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Dear VBS Teacher,

Welcome to a brand new year of Vacation Bible School! 
Vacation Bible School presents a unique opportunity to reach 
people and teach them about Jesus. This year, your students 
will learn about the mark of a good leader and why Jesus 
alone is worthy of our unquestioning devotion. 

All people—but young  people,  especially—tend to be  
drawn to charismatic personalities. These lessons will help 
learners know how to look past what’s on the outside of a 
 person to determine good leadership. Then, as they accept 
Jesus as Lord and Savior, they can show others the way to 
Him, just as John the Baptist did.

People wanted to follow John the Baptist because he was 
a strong and passionate leader. Instead, he told them about 
the One who is worthy to be followed faithfully. Jesus is worthy 
to lead us because He sacrificed His life on a cross at Calvary 
to bring us into a positive and fruitful relationship with God, 
our Creator and heavenly Father.
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WHAT TEACHERS SHOULD KNOW

 1.  Know your Bible and bring it to class. Knowing your Bible does not mean you 
must know the answer to every question that might be asked. However, it does 
mean you should be familiar enough with the Bible to boldly teach God’s Word.

 2. Begin and end each class with prayer.
 3. Declare the goal of the lesson.
  A.  The goal of the lesson is a statement that describes what a teacher hopes to 

accomplish. It provides a foundation for an effective and meaningful study 
that can impact knowledge, values, and behavior.

  B.  Factors to be considered when choosing a lesson goal include the lesson, the 
Scripture passage, life in general, and the experiences of the students. 

 4.  Refer to the previous lesson, and explain how it relates to the present lesson.
 5. Be organized but creative; confident but humble.
 6. Arrive to your class early to prepare your room.
 7.  Encourage everyone to participate in the class, taking note of those who have 

not spoken and including them without embarrassing them. (Seating students 
in a circle will help you to do this.) 

 8.  Include a variety of activities to foster student participation while avoiding 
lengthy lectures. 

 9. Never relinquish control or leadership of the class to the students.
 10.  Give recognition to students through encouraging words and responses. 
  A.  Use a verbal statement to recognize students or their behavior. Make comments 

such as, “I’m so glad to see you today!” or, “I enjoy having you in my class.” 
  B.  Give rewards such as stars and badges to reinforce good behavior and/or 

accomplishments throughout the week.
 11.  Never be afraid to say, “I don’t know, but let’s work together to learn the 

answer,” or, “I don’t know, but I’ll do my best to find the answer.”
 12. Be neat in your appearance.
 13.  Let your students know you expect them to learn how to apply God’s Word to 

their lives.
 14. Study the lesson before the session begins.

As a Teacher, You Should…
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The Bible is our source of information about God. Through the Bible,   
children and youth learn Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth. They also learn 
that their own lives have purpose too.

As the teacher, you are laying a foundation for young people to accept and 
serve Jesus as their Savior. During class, some youth will become aware of 
Jesus for the first time. Some will be ready to accept Jesus Christ as Savior. 
Others will show an interest but may not be ready to make a decision. Review 
“Do the 4 & 3” in the student book, and consider a few additional tips:

 1.  Speak clearly and simply about what it means to become a Christian. Avoid 
using complex words and terms that are unfamiliar to unchurched youth. 
Even those who attend church regularly may be confused by words like 
sanctification, repentance, etc.

 2.  Listen closely and carefully to what students say about their own ideas and 
feelings. When you do not understand them, ask simple questions that will 
help them express themselves more clearly. Avoid questions that can be 
answered with a simple yes or no.

 3.  Avoid putting words into a student’s mouth. Allow the youth to express 
themselves in their own way.

 4.    Rely on the leading of the Holy Spirit. It is He who brings people to the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. He will guide you through this course of study. 
If a student shows a desire to accept Jesus as Savior, use these Scripture 
references:

 (a) Conviction: I can’t do it on my own. I need God. (See Acts 4:12)
 (b) Repentance: I am sorry for doing wrong things. (See Acts 3:19)
 (c)   Faith and surrender: I trust God to forgive me. I give Him control of my 

life. (See Hebrews 11:6)
 (d)  Forgiveness and salvation: I am forgiven and saved from sin by accept-

ing Jesus’ mercy and love. (See 1 John 1:9)
 (e)  Sharing and living by faith: I must do God’s will and obey His teachings.  

(See Ephesians 2:10)

Youth need to learn how to apply the Bible to everyday life.
Proper application is the end result of skillful teaching and good study habits.

Your StudentS’ BaSic needS

BEFORE YOU TEACH…
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ABOUT “FOLLOW THE LEADER”

People are drawn to charismatic leaders in all walks of  life, but 
is anyone deserving of  our total devotion? Only one Leader is 

worthy to be followed whole-heartedly. John the Baptist knew this. 
People were drawn to John and wanted to follow him, but he point-
ed their attention to Jesus, the Lamb of  God. Following Jesus means 
honoring Him as the One who sacrificed Himself  on the cross at 
Calvary to bring us into a positive and fruitful relationship with 
God, our Creator and heavenly Father. 

All believers should model the actions of  John the Baptist. 
Vacation Bible School 2018 challenges learners to follow Jesus as 
John did: making paths for others to come to know our Lord.

In preparation:
   Pray for God to bless the lesson 

and the students.
  Study the lesson.
  Read the lesson plan.
   Consider and assemble the 

suggested materials.
  Arrange your classroom.

In presentation:
  Greet each student.
   Learn each student’s name.

   Stimulate students’ minds with 
thought-provoking questions.

   Be open to youth expressing 
themselves honestly.

   Tell the story (using various 
methods).

   Apply the lesson and assess 
what has been learned.

   Do activities to reinforce 
 learning.

  Allow time for questions.
  Pray with and for your students.

Your StudentS’ BaSic needS

BEFORE YOU TEACH…
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ONE-SESSION PLAN
The following is a suggested guideline for those who 
prefer a one-session VBS.
1. TIME: 9 a.m.–3 p.m. This span of time is suggested 

in order to fully utilize this program. It allows 
teachers and students an opportunity to use all 
the lessons, activities, music, and arts and crafts.

2. SCHEDULE: Structure your schedule in a way that 
meets your needs for a one-day session.

3. THE LESSONS: It is suggested that you cover at 
least three lessons during the first half of the 
program. Creativity is essential to maintaining the 
students’ interest. Therefore, it is also  suggested 
that after each lesson you use activities, music, 
arts and crafts, and a variety of other hands-on 
activities. For brevity’s sake, the second half of 
the session—the remaining two lessons—is to 
be completed with the use of the printed activities 
only.

4. BREAKS: You should include breaks throughout 
the program in order to maintain a strong level of 
enthusiasm and interest.

5. FOR BEST RESULTS: Make sure you have reviewed 
all the material in the program and have organized 
it to meet your needs. All program materials can 
be tailored to fit the timeframe and structure you 
desire.

THREE-SESSION PLAN
Those who prefer a three-session course of study for 
“Follow the Leader!” are advised to condense the lessons 
so that two sessions include two lessons each, along with 
activities, music, and arts and crafts.

FIVE-SESSION PLAN
Those who conduct a five-session “Follow the Leader!” 
should teach one lesson per session as printed in the 
teacher’s and students’ books. Each session includes a 
lesson, activities, music, and arts and crafts.

TEN-SESSION PLAN
Any church, group, or organization conducting a ten-ses-
sion school could use the schedule provided to the right.

Session 1 ........ Lesson 1/Review

Session 2 ..................Bible Trivia
 Get Real!/Serious Issues/ 
 Talk About It! Discussion

Session 3 ........ Lesson 2/Review

Session 4 ..................Bible Trivia
 Get Real!/Serious Issues/ 
 Talk About It! Discussion

Session 5 ........ Lesson 3/Review

Session 6 ..................Bible Trivia
 Get Real!/Serious Issues/ 
 Talk About It! Discussion

Session 7 ........ Lesson 4/Review

Session 8 ..................Bible Trivia
 Get Real!/Serious Issues/ 
 Talk About It! Discussion

Session 9 ........ Lesson 5/Review

Session 10 ................Bible Trivia
 Get Real!/Serious Issues/ 
 Talk About It! Discussion

One-, Three-, Five- and Ten-Session Plans



LESSON 1

Lesson Scripture: John 1:31–34 • Background Scripture: John 1:28–51

KEYWORDS: Godliness, Spirit of God, Abide

Good Leaders 
Exhibit Godliness

And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him.”  

(John 1:32, NRSV)

John the Baptist was a good leader. People from all over came 
to see John and to hear his messages about a coming Messiah (Lord). 
John would encourage his listeners to confess their sins and to be-
gin  living life in new ways—in ways that would honor God and 
each other. If people confessed their sins and believed the message 
about the coming Messiah, John would baptize them right there in 
the  Jordan River. There is where you would find John most often—
preaching, teaching, baptizing and waiting on the One who was to 
come after him. John did not even yet know Jesus! But John did these 
things  because God asked him to. John was God’s special  messenger, 
chosen to announce the arrival of God’s Son. And he did so with 
 eagerness and expectation.

John was a good leader who exhibited godliness. But John knew 
that his leadership was only to guide people to Someone greater. 
When John finally saw Jesus, John recognized Him immediately! 
John knew Jesus was the One God had spoken to him about. He 
knew Jesus was the Messiah. John shared with others how 
he saw the Spirit of God (God’s Holy Spirit) come down 
from heaven like a dove and abide (remain) on Jesus during 
Jesus’ baptism. This was confirmation of who Jesus was and 
also of Jesus’ godliness. For us, to be “godly” means to try 
our best to live and treat others as God’s Word asks of us. 
Sometimes we do really well and sometimes we do not. 
For Jesus, to be “godly” was not just a matter of what He 
did. It represented who He was. Jesus would be the ultimate 
Leader to exhibit godliness! 

VBS 2018 INTERMEDIATE TEACHER  7
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Materials Needed
Bibles, pens or pencils, paper.

Opening Activity
Welcome the students to class. Open with prayer. Ask the students to introduce themselves. 
Tell the students that this week’s theme is “Follow the Leader!” Explain to the students that each 
of the next four days will focus on following Jesus as the perfect Leader for all of humanity. 
Because Jesus is the perfect Leader, we can trust He will never leave us, lead us astray, or lead 
us to  anything other than a sure and solid relationship with God.

Introductory Activity
Ask the students to discuss what it means to be a leader. Ask them to share examples of the 
differences between “good” and “bad” leaders. What are the consequences of both following a 
bad leader and of being a bad leader? Encourage the students to keep in mind that, while no one 
is perfect, we do have a perfect Leader to help guide us in all areas of life—school, work, church 
or home, and in relationships with friends, family, and neighbors.

Discuss the Lesson
Ask two or three students to read aloud the Scripture passages; then ask two or three others 
to read through the lesson. Discuss what made John a good leader and what made Jesus the 
perfect Leader. Discuss the role that the Spirit of God (God’s Holy Spirit) played for both John 
the Baptist and Jesus in today’s passages and lesson.

Lesson 1
The keywords for today are godliness, Spirit of 

God, and abide. The objective is to teach students 
that because Jesus operated out of God’s will and 
was full of the Holy Spirit, He was able to lead 

people to reconciliation with God.
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Lesson Review
Give the students time to complete the review activity individually. Ask them to share their 
 answers, and discuss together times they felt like they had to be the leader in situations at 
school, church, or home. 

Bible Trivia
Have the students complete the word search individually. Review the Scripture passages from 
today’s lesson. Ask for volunteers to explain the significance of each word and how each one 
relates to today’s lesson.

Get Real!, Serious Issues, & Talk About It!
Ask the students to read their respective stories.
Get Real!: Ask the students if they have had moments when they were embarrassed about their 
behavior and wished they had made better choices. 
Serious Issues: Ask the students if they have ever experienced the negative effects that may 
come with standing up for what’s right.
Talk About It!: Ask the students to talk about the questions in this section, and discuss their 
responses together. 

Wrap Up
Close the class with prayer, thanking God for His Word, His perfect leadership through Christ, 
and the guidance that affords us.

Lesson 1



REVIEW
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Bible Trivia
Today we learned the difference between John’s “godliness” and Jesus’ “godli-
ness.” We learned what it means to be a good leader versus a perfect leader. 
Find the words and be able to explain their importance for today’s lesson.

ABIDE, BAPTIZE, FOLLOW, GOD, GODLINESS, GODLY, JESUS, 
JOHN, LEADERSHIP, PERFECTION, SPIRIT, TESTIFY, WATER

P  P  Y E H I W M L S U G U Z I 

G I H D I D L Q S F Q S O W S 

T D H U V F Q E S Y N U Q D Q 

S E S S O P N D P E O S K H W 

S Z S L R I L Z I U I E Q C T 

T E L T L E G Z R D T J S H J 

T O D D I Y D S I X C R X M I 

W V O I D F W A T D E N S J J 

D G O D B E Y L E T F M Y F G 

Y L D O G A M W A L R Y T J N 

L D R G M T X W S T E B U W J 

J X W P F S L A Q P P O Q E G 

D L I J F E K M F L G E N U T 

J I K Y A U S Z C G P Z O U L 

J O H N F B A P T I Z E V F T
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GET REAL!
Ages 12–14

Becca was not a very good leader. In school, when the teacher left the 
room, she was the one clowning around the most. When substitutes 
came, she gave them the hardest time! Because of how cool Becca 

seemed to other kids, many of them looked up to her, even though she did 
not always make the best choices. 

One day, a new kid named Derrick joined Becca’s class. Derrick’s father 
was a member of the Armed Forces and changed military stations fairly fre-
quently. Only in the 8th grade and Derrick had already traveled to another 
country and lived in three different states! This was the first time Becca and 
her classmates had met anyone like Derrick. He instantly became the center 
of attention because of all the stories he had to share about living on military 
bases and traveling.

During lunch period, Derrick shared with his new friends the first time 
he tried a foreign food called Rouladen. It was a German dish made mostly 
of meat. Right in the middle of his sharing, Becca interrupted and added a 
comment that made everyone laugh and poke fun at Derrick. Though this 
was hurtful to Derrick, he decided to let Becca speak and finished eating his 
lunch. At the end of the week, while getting ready for church, Becca’s mother 
said to Becca, “There is a new family in our church. You should see their son 
in your Sunday school class today. Make sure you make him feel welcomed.” 
Becca’s eyes grew large from fear at the thought that the same new kid in her 
class might be the same new kid in her church.

And it was! Becca sat down in her Sunday school class and in entered 
Derrick. “Hi, Becca,” Derrick said as he took a Bible and chose a chair. “Hi 
Derrick,” Becca responded, as she sunk deep into her chair from embarrass-
ment. Becca felt so ashamed that she had behaved the way she did in school. 
Derrick’s presence in Becca’s Sunday school reminded her that seeking to 
act as God desires was not just a matter for Sunday. Good leaders exhibit 
 godliness no matter where they are.
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Bryan, Damon, and Sheila were sitting at the lunchroom table when 
Damon asked if Sheila and Bryan would watch his stuff while he ran 
to the restroom. Bryan and Sheila agreed to do so. When Damon 

walked away, Sheila grabbed his backpack and began searching through 
the side pockets. “What are you doing?” Bryan asked. “Looking for Da-
mon’s phone,” Sheila responded. “I know he doesn’t password lock it. I’m 
about to hack his Facebook account and write ‘I’m lame’ on his status. 
This dude is stupid for leaving his stuff here.” Sheila laughed. 

Sheila continued to slip her hands in and out of Damon’s backpack 
pockets, unzipping and rezipping every possible section she could manage 
to find, until she finally located Damon’s phone. “Bingo!” Sheila said as she 
laid Damon’s phone on the table in front of her. She quickly swiped left 
and right looking for the placement of Damon’s Facebook app. Though 
Bryan knew him, Sheila and Damon always joked around with each other, 
Bryan felt this was going just a bit too far. Damon had trusted them to 
watch his belongings. To Bryan, this felt more like a betrayal of trust than 
a joke. 

“Aye,” Bryan said to Sheila. “You should stop playing around and put 
Damon’s phone back. You wouldn’t want him going through your stuff 
while you were away. And you know you would be upset if someone went 
on your Facebook account and called you a bad name, now wouldn’t you?” 

Sheila looked at Bryan a bit puzzled. “Dawg, are you serious? Like, 
for real?” she said. Bryan nodded. Sheila burst out laughing, shook her 
head at Bryan and said, “So, you’re the lame, then, huh?” Noticing the 
seriousness on Bryan’s face, however, Sheila changed her mind about what 
she was about to do. She locked Damon’s phone and placed it back into 
his backpack without putting anything on Damon’s Facebook account. 
Though Bryan was now the one being called “lame,” Bryan knew he had 
done the right thing.

Serious Issues
Ages 15–17



Talk
About It!
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1.  How can being a bad leader—or setting a poor example—harm 
 relationships in your church or community?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

2.  How can being a good leader—or setting a good example—help 
 relationships in your church and community?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

3.  The Apostle Paul told young Timothy, “Don’t let anyone look down on 
you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, 
in life, in love, in faith and in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12, NIV). How does what 
Paul said to Timothy relate to today’s lesson?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________



LESSON 2

Lesson Scripture: John 1:29–36 • Background Scripture: John 1:28–51

KEYWORDS: Sacrifice, Lamb, Atonement

Good Leaders Give 
Themselves for Others

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here 
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” …And as he 
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  

(John 1:29, 36, NRSV)

When John saw Jesus coming toward him, John said, “Here is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (v. 29, NRSV). 
Jesus being called the “Lamb of God” may be fairly normal to most of 
us today. We’ve probably heard Jesus being referred to as the Lamb 
of God in other Sunday school classes, while reading the Bible or in 
songs we sing in church—especially around Easter time. But this was 
no “normal” title for John’s listeners. It meant a great deal! In Jew-
ish culture, a lamb was one of the chosen animals for sacrifice. To 
 sacrifice an animal meant to offer it to God. 

This was done often through slaughtering and was considered 
an act of worship, gratitude, or as a way to show sorrow for one’s 
wrong. Because this was a sacrifice to God, the lamb could not be just 
any lamb: families had to choose their best—an “unblemished lamb” 
is the term used in Old Testament Scripture. So, Jesus being called a 
“lamb” would have raised many brows. But more than that, Jesus 
was not just any lamb; He was the Lamb “of God.” Calling Jesus the 
Lamb “of God” told John’s listeners that Jesus was both from 
God and a part of God. 

Jesus was not just human, but He was also beyond  human. 
He was divine! This was confirmed by the last part of John’s 
sentence: John said Jesus “takes away the sin of the world” 
(v. 29, NRSV). A human could not take away the sin of 
the world—only God could do that! A lamb could not do 
what the Lamb of God could do. Jesus, as the sacrificial 
Lamb of God, was not only a perfect Leader, but a Leader 
who gave Himself for others. 

VBS 2018 INTERMEDIATE TEACHER  15
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Materials Needed
Bibles, pens or pencils, paper.

Opening Activity
Welcome the students as they arrive to class. After everyone has arrived, thank them for coming 
back to join you. Ask for volunteers to open the class in prayer. Allow any new students to intro-
duce themselves. Remind the students that this week’s theme is “Follow the Leader!” and ask if 
anyone would like to summarize yesterday’s lesson. Tell students that, while yesterday’s lesson 
focused on how good leaders exhibit godliness, today’s lesson focuses on how good leaders 
give themselves for others.

Introductory Activity
Ask the students if they know what the word atonement means. When sin separated humans 
from God (the Fall), humans were no longer able to approach God without a sacrifice. Jesus, as 
the sacrificial Lamb of God, made atonement. The shedding of His blood repaired the broken 
 relationship between God and humanity. It made us one with God again. “At-one-ment” is a 
good mnemonic device to help remember what atonement means.

Discuss the Lesson
Ask two or three students to read aloud the Scripture passages; then ask two or three others to 
read through the lesson. Discuss what it might have felt like for John’s listeners to hear such 
a name as “the Lamb of God” being attached to Jesus. Do you think all who heard John were 
receptive to this title? Did it bring hope, anger, joy? Why? Allow students to share their thoughts.

Lesson 2
The keywords for today are sacrifice, Lamb, and 

atonement. The objective is to teach students that 
because Jesus gave Himself as the sacrificial Lamb 

of God, the sins of the world have been 
 taken away. 
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Lesson Review
Ask the students to complete the True or False review activity in small groups of two or three. 
Then discuss each statement, highlighting what makes each true or false. 

Bible Trivia
Allow the students to complete the crossword individually in order to review the lesson from 
today. How does each word relate to the lesson? Ask for volunteers to give suggestions; then 
discuss these terms to review further.

Get Real!, Serious Issues, & Talk About It!
Ask the students to read their respective stories.
Get Real!: Ask the students to reflect on ways they can be good leaders to friends this week. 
Have them share their thoughts. 
Serious Issues: We’re not John the Baptist, but we can make a similar announcement of Jesus’ 
presence through our personal testimonies. Ask the students if they have ever had to testify 
about the presence of Jesus “in real life.”
Talk About It!: Ask the students to answer the questions in this section and discuss their 
responses together. Remind the students that the last question may be kept as a personal prayer, 
or brought to you after class for prayer together.

Wrap Up
Close the class with prayer, thanking God for His Word and for Christ—the perfect sacrificial 
Lamb of God that has taken away the sin of the world.

Lesson 2
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Bible Trivia

Across
4.  What repairs our broken rela-

tionship with God. (Atonement)
5.  What John was. (Baptist)
6.  Jesus was the _______ Lamb of 

God. (Sacrificial)

Down
1.  “Here is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the ___ of the 
world!” (Sin)

2.  What was needed to be done 
before Jesus’ resurrection. 
 (Sacrifices)

3.  The One who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit. (Jesus)

2 3

1

4

5

6
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GET REAL!
Ages 12–14

K ierra loved being in charge of the computers in the school’s   
technology lab. Being in charge meant she got to monitor the sign-
in logs and spend extra time on the computer in between classes or 

after school during lab time. It was something about being in charge that 
made Kierra feel special. And the extra time on the computer was always an 
added bonus! 

One day Kierra came to the technology lab to find several of the   
computers shut down for repair. Having only four computers open would 
make it harder when the lab was full, Kierra thought. Kierra prepared the 
sign-in logs and made sure everything was in place. After that, as usual, 
 Kierra sat down to use the computer closest to the sign-in desk until students 
arrived to class.

“Hi, Miss Brown! Hi, Kierra!” Tasha yelled on her way into the lab. Miss. 
Brown, the technology lab instructor, always had to remind Tasha of her 
“indoor voice.” Today was no exception. Kierra shook her head at Tasha 
and chuckled. “I’ll sign you in,” Kierra said. Kierra then sat back down to 
her computer space. Later, more students came in—at least eight to ten. 
Some went straight to the reading stations, a few sat down at the homework 
 tables, and some came to the computer sign-in desk. Kierra got up from her 
 computer space to help. 

“Hmm…” Kierra said, counting the students. “Some of the computers 
are down today; it looks like we have only two open ones left. I can sign you 
in, but the wait time is about thirty minutes.” Tasha peeped from behind her 
computer and yelled to Kierra, “I can give mine up!” Kierra thanked Tasha 
and told one of the students waiting they could have Tasha’s space. 

Tasha reminded Kierra of something she had just learned in Sunday 
school: that good leaders give themselves for others. Kierra decided to give 
her computer up as well. Kierra could use the computer anytime. But what 
was more important to Kierra was that she be a good leader too.
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Lisa and David had been best friends since childhood—since first 
grade, to be exact! They had always done everything together: same 
schools, same first jobs, same church, most of the same classes in 

middle and high school, and quite a few of the same likes and dislikes. Now, 
however, though they were still good friends, they hardly saw each other 
anymore. According to Lisa, David had changed a great deal over the last 
year. He barely answered any of her texts and was slow to respond to any of 
her phone calls. But if anyone were to ask David, he would claim that Lisa 
was the one who had changed. 

One day after church, Lisa saw David in the parking lot and asked where 
he had been all service. “Not in there,” David responded. Lisa, somewhat 
surprised by David’s response, said, “What’s up with you, David? I  hardly 
see you anymore. And now you’re hanging in the church parking lot during 
worship service?” 

“You really believe all that Jesus stuff?” David asked. Lisa nodded. “Per-
sonally, I’m kind of sick of hearing about the same thing over and over. It 
seems like I can’t do anything right—like nothing is good enough for my 
parents anymore. So why bother?”

“David…” Lisa said with concern. “Not only do I believe all this Jesus 
stuff, but I’ve seen it. I’m a witness to what Jesus can do. You remember 
how hard it was for my family after my grandma passed and my dad lost 
his job. Nothing replaces the loss of my grandma, but we’re doing better 
now. Dad got a new job and has been working steady since. But remember 
how everyone in church—including you and your family—helped us out 
during that time? Sending us cards, bringing dinner, sitting with my mom 
when she just needed space to breathe, someone to talk to? That, David, is 
evidence of Jesus. That testifies to how real this Jesus stuff is. That is Jesus in 
real life. We won’t always see grand miracles, and He won’t always make life 
easy. But He is here.” 

David nodded. “Thanks for the  reminder, Lis.”

Serious Issues
Ages 15–17
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1.  How has this week’s lesson helped you learn how to live as God wants you to 
live?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

2.  What kinds of problems can be avoided by understanding what it means to 
be a good leader?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

3.  How does knowing that Jesus was both human and divine help you in hard 
times?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

4.  Is there a leader in your life that you would like to pray for? What would you 
like to ask Jesus to help him or her with?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

Talk
About It!



LESSON 3

Lesson Scripture: Philippians 2:5–12 • Background Scriptures: John 1:28–51; Philippians 2:7–8

KEYWORDS: Humility, Mind of Jesus

Good Leaders  
Are Humble

But emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
(Philippians 2:7–8, NRSV)

People spend a lot of time trying to prove themselves and  trying 
to hold on to power. We saw the opposite in Jesus. He, more than any-
one, had the right to be “on top” and to hold power: He was God and 
He was perfect! But instead, Jesus chose to “empty Himself.” This 
means, though Jesus was equal with God, He chose to become like 
humans in every way, except without sin. The act of emptying one-
self, or of giving away power, is an act of humility. Jesus humbled 
Himself and put others first. 

It’s important to know when our passage says Jesus took the form 
of a slave, that this is not the type of slave learned about in school 
during history lessons or seen on television in movies about slav-
ery. The word “slave” in our passage means servant. It deals with 
what it means to be humble. Jesus made God’s will (God’s desires for 
 humankind) the most important thing in His life. 

Have you heard the story (in John 13) of Jesus washing His dis-
ciples’ feet? This story is important because it gives us an example 
of how we, as followers of Jesus, are to try to live our lives. 
In Jesus’ time, when people came to visit homes from long 
journeys, it was customary for the owner or servant of that 
home to wash the visitors’ feet to show them they were 
welcomed. In this passage, though Jesus was the visi-
tor and also was known, by this time, as the Messiah 
(Lord), He chose to serve rather than be served. Jesus 
expects us to follow His example and be humble. This 
is what is meant by, “‘Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus’” (Phil. 2:5, NRSV).
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Materials Needed
Bibles, pens or pencils, paper.

Opening Activity
Welcome the students as they arrive to class. After everyone has arrived, thank them for coming 
back to join you, and ask for volunteers to open the class in prayer. Allow any new students 
to introduce themselves. Remind the students that this week’s theme is “Follow the Leader,” 
and ask if anyone would like to summarize yesterday’s lesson. Tell students that today’s lesson 
focuses on how good leaders are humble. 

Introductory Activity
Ask the students what they think it means to be a servant. Ask them to give you examples of 
what they think a servant looks like and what a servant does or what job(s) a servant might have. 
Would these be classified as “bad” things or as “good” things? Is being a servant a “bad” thing 
or a “good” thing? Encourage students to speak freely and to explain their answers.

Discuss the Lesson
Look for two or three student volunteers to read aloud the Scripture passages; then ask two or 
three others to read through the lesson. Follow up on what the term slave means, using this 
time to explain the significance of the differences between how we have come to understand 
what a slave is and how followers of Christ—today and in Scripture—use the term. Disciples of 
Jesus in the Bible often called themselves “slaves of the Gospel” and of Christ. What does this 
look like today? What does it mean to be a slave, or servant, of Christ? And what roles do the 
 concepts of obedience and humility play in such? Allow students to share their thoughts.

Lesson 3
The keywords for today are humility and mind 
of Jesus. The objective is to teach students that 

because Jesus led humbly, and humbled Himself 
in submission to God’s will, His followers are 

 encouraged to do so as well. 
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Lesson Review
Ask the students to complete the matching activity on the Review page in groups of two or three. 
Take time to discuss the answers together. 
Answers: 1. D; 2. A; 3. G; 4. F; 5. J; 6. E; 7. H; 8. B; 9. C; 10. I

Bible Trivia
Allow time for students to complete the double puzzle with a partner. When they are done, read 
the answers out loud. Discuss the importance of each word in the activity and the final thought 
together. 
Solution: Submit, Obedience, Servant, Humble, Purpose, Emptied, Mind, Exalt, Cross
Jesus was a humble servant-leader.

Get Real!, Serious Issues, & Talk About It!
Ask the students to read their respective stories.
Get Real!: Ask the students if they have ever given up their turn at something for another 
friend, family member, or classmate. 
Serious Issues: Ask the students if they have ever had to do something they didn’t want to, 
that they knew would help someone else more than it helped them. Ask them how it made them 
feel initially, and if the feeling changed afterwards. 
Talk About It!: Ask the students to answer the questions in this section and discuss their 
responses together. Remind the students that the last question may be kept as a personal prayer, 
or brought to you after class for prayer together.

Wrap Up
Ask the students if they have any prayer requests before closing the class with prayer. During 
prayer, thank God for His Word and the perfect example of Christ as a servant-leader. 

Lesson 3
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Bible Trivia
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GET REAL!
Ages 12–14

Darren was a know-it-all who liked everyone to know he knew it all! 
He didn’t do it in a prideful way; he just knew he was smart and 
knew others knew that as well. In fact, it was hard not to notice! 

Not only did Darren get good grades in school, but he excelled at most 
sports as well. Basketball, football, and track were his favorites. He had only 
been playing for a few years, but you would think he started when he was a 
baby—he was that good! In addition to that, it seemed like there wasn’t a sin-
gle place Darren could go without someone waving hello to him. Everyone 
knew Darren, and it seemed like Darren knew everyone.

Anthony was almost the opposite of Darren. Anthony didn’t care for a 
great deal of attention and didn’t like being called on in class. He enjoyed 
playing touch football in the backyard with his younger siblings and playing 
basketball at the park with friends, but definitely did not want to try out 
for any of the school’s teams. He wouldn’t have considered himself good 
enough. Darren knew quite a few people, too, but avoided most. He had 
been in the same school and neighborhood just as long as Darren, but was 
still rather unknown by many. In church, Anthony was most comfortable, 
but he was still often the last to ask or answer any questions. One reason for 
this was because Anthony had a slight stutter.

This year, Darren was chosen as the youth preacher for youth Sunday. 
This was no big deal to Darren, but he wondered how some other students 
might feel. Darren particularly noticed Anthony, who was always quiet. 

“Anthony,” Darren called out after church one Sunday. “If I ask Rev. 
Cloud if you can be the youth preacher instead of me, would you do it? You 
don’t speak much, but you always have good things to say when you do. I’d 
love to hear you preach, man!” Anthony was surprised that Darren would 
give up his chance to speak, but was grateful that someone was  humble 
enough to consider him. “Thanks,” Anthony said. “Sure, I’ll do it!”
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Kayla had just finished her junior year and was really looking forward 
to summer vacation. Senior year would be the most demanding yet, 
and she wanted to get all the rest she needed in preparation. This was 

the first day of summer break, and Kayla had all types of plans for spending 
long summer days: waking up when she wanted to, hanging out with friends 
as much as possible, and binge-watching all her favorite shows. To Kayla’s 
surprise, her mother suggested a “better” way to spend this year’s summer 
break: a job. 

Though this altered Kayla’s original summer plans, she actually didn’t 
mind the idea. More money and more clothes were on Kayla’s mind. In addi-
tion to that, she imagined herself working in a cool clothing store where she 
would get awesome discounts and still spend time with all her friends. This 
will be perfect for building next year’s senior-year wardrobe, Kayla thought. 
Her mother had other ideas for a job, however, and was ready to announce 
her news to Kayla. 

“Kayla, are you home? Come down,” Kayla’s mother yelled after returning 
home from work one day. Kayla came down. “Yes, ma’am?” she responded. “I 
spoke to Mr. Charles next door. He has an opening for you at his restaurant. 
It’s small: mostly waiting tables and washing dishes. But he’s willing to work 
with you and you’ll never have to worry about a ride. His daughter, Nae, will 
be working there too,” Kayla’s mother said. 

“Waiting tables? Washing dishes?” Kayla repeated in disgust. “Oh my 
gosh, Mom! Are you serious?” 

“Yes, I am Kayla,” her mom responded. “You will be just fine. A summer 
of serving has never hurt anyone. And they really need your help. Okay?” The 
compassion in her mother’s face told Kayla this was important—more than 
about making money and being cool. Smiling, Kayla said, “Okay, Mama. I 
get it. I’ll help.” 

“Thank you,” said Kayla’s mom as she reached for a hug, “I’m proud of 
your willingness to serve.”

Serious Issues
Ages 15–17
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1. How can studying the Bible help us serve better?
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
2.  What can Jesus’ example of humility teach us about God’s plan for the way 

we treat and interact with one another?
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
3.  Does being humble and putting others first mean we don’t take care of our-

selves? How can you both be humble and serve as well as care for yourself as 
God desires?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
4.  Write a prayer concerning today’s lesson. What ways would you like God to 

help you be a better servant at home today?
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

Talk
About It!



LESSON 4

Lesson Scripture: John 1:45–50 • Background Scripture: John1:28–51

KEYWORDS: Honesty, Purity, Truth

Good Leaders See 
Something Great in You

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!”  

(John1:47, NRSV)

Jesus called Philip to follow Him. Philip was so excited about 
becoming one of Jesus’ disciples that he wanted to share his joy with 
his friends. One of his friends was Nathanael. Philip told Nathanael 
that Jesus was the One whom Moses, the great prophet, had written 
about, and invited him to come and meet Jesus for himself. When Na-
thanael arrived, Jesus complimented him by referring to him as “an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit” (v. 47, NRSV). Jesus called Na-
thanael an honest person who operated from pure motives. Nathanael 
was surprised that Jesus knew him and asked the Lord, “From where 
do you know me?” Jesus replied, “I saw you… before Philip called 
you” (v. 48, NRSV). Nathanael became a faithful follower of Jesus.

Nathanael had special qualities that Jesus saw immediately. As 
God in the flesh (see John 1:1–4, 14, 18), Jesus has the ability to see 
the special qualities we possess, and He can show us how they can 
be used to help us as we grow and develop. Not only did Jesus see 
what was in Nathanael but He revealed He knew where Nathanael 
was and what he was doing. Jesus showed Himself to be a 
 remarkable Leader because nothing escaped His sight. 

Jesus can identify our innermost characteristics, our 
 environment and surroundings, and how things work to-
gether to fulfill our purpose. Nathanael came to check out 
 Jesus at the invitation of Philip, but got more than what 
he  bargained for when Jesus told him about himself. Jesus  
saw Nathanael’s great potential as a disciple and significant 
part of Jesus’  ministry to save the world. Jesus sees your 
 potential too!
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32  VBS 2018 INTERMEDIATE TEACHER

Materials Needed
Bibles, pens or pencils, paper.

Opening Activity
Welcome students to class. Open the class with a song and prayer. Read today’s Scripture for 
the key verse, John 1:47. Remind the students that this week’s theme is “Follow the Leader,” 
and  summarize the last three days of lessons. Tell students today’s lesson will be about what 
 Jesus—the perfect Leader—sees in each of us.

Introductory Activity
Ask students what it means to be honest and truthful. Explain that they are character traits that 
were given to us by God. Further explain that these virtues make us into the persons we are and 
that they help others to see what we are about.

Discuss the Lesson
Select a student to read the Scripture passage. Discuss how Jesus, as God, saw the virtue of 
 honesty in Nathanael and how He sees the good qualities in us also. Discuss how Jesus, as 
God, knew Nathanael’s surroundings and how He, as our Leader, knows everything. What are 
some other passages in the Bible that tell about or demonstrate Jesus’ ability to know what 
various people are  thinking or planning? How do our leaders recognize our qualities, and how 
can we recognize the qualities of others?

Lesson 4
The key words for today are honesty, truth, and 

purity. The objective is to teach students that being 
honest and truthful are admirable virtues. Those 

who operate from pure motives have been 
 promised by Jesus to “see God.”
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Lesson Review
Ask students to complete the review activity individually. Ask them to share their answers. 

Bible Trivia
Review the Scripture passage from today’s lesson. Ask students to complete the word search. 
Ask them to explain the significance of each word and how it applies to today’s lesson.

Get Real!, Serious Issues, & Talk About It!
Ask the students to read their respective stories.
Get Real!: Ask the students if they have ever been rewarded for their honesty. Discuss with 
them how rewards come in various ways, reminding them that, ultimately, God sees all our 
actions and will reward us accordingly—even if people do not.
Serious Issues: Ask the students if they have ever been in a situation similar to the characters 
in today’s story. Have they ever found money, a lost wallet, or something special belonging to 
someone else? Discuss with them the implications of having an honest demeanor as opposed to 
a deceitful one. Which is more pleasing to God?
Talk About It!: Ask the students to talk about the questions in this section and discuss their 
responses together..

Wrap Up
Share the importance of honesty and truthfulness in the Christian ministry. What does it mean 
to be pure? Encourage students to look for opportunities to be honest, truthful, and have a pure 
heart. Close the class with prayer, asking God to give us leaders who value honesty, truthfulness, 
and purity of heart.

Lesson 4
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Bible Trivia
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GET REAL!
Ages 12–14

Billy liked hanging out with his friends Ernest and James. They had 
been friends ever since the two moved into the neighborhood three 
years ago. One day, while playing catch at the park with Ernest and 

James, Billy saw a red bike by the pond. “Wow, look at that cool bike,” Billy 
shouted as he ran over to get a closer look at it. “It has those reflectors on the 
spokes that I like,” cried Ernest. “I wonder who the bike belongs to and why 
it was left here,” James said. “They left it because they didn’t want it anymore 
and I am taking it home,” Ernest exclaimed boldly. “No! You can’t do that. 
It belongs to someone,” Billy spoke up. But despite Billy’s protest, Ernest 
picked up the bike and rode off. 

Billy did not sleep well that night because he knew taking the bike was 
wrong. The next day he went to the park and saw a boy with his dad nailing 
something on a tree. Out of curiosity, Billy went over and asked them what 
they were doing. “I left my bike here yesterday to help an elderly lady with 
her groceries and now it’s gone,” the boy said. Billy rushed to Ernest’s house 
and informed him about the boy looking for his bike. Ernest felt guilty. “I 
really hoped no one wanted the bike, but I admit I felt bad all night for tak-
ing it,” Ernest said.  

The two of them went to the park, copied the address on the tree, and 
returned the bike. Ernest apologized and explained he thought no one want-
ed the bike. The boy hugged Ernest and thanked him for bringing the bike 
back. As they were leaving, the boy’s father called out to them. “I appreciate 
your honesty,” he told them. Then he gave them $25.00 each. “I guess it 
pays to do the right thing,” Ernest said, “even if you started off wrong. I’m 
going to take this twenty-five bucks and save it toward getting me a bike.” 
“Me too,” said Billy. “I really feel good for being honest,” Ernest concluded. 
“From now on I will never take anything without being sure it does not be-
long to someone else,” Ernest added. “I feel the same way,” Billy chimed in. 
“I feel the exact same way. Let’s go and put our honest money in the bank.”
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When he was walking out of the grocery store with his brother Carl, 
Jeffery saw a small black object on the ground near the curb. As 
he got closer to it, he saw it was a wallet and it was full of money 

and credit cards. “Let’s count the money and split it between us,” Carl said 
emphatically. “Man, we can hit the town tonight, see some movies, go shop-
ping to get those Jordans we’ve been scoping out, and take our girls out too!” 
he added, as Jeffery counted the money. “Wow there’s five hundred dollars in 
this wallet. We are rich!” Jeffery said. “Let’s see if Juan can take us around in 
his ride and pick up our girls too. We can pay for his gas,” Carl added. 

Carl and Jeffrey continued thumbing through the wallet. They saw pic-
tures of the owner’s family, and other items. Jeffery expressed second thoughts 
about taking the money and ditching the wallet. “Hey, Carl, this guy has a 
family. Maybe this is money from his pay check to pay rent and buy groceries. 
Let’s return it. I know I would want it returned to me, especially if I had a 
family to feed,” Jeffery said. 

“But, Jeffery, this is our chance to get the shoes we want, to stand out from 
the crowd, and to get close to our girls,” Carl replied. “We could even use the 
credit card to buy them something special,” he continued. 

“Now wait a minute!” Jeffery retorted. “I ain’t going to commit a crime 
for no one, especially not to impress a girl. In fact, Mr. Jacob’s Sunday school 
lesson keeps coming to my mind, reminding me to ‘do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.’ I just can’t do this. It is wrong. We have to 
set a better example than this of what it means to be a Christian. Christians 
are supposed to be honest and truthful people. We have to return the wallet,” 
Jeffery concluded. 

“You’re right,” Carl agreed. “Let’s return the wallet.”
When Jeffery and Carl told their parents they had returned a lost wallet 

with $500.00 in it to its rightful owner, their parents cried tears of joy. They 
thanked God that their boys were growing up to be honest and thoughtful 
young men.

Serious Issues
Ages 15–17
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Write your answers to the following questions and statements.

1. Why does Nathanael ask Jesus, “How did You know me?”
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

2. What did Nathanael do after Jesus told him about what he was doing?
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

3. Why are honesty and truthfulness important virtues to have in ministry?
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

4. What has Jesus seen in you that makes you a good Christian?
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

Talk
About It!



LESSON 5

Lesson Scripture: John 10:1–9 • Background Scriptures: John 10; Psalm 23; John 1:28–51

KEYWORDS: Shepherd, Sheep

Good Leaders Are 
Our Shepherds

The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gate-
keeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. (John 10:2–3, NRSV)

One day after healing a man born blind, Jesus began to 
preach, teach, and tell his disciples, “I am the Good Shepherd.” 
He wanted them to know that He would provide for their needs 
and protect them from danger. Jesus had just finished discussing 
with a group of Jewish leaders, called Pharisees, what true lead-
ership was all about. These Jewish leaders were so caught up 
with keeping the Sabbath that they were not happy for the man 
when Jesus restored his sight. They were bad leaders who did 
not care for the people. They could not celebrate with others un-
less they conformed to every letter of the law. Jesus knew these 
leaders were all out for themselves, and He wanted to paint them 
a picture of what a good, strong leader should be. 

Jesus described an image of a good shepherd and then ap-
plied it to Himself in relation to His people. The disciples under-
stood what Jesus was saying since they lived in a farm-
ing culture. David was a shepherd before He became 
king and wrote the 23rd Psalm from the perspective of 
a well-tended sheep. Jesus contrasted His leadership 
against that of the Pharisees. Where they were harsh 
and uncaring, Jesus revealed He was very much con-
cerned for others, even for those who were severely 
handicapped and reputed to be the subject of God’s 
anger. Like a shepherd who loves and cares for the 
sheep, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who protects His 
sheep from the wolf-like Pharisees who were quick to 
throw the man born blind out of the temple.
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Materials Needed
Bibles, pens or pencils, paper.

Opening Activity
Welcome students to the class. Open the class with prayer. Ask students: What is a good 
 leader? Explain to students that the last class will deal with good leadership by comparing and 
 contrasting the action of Jesus with the actions of the Pharisees. Ask them to think about what a 
 shepherd does and how Jesus and the Pharisees compare to this imagery.

Introductory Activity
Ask students for definitions of the key words, sheep and shepherd. Ask them what  Jesus meant 
by using these words in John 10. What do these words have to do with  leadership?

Discuss the Lesson
Select a student to read the Scripture passage from today’s lesson. Discuss how it relates to the 
keywords, sheep and shepherd. Read the lesson together and discuss why Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd is the best example of what a true leader should be. Why is the Good Shepherd worthy 
to be followed? Explain that Jesus loves His flock and always has only our best interests at heart. 
He will protect us, whereas others may seek to harm us for their own gain. Good leaders will 
nurture and protect us, like the Good Shepherd.

Lesson 5
The keywords for today are

shepherd and sheep. The objective is to discuss 
how Jesus is both the Lamb of God and the Good 

Shepherd who protects the sheep from  
harm and danger.
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Lesson Review
Ask students to complete the review activity on their own. Ask them to share their answers.

Bible Trivia
Review the Scripture passage from today’s lesson. Ask the students to complete the word search. 
Ask volunteers to explain the significance of each word and how they apply to today’s lesson.
Solution: sheep, gate, shepherd, thief, good, truly, enter, gatekeeper.
Jesus will never leave you or forsake you.

Get Real!, Serious Issues, & Talk About It!
Ask the students to read their respective stories.
Get Real!: How does the principal in this story portray the leadership of the Pharisee?
Serious Issues: Facilitate a discussion about how caring for others makes a leader strong.
Talk About It!: Ask students to discuss the questions and their responses together.

Wrap Up
Discuss the traits of a good leader. Be sure to include in your description the ones Jesus pointed 
out a Good Shepherd possesses, caring and concern, the ability and will to guide and protect the 
sheep, and to give His life for the sheep’s welfare. Compare and contrast the leadership traits of 
the Pharisees with the ones possessed by Jesus as the Good Shepherd. Review all five traits that 
have been discussed, and ask how students can exemplify these qualities in their own leader-
ship. Close the class with prayer, thanking God for giving us Jesus as our Leader to follow.

Lesson 5



REVIEW
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Bible Trivia
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GET REAL!
Ages 12–14

Mr. Jim liked things done by the book. He did not cut any slack 
when it came to students and faculty following his understanding 
of school policy. He was the new hard-line principal of Gleason 

Middle School and was feared by both students and teachers alike because of 
his tough decisions and strict rulings. He was especially tough on athletes be-
cause he believed they were treated better than other students and performed 
low academically. He believed they were full of problems and issues.

One day Dave, a student in Mr. Riley’s math class and a member of the 
school’s football team, came in late for school. He was warned he would 
be suspended if it happened again. A few days later he was tardy again and 
called to Mr. Jim’s office. He was suspended for the remainder of the week. 
As it turned out, a large group of students, who were also athletes, were sus-
pended for similar “school policy infractions.” Mr. Jim refused to consider 
the reasons for these and only went by the roll. 

When Dave’s parents got word of the suspension, they called Mr. Riley. 
Riley explained that the new principal was a stickler for the rules, but short 
on listening to anyone. They had tried to talk to him, but he threatened to 
fire the teachers who stood in his way. Dave’s parents, along with others, were 
upset and appealed to the school board. 

At the meeting, they revealed how their son had been treated unfairly. 
Dave had hurt his ankle playing football and had to see a physician twice 
a week. Because of the doctor’s busy schedule, he was forced to run late for 
school and was suspended. The principal defended his decision by claiming 
athletes should not be treated differently or receive any special privileges. 
After convening for several hours and hearing from multiple perspectives, 
the school board disagreed and criticized the principal for his lack of concern 
for an injured student, who only obtained the injury while  representing his 
school in sports. The board sent out a notice to all principals and schools that 
student care was to take priority.
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ohn was running for senior class president and had his own ideas about 
how things should be run. Previously he had served as class president of 
his junior high school before he moved into the new town. John felt 

that he had to be firm and hard and that his leadership should not be 
questioned. His father had taught him that to show your feelings and to 

sympathize with others were signs of weakness and that being perceived as 
weak could never be tolerated. The person he was running against, Abby, had 
the opposite perspective. She believed that leadership involved caring about 
people and working with them to get things done. 

During the campaign, an issue arose that demonstrated the two candi-
dates’ differences in leadership. Dave Sprinter had been suspended for being 
late several days due to a football injury. Other  athletes had been suspended as 
well. The principal believed sports figures had too much leeway and were ne-
glecting their grades. He wanted athletes to be held to the same standards as 
other students without exemption. Secretly, he supported John’s presidential 
campaign. Abby, however, believed athletes were students first, and that Dave 
should not have been suspended for representing the team. She believed sus-
pensions should have been issued on a case-by-case basis, and athletes should 
not be singled out for punishment. 

When Dave’s parents and others protested the suspensions and appealed the 
case to the school board, the candidates and others were asked their  opinion. 
After deliberating the matter, the school board reprimanded the principal for 
his decision to suspend Dave. They criticized him for ignoring the circum-
stances and required that he receive training to improve his  discretion. After 
 hearing the ruling, John withdrew from the race. He had come to realize his 
platform of cold discipline would not fly with the  junior class, especially in 
light of the  school board’s ruling. Abby marched on to victory and became 
the new class president because  people could identify with her platform built 
on caring for her fellow students. The class appreciated her leadership and felt 
she would represent its interests well.

Serious Issues
Ages 15–17



Talk
About It!

46  VBS 2018 INTERMEDIATE TEACHER

Write your answers to the following questions and statements.
1. Why does Jesus refer to Himself as the Good Shepherd?
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

2.  What are the characteristics of a good leader as exhibited in the Scripture 
text?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

3.  Why does Jesus use the image of sheep and shepherd to get His point of 
great leadership across to His disciples? 

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________

4.  What does Jesus mean by “abundant life”? How does abundant life tie in 
with the concept of good leadership?

  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________
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his year’s Vacation Bible School theme, “Follow the 

Leader,” encourages humanity to follow Jesus as the 

Way to a solid personal relationship with God. The five 

themes we discussed not only highlight what makes Je-

sus the perfect Leader, but also help us as His followers to grow 

in what we deem good leadership and service to ourselves and 

others. Godliness, putting others first, humility, seeing potential 

in others, and being a good “shepherd” are things done perfectly 

only by Jesus. But the good news is that we can trust Jesus to help 

us be the servant-leaders He desires of us as we look to Him as 

our Example. Remember John’s declaration of Jesus in John 1:29: 

“‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” 

(NRSV). In pointing out Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world,” John was essentially letting his listen-

ers then—and his readers now—know that Jesus is “the way, the 

truth, and the life.” None get to God except through Him.  

Remember 
What You 
Learned
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THERE ARE THREE THINGS GOD 
WANTS YOU TO DO:
 1.  Believe in Jesus, and ask Him to 

come into your life. (Acts 16:31)
 2.  Be sorry for your sins, and desire to 

change your life. (1 John 1:9)
 3.  Follow Jesus’ example, and do what 

He would do. (John 14:15)

There is no mystery to understanding salvation and telling others 
about Jesus Christ. Because He loves us, God wants us to spend eter-
nity with Him in heaven. He has already provided the perfect plan for 
our salvation. 

Using the 4 & 3 method, you can witness to anyone! You don’t need 
to know a lot of big words to witness. To tell someone about God’s 
plan of salvation, just tell them the 4 & 3!

Do the 4 & 3
God’s plan of salvation for you

THERE ARE FOUR THINGS 
GOD WANTS TO GIVE YOU:

1. His love (1 John 4:10)
2. Forgiveness (Acts 3:19) 
3.  A better life on earth (John 10:10)
4. Eternal life (John 3:16)



This VBS theme “Follow the Leader!” encourages human-
ity to follow Jesus as the way to a solid personal relation-
ship with God. John pointed out Jesus as the “Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world” to his disciples. 
He was essentially encouraging them and others to follow 
Jesus as the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6).
 
Jesus is the perfect Leader to follow because He is the God-
man and will never lead us astray. He sacrificed Himself on 
the cross as the Passover Lamb of God, allowing a death 
sentence to pass over those who believe in His leader-
ship and follow Him. Although Jesus was God, he did not 
regard His equality with God; instead He humbly obeyed 
God the Father. He is the perfect Leader because He 
knows everything about us, and yet He loves us uncondi-
tionally. He knows who we are and where we are and what 
we are made of. His divine insight enables and empowers 
our growth and development. Therefore, He is the Good 
Shepherd who protects us. Jesus is our true Leader, and by 
following Him we are reconciled to God the Father.
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Follow the Leader!
John 1:29–36


