the earth,
 2 the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. 

 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light. 
 4 And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 
 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day.
 6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in 
the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 
 7 So God made the dome and separated the 
waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was 
so. 
 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second 
day.
 9 And God said, “Let the waters under the 
sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so. 
10 God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called 
Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it.” And it was so. 



LESSON SETTING
  Time:  Creation
  Place: The Universe

The passage about which today’s lesson 
is concerned commonly is referred to as the 
creation narrative. The creation narrative 
tells the beginning story of God’s creative 
acts in the world. It is God who takes the 
initiative to move and bring order out of 
chaos. The opening story of the Bible is a 
story about a God who is willing to take the 
initiative and bring divine possibilities into 
play in the midst of chaos.

LESSON OUTLINE
 I.  Order Out of Chaos  

(Genesis 1:1–3)
 II.  The Beginning of Time  

(Genesis 1:4–5)
 III.  A Fruitful World  

(Genesis 1:6–11)
 IV.  What God Sees as Good 

(Genesis 1:12–13)

uniFying PrinciPle
The wonders of the universe amaze any 

human mind that considers the magnitude 
of God’s work. Who is responsible for 
such marvelous and breathtaking creativ-
ity? Genesis 1 informs us that God is the 
Creator of all of these marvelous wonders.

introduction
The Bible starts in Genesis, a name that 

means “beginning,” with the story of cre-
ation to provide a basis for faith in God’s 
creative acts in the world. It is only natural 
for us to wonder how all things came into 
existence. The Bible seeks to answer the 
questions of humanity about its beginnings 
by telling readers the ways God acted to 
create the heaven and the earth. The cre-
ative activity of God is described as begin-
ning with a God who simply speaks, and 
the authority of His word and sound of His 
voice is enough to bring order out of chaos. 

exPosition
i.  order out of Chaos  

(Genesis 1:1–2)
The creation narrative introduces us to 

a God who has a plan and uses that plan 
to shape all of creation. God acts alone in 
the plan and prior to the first human sin 
begins the process of redemptive history. 
There is no assistance given to God to 
form creation. God alone has the stage 
to bring His full vision into reality. The 
focus on God who initiates, promises, 
commands, and fulfills is vital to the cre-
ation narrative in part because it combats 
other creation stories that are and/or have 
been popular. 
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Genesis 1:1–13

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
12 And the earth brought forth grass, and 
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his 
kind: and God saw that it was good.
13 And the evening and the morning were the 
third day.

12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every 
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. 
13 And there was evening and there was 
 morning, the third day. 
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One such creation story sought to 
describe the existence of creation as the 
result of an epic battle between two war-
ring deities. In this instance, God would 
be placed in a struggle with some other 
deity and win the battle because He was 
stronger. This view clashes with the 
beliefs of those who maintain that there is 
only one true living God. All other gods 
are idols that are incapable of providing 
anything we need and nothing promised 
to us by our Triune God. In the telling 
of the creation narrative in the Bible, a 
theological position is put forward early 
that will inform the rest of Scripture; that 
position is that there is only one true and 
living God. 

In recent days, scientists have declared 
the world came into existence because of a 
big bang in the cosmos. The Bible refutes 
this position and declares that it was God 
and God alone who created the heavens 
and the earth. The proof of God’s deity 
and power is viewed in the work no one 
other than God is capable of doing. 

The opening statement of the Apostles 
Creed, a summary document attesting to 
Christian beliefs, gives witness to the lone 
action of God in creation by providing a 
doctrinal statement to help guide the faith 
of all of Christians for all times: “I believe 
in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth…” which declares the 
Sovereign God to have initiated and now 
sustains all that was, is, and shall be.

Before the world as we know it took 
on any form, the Spirit of God moved 
upon the void and formless darkness, and 
the moving of the Spirit began to intro-
duce order into the chaos. Some ascribe 
Gap Theory to the space between the 

first and second verses of Genesis. This 
indicates there are untold years (whether 
thousands or millions) between, “In the 
beginning…” and “…the earth…” in an 
attempt to explain how God was able to 
form earth and all that the universe con-
tains in what the Bible describes a six-day 
period. Gap theorists basically try to make 
science fit the Bible rather than applying 
biblical knowledge to the data emerging 
from good science. 

The created universe was energized; 
and matter, space, and time came into 
existence at once. The order God brought 
to the chaos made possible physical reali-
ties that we now know as the world 
and everything in it. The order that God 
brought from the chaos to make the 
heavens and the earth possible gives us 
insight into an attribute of God that will  
manifest itself further when God offers 
salvation through Jesus Christ for all who 
are lost and without hope. God alone 
makes new beginnings possible, from the 
foundation of the world to our individual 
lives, as often as necessary to achieve His 
redemptive purposes.

ii.  the BeGinninG of time 
(Genesis 1:3–5) 

After forming matter from chaos, God 
created light. The light mentioned in verse 
3 is not the light of the sun, moon, or stars, 
which are not created until verse 14. The 
light in this passage is the light of God 
Himself. God does not merely create, 
but He imparts Himself to His creation. 
Already we see a God who is willing to 
be with—to identify with—what He has 
created before humanity comes into exis-
tence. The intimate participation of God 
with creation speaks of God’s care and 
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concern for all that He either has ordained 
or has allowed to exist. 

God created the heavens and the earth 
to be spaces where His will could be seen, 
responded to, and carried out for our bless-
ing and His glory. Whereas God is infinite 
and beyond time and space, He has created 
space that is finite so His creation can 
respond to His desires and participate with 
Him in the witness of creation. 

The words “Let there be…” repeated 
multiple times in the creation narrative 
carry the tone of participation with God as 
the created order responds to God and His 
spoken commands. 

An infinite God operating in finite 
space established time as a way of regu-
lating the space and providing order that 
allows for change in a perpetual con-
tinuum which we know as day and night. 
Day and night provide a model not only 
for the establishment of time but a model 
to see the faithfulness of God in creation 
with the dawn of each new day. 

Terence E. Fretheim, in his commentary 
on Genesis said, “Israel believed light, 
often a symbol of life and salvation and 
characteristic of the presence of God, was 
fundamental to the creation, pushing back 
the darkness and making life possible. 
Every morning was a kind of new cre-
ation.” Beginning with God’s fast act of 
creation, He declared it to be good, for it is 
not His nature or intent to create anything 
other than that which is inherently good in 
keeping with who He is. 

Do not miss the fact that the first 
24-hour period began with evening fol-
lowed by morning. Evening is when we 
rest, so God graciously inaugurated His 
order of creation in rest, already pointing 

us toward the Sabbath, the first ordinance 
to govern His created world.

In Judaism, the concept of day always 
begins with the evening prior. Shabbat 
begins at sunset on Friday and contin-
ues until sunset on Saturday. Likewise, 
the same holds true for holidays, which 
always begin the evening before in keep-
ing with God’s order of creation.

iii.  a fruitful World  
(Genesis 1:6–11) 

The world God creates is a world with 
boundaries, which maintain order from 
what otherwise would be chaos. After 
separating day from night, God estab-
lished the boundary of earth and sky. The 
separation of earth from sky opened new 
possibilities for the created order. The 
division of the waters of the earth and 
those of the sky would lead to the ability 
of living things to occupy the respective 
spaces they had been assigned. 

Each time God creates a new boundary, 
it is seen not as a restriction but a new 
possibility. Further, it’s significant to note 
that boundaries are not barriers. In fact, 
boundaries can be moved and repositioned 
as necessary where barriers usually are 
more fixed or permanent. The story builds 
upon itself in ways that allow readers to 
see the layers that are placed upon one 
another, giving all things their proper and 
respective places that they might fulfill the 
purposes God has established for them. 

Next, God separated the water from dry 
ground. What is apparent is that in the plan 
of God, water plays a vital role in sustain-
ing creation. Yet, too much water harms 
creation, as we will see later in Genesis 
in the account of the Flood narrative  
with Noah. 
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Therefore, God places limits on how 
far water can go. Dry ground becomes the 
focus of God’s next creative activity. Dry 
ground is where God creates vegetation 
and trees that are not just instruments of 
beauty but are fruitful and will serve to 
sustain other living things. The vegeta-
tion and trees have a responsibility to the 
spaces they occupy and are commanded to 
be fruitful. This tells us something about 
the plan of God in creation. It is God’s 
desire that His creation be fruitful and 
productive. Creation is to bear perpetual 
witness of God’s hand upon it by provid-
ing something of value that the writer of 
Genesis described as ongoing, continuing 
in growth and productivity. God’s world 
is a fruitful world; and in the process of 
bearing fruit, His creation is alive with 
new opportunities. Just as God desires His 
creation to be fruitful, God desires His 
ultimate creation—human beings—to be 
fruitful. The three ordinances of creation 
are Sabbath, marriage, and labor. God 
has delivered us from slavery to idleness 
into meaningful work in service to Him. 
Likewise, He later will expect the church 
to be fruitful. Fruitful means bearing some 
witness of God’s hand upon us in con-
structive ways so as to be present and 
available for new possibilities.

iv.  What God sees as Good 
(Genesis 1:12–13) 

A repeated theme in the creation nar-
rative is that God regards and evaluates 
what He has created and declares it to 
be good. God evaluates His own work 
because there is no else who can evaluate 
the work of God. Declaring what He has 
created to be good is the seal that what 
has been created is capable of serving the 

purpose for which it was intended at its 
point of creation. 

Further, as Sovereign of the universe, 
nothing He does will fall short of His 
standards. Each time God acts in creation 
and declares what He has done and the 
result of His creative action to be good 
opens a new possibility. In other words, 
God built on His most recently created 
act. In Genesis 1:1–13, there are multiple 
occasions when God declared what He 
had created to be good. God sees all the 
work of His hand as good. 

However, because of the Fall, what God 
originally created as good has become 
corrupted by sin. All of creation is subject 
to the consequences of sin. However, 
God’s original intent to make all things 
good was for the purpose of continuing 
in their respective abilities to operate the 
way God originally intended at creation 
and will return to as He makes all things 
new in redemption.

the lesson aPPlied
We live in a world that gives witness 

to a great deal of chaos. There are school 
shootings, political corruption, genocide, 
hunger, poverty, mass incarceration, and 
a host of other abuses. The world we live 
in today is not the world God originally 
intended. The God who spoke and by the 
power of His word brought order from 
chaos is able to speak again. 

The Church can be the instrument God 
uses to restore and make His creation 
whole again. In fact, the church is His plan 
for the dissemination of His Gospel, and 
there is no Plan B. Therefore, as believers 
in Jesus Christ we are to trust in the power 
of God to use us to shape the world accord-
ing to the view God originally intended. 
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We are called to be participants with God 
by being change agents wherever and 
whenever we are given the opportunity. 
We may not be able to do everything that 
needs to be done, but there is always some-
thing each of us can do when we discern 
the Spirit’s leading and make ourselves 
willing instruments.

The first created human beings knew 
what it was to enjoy pristine, unspoiled 
fellowship with the Lord. He formed the 
first humans and fellowshiped with them 
in the Garden of Eden. They knew the 
sound of Him walking in the Garden in the 
cool of the day. Yet, due to their disobe-
dience, they quickly learned the feeling 
of falling out of fellowship with the Lord 
and the shame that corresponded with  
their disobedience.

let’s talk about it
1. What role does the creation narrative 

play in the faith development of the 
church?

The creation narrative establishes the 
presence of God and the initiative He 
took on behalf of all of creation. God 
has ensured a place where all of creation 
is provided for and purposed to be. Just 
as God has prepared a place in glory for 
us to be with Him, He has prepared a 
place on earth for us to live until we are 
called home, as well.

2. Why do we so often view  boundaries 
as limitations as opposed to how 
 boundaries are effective? 

The boundaries God establishes are 
for the good of the order and help make 
new possibilities reality. Without the 
boundaries between land and water, 
there would be no trees; the world 
would not be as fruitful as it is if the 
environment prevented any part of cre-
ation from existing.

Boundaries are moveable limits that 
serve to establish the guides by which 
an entity is governed for a set and spe-
cific purpose. Boundaries are not con-
fining as we sometimes consider them 
to be, but encourage freedom within a 
safe space to promote less risk.

3. Why is it important in the plan of God 
that the world be fruitful? 

God created and sustains a world 
that will be fruitful so that His created 
order is able to propagate in healthy 
ways. Some of God’s first recorded 
words entailed the command-blessing 
to be fruitful and multiply. Fruitfulness 
shows obedience to God. To be fruitful 
and multiply is one indication we are 
doing exactly what God ordained for us 
to do. If we are not being fruitful, His 
word tells us we risk being cut off to 
make room for vines that will yield a 
greater harvest. 

Monday tuesday Wednesday thursday Friday saturday sunday

hoMe daily devotional readings
sePteMber 3–9, 2018

Creation, 
Testament of God’s 

Steadfast Love
 

Psalm  
136:1–9

Jesus, Agent of 
God’s Creation

 
Hebrews  

1:1–4

All Creatures 
Depend on God

 
Psalm  

104:24–30

Plants Witness 
to the Lord’s 

Work
 

Job  
12:7–13

Gifts from the 
Father of Lights

 
James  

1:17–18

God Made 
All Creatures 

Clean
 

Acts  
11:5–9

God Created 
Heavenly Lights 

and Animals
 

Genesis  
1:14–25



P.O. Box 91145 • Nashville, TN 37209-9145
Toll-Free Ordering: 1-877-4rhboyd (474-2693)
Fax: 1-800-615-1815 • www.rhboyd.com
E-mail: customerservice@rhboyd.com

STAY
CONNECTED!

TWO PLATFORMS
ONE MISSION: 

TO FURTHER THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.

@NationalBaptist

@NationalBaptist

@NationalBaptistCongress

R.H. Boyd Publishing Corp. and National Baptist Congress



Boyd’s Commentary provides a scholarly yet accessible, 
exposition of the Scriptures based on the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson outlines. This year’s edition of Boyd’s 
Commentary continues the tradition of excellence inaugurated by  
R. H. Boyd more than a century ago. Students of the Word of God—
pastors, deacons, teachers, and laypersons—can look to the lessons 
in this year’s edition for keen insight into the biblical and theological 
issues raised by the Scriptures. As a result, their own teaching and 
preaching will be enhanced and God will be glorified in His Church.

The R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation is committed to selecting 
the finest and most academically qualified scholars to prepare the 
resource you now hold in your hands.  But not only do they possess 
the requisite academic credentials, they are men and women noted for 
their holiness and piety and who bring essential ministry experience to 
the task at hand.  In conjunction with them, our highly skilled editorial 
staff has also worked tirelessly to ensure the reliability and readability 
of every single lesson.

We send this commentary forth, trusting that it will help its readers to 
minister effectively and to “rightly [divide] the word of truth” (2 Tim. 
2:15, KJV).
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